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To CoU H U N T E R4 


SIR, 

wixT the fame time that I folicit your 
proteftion of Agnes de Courci, I ac- 
^ knowledge myfelf to be impelFd there- 
>^ to, by the two grand motives, which 
^^ the world have long been pleafed to * 
*^ afcribe to Dedicators in general, not- 
;"^withftanding a vq/i deal of fine writ- : 
o;. ing to prove the contrary ; namely, . 
vanity, ^nA f elf -inter eft : but to thefe 
I beg leave to add a thirds more prer 
*^ dominant, even in a female breaft, 
j^ than either ; which is Gratitude. 


C ^ I 

My vanity Sir, as an author, could^ 
ja0t reeieve arHighcrgratificaticMi, than 
the compliment you paid the Welch 
Heirefs. To be told, that a man of un- 
derilanding,. who is alfo a very good 
judge of mankind ; had patiently gone 
through the four volumes of Anna^ 
and had not regretted the time (b be- 
llowed; was more than enough, to 
overturn my fmall flock of humility :. 
but you Sir^ do nothing by halves—^ 
benevolence, politenefs, and good* 
humour are the leading traits in your 
charafter ; you refolved to render me 
the vaineft of novel writers ;. Anna^ 
you faid had, beguiled you of your 
tears ; (he mult therefore in fome de* 


^■■■■r* 
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gree or other, have exhibited (enti- 
ments, or feelings congenial to youf 
own ; and in that confidence I am in-* 
deed vain* May Agnes be equally 
fortunate, may Ihe be honored by 
the fame involuntary mark of appro- 
bation, andmy vanity will be proudly 
gratified.. 

Self-intereft could not have felefled 
a Patron for my Heroine, whofe in- 
fluence is more generally regarded, 
whofe example is more refpeSfully 
followed. Your name Sir,, is a tecom- 
mendaticHi I am anxious not to difcre- 
dit ; no perfon who has the pleafure 

to know Coir Hunter^ will believe 

there 
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there is in exiftence a being fo hardy, 
its to prefix it taa wprk, which has 
not, at leaft, the merit of a right in- 
tention, to offer in attonement for de- 
fefts ; in apology for temerity. 

I have endeavored Sir, to render 
the females of my novel worthy yoirr 
acquaintance ; and the males, fuch as 
a Gentleman, and a Soldier will not 
blufh to aflbrt with. The ftory is a 
combination of real; and fi6litious 
events; and the moral, notwitbiKand- 
ing the cataftrophe, I hope I may fay^ 
has nothing in it offenfive to the niceft. 
delicacy. Such as (he is/ if Agnes 
ihould— >not unpleadngly. amufe one 

[of 
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0f thofe tedious hours, which m iH 
health confine you to your apartment; 
flie will find her way from thence, in^ 
to fome of the refpeftable circles 
where G>lonel Hunter is always a 
welcome vifitant. — ^And thu& Sir, I 
have proved my vanity, and pleaded 
guilty to the charge of felf-intereft. 

But how (hall I defcribe the grateful 
ienfation& I feel, in addrefling you^ 
on a fubje£l dearer to my heart, than 
the vital fiream which animates it ? 


Where fhall a mother, whofe exil^ 
tence is in her children, who fancies 
Ihe fees in them every perfeftion^ 

whoffr 


^hofe anxious foUcitude for theiF 
welfare is the bufinefs of her life ?^ 
where fliall fhe find a language? how 
put into words her thankful gratitude 
to the invaluable friend ; whofe open 
heart, and fupporting hand, was ex- 
tended to her beloved child ! whofe 
goodhels and penetration, removed 
the veil, which humility had cajft over 
k timid young female; who encourag- 
ed, and upheld her ; who by a noble 
perfeverance, and fteady kindneft, 
called forth thofe fparks of gehius,. 
which but for him, would have fhrunk, 
like the delicate fenfative, from the 
rude touch of envy, and oppreffion ; 
and who, when emulative pride hafd 

rendered 
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^rendered her more worthy, procured 
for her, the firft of all proteAions ; 
' 4hat of— women of virtue! and mea 
of honor/ 


"When I have iaid Sir you are tha* 

friend and I am that mother, does it 

«iot comprife more of goodnefs oa 

your part, and gratitude t>n mine 

•than language can exprefs? 

May the benevolent kindnefs yoa 
"have fo happily in your power^ and 
ilill more happily in your will, to 
communicate to t>thers ; he a perpe- 
tual fource of peace, and tranquility 
to yourfeE And may every being for 

whom 


^hcmi you are interefted, flourifli likt> 
Harriet Esten, under the genial 
warmth of your pratefting friendfhip; 
^and like her alfo ; ever remember, to 
zvhom they are ultimately indebted, 
for the fuccefs, which the fanftion, 
and good wiflies of fe worthy a mam 
imift enfure. 

And may you Sir, never meet lefs 
^^ratitude for your kindfiefs, or lefs 
refpeft for your charaSer, than that 
which glows in the heart of her who 
lias the honor to fubfcribe herieli^ 

Sir, 

Your gratefully devoted 

^Humik Servant^ 

The Author^ 
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AGNEJS DE-COURCI, 


A 


DOMESTIC TALK 


"LETTER 1. 

"General Moncrajs to Major Melrofe, 

Belie Vue. 

An the preTent 'fitiiatioh of my affairs, it 
is equally impoffible forme to combat your 
Krgunientis, t>r do away the doubts of my 
"prudence ; ^hich, notwithftanding your a- 
greeable raillery, 1 perceive you entertain; 
time, my dear Major^ and time only, "will 
unravel what you term the myftery of my 
VoU !• 3 conduQ:. 
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<:onduft; in the meanwhile I acknowledge 
the juftnefs of your pofition; you draw the 
parallel between the incertitude of conw 
mon events, and the natural imbecility 
of the human mind, with great truth ; your 
conclufions are perhaps fevere, but they 
are not lefs juft^ for that feverity. 

In the morning of our days, however 
great the misfortunes of our family, how- 
ever indigent our circumftances, and how- 
ever friendlefs our fituation ; ftill there is 
an hilarity^ a gay confidence which gild 
the opening hemefphere of our days, and 
lifts the afpiring mind out of the reach of 
thofe very ills, under which at a more ad- 
vanced period of life it would infallibly 
fink ; and as the objeSs which engage our 
early purfuits, either ; totally elude, r our 
eager grafp, or being obtained become no 
longer defirable, hope and fancy, the two 
grand fupporters of the huipan fyftem, 
create fucceffively, phantom after pban- 

* torn. 
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tein, to fin the vacuum left by difappoint- 
ment or fatiety, with a fome&ing or othef 
as enfnaring, and peiiia|»y as vilionary as 
^he former; and in this pleaiing delirium 
•arc we amufed : thus^ in the expe6;ation 
-of the joys of that to-morrow which never 
comes^ do "#€ trifle away our ftrength 
of mind and body, till experience and th^ 
decay of our fiiculties inform us^ 

'* Every day is a faiire on the laft, ** 
and well it is that this is fo ; the mind 
would elfe, in the evening of life^ want 
•fortitude to fupport its own dignity ; when 
fated with fome, and torn from others, of 
our early enjoyments; if we were not 
convinced of their futility, we ihould 
«ther fink into an apathy dilgraceful to 
humanity ; or wafte our age» ftill more un^ 
|)rofitably than our youth, in unavailing 
Tegrets over the urn of our departed joys. 

No, Msrjor, 1 have not forgot the many 
J^ears I fighed for Lady Mary,— the an- 

£ « guifh 
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guilh I felt, when honour tore from nay 
bleeding heart— the flattering hope her 
goodnefs infjrired^ — and I yet feel the re- 
luElant, but ardent tranfport, with which 
t refigned my fate to her facinating gene- 
rofity ; ftill lefs can I wean my foul from 
a recolle6lian of the five happy years of 
congenial blifs^ which paffed, too, too ra« 
pidly fince our marriage. Oh Major ! have 
I not loved her through all the viciffitudes 
of fortune ? have I not feen her where 
Ihe was not? when ever joy entered my 
heart, was it not in her form ? and when I 
was overwhelmed with Ibrrow, her image 
was my folace,^^^ we are parted, well; ** not 
Jto deferve but to hear misfortunes is, the 
tafk which nature afligns to man ; more^ is 
out of the limits of his power." 

But although, next to my own felf ac- 
quittal, I value the good opinion of my 
friend, let me -not meanly feek juftification 
id the expence of a woman, whofe excefs 

of 
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of affe&ion for the moft unhappy ofmenv 
is the real fource of every unamiaWe traitf 
in her charader.. 

Lady Mary aftually hasj (or y^hicti U 
in effcft exaftly the fame thing, thinks (he 
lias-) caufe for her jealoufy.« Her paffioli^ 
are ftrong, her attachments^ as has been 
proved^ are founded on principte : Every 
fentiment of her foul is fandioned by the 
ftrifteft honor ;. her difgufts are no lefsr 
ftrong then her partialiaties ; and from the 
fame fource; it is a want of her favourite 
virtues, it is mental deficiencies to whicb 
fee never can be reconciled : her good or 
ill opinion rs not the refult of caprice^ 
Of fudden impreSi(Mi &e i$> perhaps^ the 
ftriQeft obferver in the world — neither 
fex, age, or fituation are of any import 
to her^ in tlie fele6lion of thofe Ihe* 
honours with her favour ; it is the fout 
governed by reafon,, and guided by ho- 
Bour, with whom her's forms an alliance ;. 

B 3. an* 
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and it is neceffary ta her peace, that her 
adopted favourites fhould approve them-^ 
felves worthy the unreferved confidence 
flie repqfes in them : when a mind thus^ 
Heady in its attachment, happens alfo,. 
like Lady Mary's, to be fraught with fen- 
fibility, its fafFerings, at ieeiitg its idol de- 
faced by the appearance of infidelity and 
ingratitude, muft be extrei^e ; flie charges, 
me with cruelty — cruelty to her , to my wife 
the firft love of my youth. 1 perfift; (he- 
/ays, in injuring her, and in difhonouring 
myfelf— what a taflc is minei — I befought 
ter to give fome credit to my principles, 
to confide in my honor : but when does' 
reafon and paffion form an union in the 
mind of woman ? rage and anguifti fwelled 
her fine features. 

Honor ! cried fhe, what is the honor 
that obliges General Moncrafs to deftroy 
the peace of his wife ? 
. Time, I told her, (and I told her true) 

would 
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vbutd explain the motives which aQuate^ 
my conduft. 

Her features alTumed an afFefted placi- 
dity, a finite of Goht^mpt took place of 
paflion. 

Till then fir, faid flie <^fdainFully, pre- 
senting hef hahdto her father, *^ 'we wilt 
not meet/ 

Had riof Lord Ruthveh been prefent,* 
Sad he n6t treated me in a way that 
forbad all humiliation on my fide; I 
fliould, I believe, have fought to^ prevail 
on Lady Mary to hear reafon; but I 
did not; I fuffered them to leave the 
room, and retired^ not a little out of hu- 
mour to my own appartment, where^ I 
remained fome hours, unable totally to 
fubdue the refentmeht ; I could hot help 
feeling) at fome {>arts of Lord Ruthven's^ 
behaviour ; and diftreffed at the impoffi- 
bility of convincing Lady Mary of the 
injury Ihe did me : her uneafinefs wrung 
my foul, and after a thoufand different 

B 4 refolutions, | 
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jefolutions^. I went to her appartmentv 
meaning to try to footh and pacify her ;: 
perhaps it was bett-er for us both, that 
her jealoufy had precipitated her into a? 
meafure, which rendered me niiferable^ 
I know not. Major, had fhe condefcended 
to be more gi'eived thati angry, how I 
could have withftood her tears ; ' yet there 
h a caufij a cauftf. a Jtory^ that muft be 
awhile concealed: had I in a moment^^ 
of weaknefs fuffered it to efcape me^ 
how Ihould I have fharpened the arrows 
of unmerited misfortune,, already piercing? 
with ruthlefsL violence, the foft bofom of 
unoi£snding purity ! and how have wound,- 
ed my dear miftaken Mary, in a part 
where fhe is moft vulnerabJef 

Slie was not in her drelling room, a*id' 
not chufing to fubjeft myfelf to a fe- 
cond infult, from a man, whofe age^ as. 
well as confanguinity, prevented my a- 
dopting a gentleman's means of refent- 

ment ; 
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ment : I returned to my own appartment, 
without feeing, or being feen by any 
part of the family ; during the time I 
fpent there> my fwifs made fevera^ hum-* 
ble efforts to gain admittance, but the 
angry voice in Avhich I bid him not diC- 
turb me, 2A length prevented his return^ 

At nine I rang; judge my furprife, he 
informed me the Earl and Lady Mary 
bad ordered the travelling coach, and^ 
I^ft the honfe foon afttr I retired to my 
library. JuHa was abfolutely forced from 
Reuben, who was fternly commanded not' 
to prefume to write,, or approach tlieit* 
refidence ; I found him in the drawing;, 
iY)om where they left bim, ftrctched ' on . 
the carpet without motion, and almoft* 
without fenfe ; heriwoman, a difcreet per— 
fon who has lived with herfrom her in- 
fancy, was left in careof her Lady 'sward- 
robe; and the Maitre d' Hotel prefented-' 
me a letter from Lord Ruthven, fignify- 

B 5. bg,. 
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ing, v6ry laconically, that his heahh would 
oblige him to return to Bath ; that it would 
not43e agreeable to him to occupy any part 
of the fame houfe with mey or my family; that 
as the houfe in the Crefcent was a ready 
fumifhed one, and as there were^ many 
others would fuit him quite as well, he 
requefted to know, whether I fhould con- 
tinue in it, in order that he might give 
his fervant direftions accordingly. I im- 
mediately removed myfelf and fuite to 
York houfe, from whenco I wrote to my 
wife entreating her return, and profeffing^ 
as I juftly mighty my forrow for what 
had happened. 

The terms of our re^union were, that^ 
I ihould immediately refign Agnes De- 
Courci to her protcftion ; and pledge my 
honour never to enquire how flic had 
difpofed of her ; but to reft confident iik 
her generofity. 

That 


AGNES. It 


^ 


That I fhould make her acquainted 
with the family ^ friendsy and connexions of 
the faid Agnes ; and the manner, and 
place where I had firft known her; and 
indeed every circumftance refpe&ing the 
girl, as (he contemptuoufly called her. 

Thofe terms / cmld not comply with ;« 
Lady M^ltj would accept no other j and- 
the Earl's pride keeping warm his daugh- 
ter's jealoufy, my letters were returned 
unopened i my meflengers treated with 
perfonal infult ; and finally, young Butler 
came to me,, and very refpeftfully hoped* 
I' would pardon his obeying/ the com- 
mands of the Earl, and Lady Mary ; who 
commiflioned him to wait on me, with a 
draft of the articles of our feperation ; . 
which, with infinite concern, . he heged to > 
leave for my perufal. 

The Earl's fpirit is a princely one, arid- 
his daughter^ is in this refpeft indeed his 

B 6 daughter ; ' 
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daughter ; but I believe. Major, I need 
not teli you, I rejefted all offered ad- 
vaiuage^. and declined, every claim on her 
fortuBe^-w.e are now parted; flie fays ta 
meet no more — pals the blot. Major, perA- 
haps it was not a tear^ 

But why you aCk do I not explain the 
myftery that diftr>effes her,, i£ I caa do 
it with honour to myfelf ? 

It is poffible. Major,, that a man may ' 
have indifpeniible reafons for concealing 
his alliens,, who has none to be q/kamed 
of them; and ta entruft you^with a fe- 
cret, I aftually want courage, yes, Mary,^ 
my beloved wife, it is in thy noble,^ thy 
upright heart, the dagger muft be planted* 
Great God! whofe decrees are in&ruti*. 
able, by what a combination of events^ 
what improbable,, and nearly impoffible 
means; am I become the inftrument of 
thy vengeance on the offspring of the 
guilty? yet dare I murmur, when perhaps 

fhc 
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the fevere taflc^ which honour and juftice 
impofes on me ; is the only thing that 
could mitigate the pain I am doomed ta 
inflid^ 

Julia Nevilte, heirefs to the houfe of 
Ruthven, and the immenfe wealth of hep 
father, is a lovely girl^ her mother livea 
in this her only child ; the Ear^ reckonsr 
on quarterings ; at kaft equal' to his own^ 
for her heires's- lozenge ; and build» 
much on feeing her nobly efpoufed; when, 
as he plans it, his thle may defcend to 
her lecond fon : Lord Morden, eldeft fon^ 
to the Marquis of L,. and heir to a duke-^ 
dom offers^ propofals, which are at this^ 
time under confidepation ; L.ord M. is- 
diffipatedi; Jidia, thoughtlefs j, this mar-» 
riage may be honourable, but it cannot 
be happy : Lady Mary difapproved it from 
the firft. The equal familiarity, and the 
terms brother, and fifter, in which my 
Reuben^ and Mi& Neville have lived; 

would^ 
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wouldj I hoped, have prevented their ixn^ 
bibing a wanner fentiment for each other ;^. 
the contrary however has happened; they 
are mutually attached: my wife, whofe ge- 
nerous love for me, knew not the law of 
prudence,; contrary to my wifh, faw, and- 
and encouraged their growing paflion; (he 
had no idea, that a youth formed ^ under 
my eye, and educated by ?7^^,. could he an- 
uneligible match for* any woman ; my- 
daughter is charming^ fhe would fay, fhe 
will alfo be very rich,. and that paltry 
advantage is the only one fhe has over 
Reuben Moncrafs; thcfe were the effu-- 
lions of a fond heart, not the «arguments 
of reafon. I could not endure to know 
the worthy old Earl's laudable fchemes,' 
for the aggrandizement of his family,, 
fiiould always be obftruBed by me ^ I ex- 
preffed myfelf with great warmth on this 
fubjeft, both to Lady Mary and Reuben: 
the latter, I am happy to fay is a lad of 
honour ; paffion fpoke one language, juf- 

>tice 
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lice another, he prc&red the laft, and 
coincided with his father. I had formed. 
a plan to fend him to Portugal, where un^ 
der the aufpices of his mother*^ family,, 
he might have acquired at once the ad- 
vantages of travel,, and military experi- 
ence ; the Earl forgot in his anger, the 
refpeft due to my chara£ler, as well as 
his own, and charged me with meanly 
plotting to gain his grand-daughter, ^nd 
her wealth, for my fon ; after this, you will 
be furprifed to hear that I aftually, now, 
have it in view to haften the match, which 
I before fo earneftiy oppofed ; I have 
accordingly relinquilhed my firft inten- 
tion, of fending my fon abroad, and ceafed 
to blame, tho' I would not, at prefent, be 
known to approve of his love for Julia. 
Lady Mary will fbon be reconciled to an- 
union flie once encouraged, and receive 
the little rebel into grace. 

3ut Oh! my gentle Agnes, where 15 

the maternal bofom, that ihould fuftain 

thy 


%$ AGNES; 

Ay drooping Fovelinefs,. £ifs^ thy falling 
tear, affert thy right,, and avenge thy 
wrong ! thou, poor deferted viftim, fhall 
Moncrafs forfake thee ? fhall he facrifice 
to' his own private peace, the right which 
juftice and misfoptune fhould render 
dearer then the life-blbod which flow» 
from his heart Plunder what plea fhould' 
he feek a fanBionfor that innate bafe^ 
nefs, which could rejeft the fupplicati- 
©ns of the faint who confrgned thee to 
his proteftioB ?> — What? abandon thee ioi 
defaoiation, give up thy. fpotlefs fan>e 
to the rude tongue of flanderj to gratify, 
the fond^ the felfifh Jongings* of my own? 
heart I. Oh memory!- drefs not the paft* 
in fuch feduoing forms ;. avaunt, ye felfifhi 
tempters, I turn fronv recolle8.ion, -from 
the afpirations of; unbounded love, to? 
injured innocence; to thcmodcftyiy^tf^- 
nefs of Agnes De^Courci. — Thou unfuf— 
pefting purity, how unconfcious art thou,, 

or 
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of thepangs I fuffer for thee? — Her ami- 
able fenfibility renders her anxious to 
footh the (tifquiet of my mind^ flie has 
no conception it is poflible, Jh^ can have 
given pain to the wife of her benefador 
as fhe will ftyle me^ much lefs does (he 
conceive, fhe is the (ble caufe of a fepe- 
EatioTs (hs conftantly deplores ; npr would 
I for worlds her delicacy fliould be 
wounded, ^ by the Ibpcking intelligence ]; 
to prevent this is now my chief care> I 
have forbid my fervants fpeaking at aU 
on the fubjeft, and fee fo few people it 
'» next to. iflapoflible it can happen. 

I fuppofe I have aggravated my (ihs^ 
and perhaps incurred your cenfure. Ma- 
jor^ by a. ftep' which I acknowlege* I 
have taken for my omn gratification.. 

Deprived of every ether comfort, I 
have brought Agnes to Belle Vue; I 
dareiwt coufiguher to Qblivioo,, ibe is.. 

boroi 
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born ta flune the ornament of fociiety •: 
her beauty^ elegance, and above all the 
captivating graces of her converfation, 
the propcncity of her fehtiments^ and the 
poignancy of her wit, were not bellowed 
on her for concealment. 

Andarethefe then, you alk, the claimd^ 
to: whicb the peace of Lady Mary is fa-^ 
crificed? forbear. Major, to probe. th« heart 

•XT- 

r which w&uld, but cannot unfold itfelf . to 
the eye of £rienfliip; NOy my friend 
ker claims are thofe of birth, virtue, 
and . misfortunes, and Moncrafs is her 
prote6lor, farewell^. 

MONCRASSI 

' Do not forget the young man, I re- 
commended to your good offices, with 
the fecretary of war ; Lady Mary wifhes 
much to tempt him from his hermitage ; he 
is the moft excentric being in the world ; 
he knows not or believes not, that man 
* was 
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was formed for fociety; he vegetates,. 
and with very fine talents^ believes, Ma< 
is all the bufinefs he has in the world.- 
Mrs. Butler, a charming little creature 
who caJls him brother, wa& brought up- 
with him by an odd old woman,,whofe own 
romantic turn, as well as her little for- 
tune^ flie left divided between Mrs. B. 
and this Harley ; young Butler, happily 
for the lady, took her out of the trai, a 
mels of romance, very foon after hef 
aunts death ; and: fhe is become foTenfible 
of the wrong bias, her mind received,, 
-and fo defirous Harley (hould ihare her 
advantages, that I believe,, it is at hep. 
requeft, through the intereft of her mo- 
ther-in-law, that Lady Mary patronizes, 
him ; however, be that as it may, it wilk 
afford me great pleafure, toftiew my belo- 
ved wife, how much I refpeft her com- 
mands^ 
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Mr s.Dowaffer Butler to Lady Mary M(mva^. 


Soho- Square, London;! 

^EVER, my dear Lady Mary, have I 
met with any thing fo diftreffing as the 
accident which prevents my atending you 
in.your ftill greater misfortune ;. the dif. 
location ©f a limb, is at any time, and ia 
any circumftance, a greiveous calamity ;: 
and a reftoration to* its ufe,. fo great a 
bleffing,, that I feel myfelf^ I hope, for 
the firft time in my life,, guilty of ingra- 
titude to my maker, by giving way to. a 
fretful impatience at my confinement. I 
have feveral times attemptedto begin my 
journey to Bath^ my ancle is fet and 
every dangerous fymptom conquered^ but 

r 
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I cantiot bear the motion of my carriage, 
altho* I have fcnt it to Hatchet's, to have 
pt new hnng, on purpofe. My temper, 
which you have faid was fo eafy, it wa« 
not in the power of -common events to 
difcompofc it, — is no longer fo ;— I am 
miferable at ray inability to come to you ; 
I have loft the firft of bleffings, the will to 
be pleafed : if content be the fountain of 
felicity, no wonder itsreverfe fhouldpro^ 
duce fb many evils : I am degenerating 
into one of the -pcfts of focicty, an ill 
tempered old woman ; my gentle daughter 
in law, with all her patience will, I fear, 
be weary of her office, flie has been the 
fweeteft nurfe in the world ; my fon aftu- 

m 

ally runs away from me ; in a word madam. 
General Moncra& has not only robbed 
y<nt of your peace, he has alfo deftroyed 
Tnine^ and he has injured, me yet more, 
he has leflened my eftimation of God's 
moQ, noble work, or indeed filled me with 
doubts of there being fiich a thing, in 

eftxience ; 
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>cxiftence.; where fhall we feek an honelk 
4nan after fuch a falling off in him^ it is 
not only himfelf, and you, he has aftually 
^ifhonoured mankind ; I am all wonder^ 
.amaz;ement and indignation. 

- Your billet is the hea?ald of grief^ and 
wrote in fo incoherent a ftyle, that had 
:^ot the fame me flenger brought Lord 
Ruthveri's inftruftion to my fon^ I could 
^ot have comprehended its ia^ort^ : 

Your amiable, and undeviating atten- 
Jtion to the health of your father, is at 
this period almoft :as great a hardlhip on 
Tne, as my own confinement ; fince I flat* 
ter myfelf, the fame friendly heart, which 
lias had. the happinefs to confole you, 
•«nder fo many difagreeabk events here- 
tofore, would Bot ^oxo decreafe in power^ 
when its will, and wilhes, are more lively 
than everj withhold not; I implore you, my 
<dear Lady Mary, the particulars of your 
; -heart 
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licart wounding ftoiy, from your faithful 
Conftance ; gratify the moft painful curi- 
ofity I ever fek j aod again try the efficacy 
of the fame remedy, which once was 
tifedto rcleivjeyou; fuffer me to partici- 
pate in this, as I have done in all youf 
former troubles* 

Wifl the world, you afk, Ipare you ? will 
it not rather confider the ingratitude and 
perfidy of the General, as a proper ptu- 
nifhment due to the weaknefs that would 
purfue him in violation bf female delicacy? 

The world, my amiable friend, has feen 
with what exemplary fortitude, patience^ 
and refignation, you bore your hard deC 
tiny with Neville ; the laudability of the 
motives that influenced your firft choice 
are well Icnown ; and the Wbrld bears loud 
teftrmony^ to that generofity of fentiment» 
-which induced you to beftow your inva- 
luable feU^ and large fortune^ on one 

whom 
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(wliom it efteemed ambdel of worth and 
lionour ; and behold a miracle is wrought 
in your favour ; publio^-c^port fpeaks for 
once, the language of truth; it is unanimous 
in condemning the General^ and ^acquit^ 
<ingmy friend. 

Major Melrofe called this morning to 
inform my foh, the commiffion for Mr. 
Harley lay at the war office ; I did not 
iee him, he lamented your domellic mit- 
ibrtune, my fon fays, very feelingly. 

Mrs. Butler, and indeed every perfon 
yjfho has (he pleafure to know Mr. Hafley, 
wifhes to fee him divefted of his pen^ 
<:hant for rural -fimpltcity ; he has really 
-fine qualities, and a very good under- 
ftanding ; there is alfo, as your ladyihip 
liave obferved, an interefting ibmething 
in his manner, which never fails to fpeak 
4x> the heart ; ^line I confefs is much at«- 
tachedto. him, and I join very cordially 
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ift the generSil Opinion, that he would be 
ati amiable inhabitant of the great world. 

: Do yott •now Mr. MontFord, Mrs. 
Butler*s rich uncle ? he promifed, he fays» 
to his fifter, the late Mrs, • Ann Montford, 
tjl^at he would leave his large fortune be- 
tween her two pets ; Caroline ftill ftand$ 
high in his good opinion, but poor Hiarlej% 
if he continues to live at the hermitage^ . 
will, I fear, be totally out of favor : the 
great regard he has for the young man is, 
perhaps, the beft excufe for the petulance, - 
which/ever breaks out when his manner ' 
of life is the fubjeft of converfation ;rhe 
will give^ he fwears, one half of his fofw 
tiine as he rpromifed to Mrs. Butler, but 
if Harley perfifts in his indolence and in- 
aSivity, he wilj build an bofpital with 
the other, for -ideots, who, like himfid^lfi 
Jiave toiled., and ihoiled, for other peo- 
ple's children. Caroline !|s generally in 
tears on tholie occafions : I never knew ' 
Vox. X. C * 
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a ftronger (ifterly affedion ; and as to 
James, I only wifh his eideft brother and 
himfelf had fo great an affefiion for each 
other^ as fubfifts between hiit and yoang 
Harley^ 

■•* #' " • - 

- We are unanimous in our oDinion^ 
that if th« young man could be prevailed 
on to accept the commiflion, it would be 
produftive of every change in his fenti- 
tnents, his friends can defire ;. but your 
ladyihip muft decide for us ; ift is not a 
defireable thing to receive favours from 
people whofe condud: deprives them of 
our efteem : and we are by no means fure 
you would approve of his accepting the 
commiffion from the general, Ihould his 
inclination coincide with the defire of his 
friends^ which is not at all^ a fettled point. « 
It jis very hard to eradicate the impreffl- 
ojxs made at an early period of life, on 
fenfible minds ;i the more fetriSble the 
mprc likely Will they be to retain their 

♦ • ' their 
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irft prejudicesi^ how abftitd foever thefe 
may be ; more efpecially if the appear- 
ance of reafon can be'poflibly introdaced 
\o fc^ijport ike weak fa^bric on which the^ 
are Founded. > It required a Very ftrong 
attacl ment to weaft Mts. Btttler from he«* 
pred^^idien for that plfeafantj odd retire- 
inem, where '(he was brought' iip* fee 
very i^ocetitly ftiil avers, that tho^ hei* 
1iu(band*s 'prtgfence'has pow^r 'to render* 
«very {ilace a paradife to her, yet the* 
xnoihent flie is alotie her ntind reverts to 
the dear hetmitag^/ Vhkh (he prefers to^ 
*ny of the fintk^s ftie has feeii;' we 
were there lallf ftirfirtier, k- is merely a 
ple^lint fpot,:in a; fine' coHifitiy, turned 
aiid twifted into" al) forts of ihs^es, except 
thofe which "Common fcnfe would ap-i 
prove, 'yet it <is pretty, yomdannot help 
teing pleafed, at the- ^mtl moment that 
you are convinced the walks, and embeU 
4i(hment^, are the flights of a romantic 

C 41 imagination^ 
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imagination, loo varm for reafon, to<>. 
abftrufe for probability; hcrcy you fee 
jiymphs defigned for emblems c^ tke 
coldeft ckaftity^ exalted on pedeftal% 
vound which are fcroUs of paflionate 
verfes ; there an Anchorite prefents you 
vith a tranflation from Qvid, and in the 
snoll retired part of the grove a winged 
cupid, ^nd a death's head, occupy each 
% corner on an altar raifed to Diana, with 
fifty other abfurdities equally charader^ 
iftic of the late ow/ier'^ mind ; where love 
for Mr. Neville^ and religion^ are faid to 
bave formed an unaccountable nUxture 
to the hour of her deaths nay^ the fcanda. 
lous chronicle has iet ypxu^ Harl^ down 
{or her fon» by that unhappy man : But 
tho* Mrs. MoAtford's charad;er was an 
(^xtraordina^ one» all who jinew hpj jlc^ 
4|uitcd it of impurity^ 


It 
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It refts with you, l^ady Mary^ Ivhethcr 
we IhaSl call this young man t^ a part on 
the bufy ftage of life ; or leave him to the 
impul£e which^ he fays^ inpels him to con« 
elude his exigence, as he began it in the 
humble praQice of private virtue, in the 
excrcife of benevolence^ and in the pur^ 
fuit of mental knowledge* 

But do you forgive me^ Lady Mary> 
for writing fo much on a fubje£t^ fo little 
interefting toyourprefent feelings? none 
of my family would take a (ingle ftep^ 
where General Moncrafs was concerned, 
without your direftion z-^and after all, a 
fubje£l that will carry a mind corroding 
with forrow, ou^ofitfelf, muft be accep-< 
table : if therefore^ it has a moment di-i 
verted your attention from the pangs in- 
gratitude ever leaves in a generous bo- 
fom, the relief will be mutual, as it has 
given a fhort ceffation to the fympathetic 

C 3 concera 
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concerA ever felt for iDy deareft coufii^ 
by herfaWhful ,- • 

# 

CoKSTANcx Butler;. 

. ■ ■ 

If the recital of your misfortune afFeOl 
you too^ much^ let Julia be your amanu^ 

t 

enfis. — I fliall be wretched till I hca« 
from you. 


. « k 
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Laiy Mary Moncrafs to Mrs. Butler* 


Bath. 

JM O, C6hftance^ no ;— -painful as is the 
taCk^ no pen can defcribe the dreadful 
anguifh which preys on me, but my own. 
Alas ! and can it be P-J—have I endured a 
worfe than Turkifti flavery, when the 
mind, regardlefs of any other hardfhip^ 
felt only the difappointment of its firft 
fond, its blafted hope ?^ — And did Pro- 
vidence fignalize itfelf in favor of my 
breaking heart ;' by freeing me from * a 
tyrant 'I abhored, by returning to my 
faithful bofom the man I adored, when 
even hope was no more for this ?^— Did I 

C 4 exult- 
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exult in the poflei&on €^ wealth ; did I 
feek him in the cave of obfcurity ; and 
was I willing to unite my fplendid fortune 
with an indigent wanderer^ to be in« 
fulted, injured^ and dilhonored ?— Faiths 
lefs man ! he thinks not of the dotage thai 
would have died for him : enjoying now 
the e&ateaof hjts.anceftors, by the repeal 
of the fcntence which confighed his re^ 
bellious family to difgrace, and confifcated 
their inheritance : he forgets the dift^ncje 
from which my love reached hinji, 5 — fatal 
ipeannefs! he abandoned me in my youth; 
left me to the tyrany of cuftom, to- be 
difpofed of by my father^ as pride or ca- 
price direfted 5 — yet, I meanly fought him, 
fought him among the wretched herd, 
whofe crimes had rendered them aliens to 
their country : — and now; but this is noft 
what my friend is impatient for ; — this is in- 
ve£live, and not narrative. Oh Conftance ! 
where, or how fhall I begin ? — Julia t— - 
can Julia paint the an^uiih ihe is a flraa- 

g« 
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ger to ? — can fhc recount the injuries Ihe 
has no conception of ?— Oh no ! let her 
ftill remain in ignorance of her mother*» 
vreaknefs : I fhould blufli to let her know 
how much I deferve the fate I have met : 
you only ever fhall witnefs the pangs I 
endure ; to others I appear fupported by 
a confcious dignity ; and wounded pride j; 
while the agony that tears my foul, — the 
floods of forrow that now (lain my paper; 
• — explain to yon that the real anguifh 
which diftraQs me; flows from ill-requited 
love : fo in the time of Mr. Neville, when 
his libertinifm firft; — and then his tyranny 
and avarice, deprived me of every joy of 
fociety.— My patience, my pfecidity, held 
me Up as an example of conjugal obedi- 
ence and forbearance :— alas ! the Ihal* 
low world knew not that imagination had 
raiffed an akar^' to a wandering, a firft un« 
fortunate lover, in my mind; where every 
paffion retired to pay adoration ; and left 
me^ totaIIy>.and equally impenetrable to 

C 5. die 
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the fenfations of either joy or grief, from 
fommon events ;. except where my child 
was concerned ;— there, indeed^ I felt^ 
that firong as my paffion for Moncrafs 
was, the ties of maternal fondnefs ; would 
difpute with him> the empire of my heart ; 
— <-but, let roe not dwell on the paft,. — the 
delightful paft; — when, tho* torn forever^ 
as I then believed, from all my hopes ; I 
thought of hhn with undefcribable plea- 
sure;— faw him, tho* poor, and a fugi- 
tive, robed in honor, and wrapt in integ« 
rity; believed it was excefs of love 
induced him to leave ine^ and fondly per- 
fued his deftiny with my, unceafing pray- 
ers.— Oh ! what a change I — Cruel Mon* 
crafs ! — Why haft thou torn the illufion 
from my fenfes ?~Why muft the angel of 
|ny adoration be changed to a i^emon of 
darknefs P-r-YjCt, yet I wander . firpta npty 
purpofe, and you are yet in fvi|penqe« 

M* Mr. 
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Lady Mary Moncrafi in continuatitm. 


Bath*. 

Y OU know,, that laft printer, one of the 
happieft among the happy ; T attended my 
fktherto Bath: the paralytic ftroke, by 
which he was att^ck'd, rendered his going 
neceflary, . ahd I could not bear he ihould^ 
take the journey, alone. I had then, been 
five years the wife of General MoHcraf3^;> 
^hofe unremitting tendernefs, and appa- 
rent increafe of love, Itftme no wifh un- 
gratified: he watched every- turn of * my 
countenance; could penetrate into my- 
raoft fecret thoughts; aiid his judgmiift,. 
an every occafion, appeared- to be . the ' 

G 6' reful^ 
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refult of mine : our fentiments^ manners^ 
and inclinations^ w^ere the fame ; one foul 
feemed to animate our bodies ; and fo en- 
tirely were we paired^ that notwithftan-- 
ding the difference in our religion, I 
exulted in the certainty of being, finally 
judged by the fame God, and receiving, 
with himj the fame immortal Fiat. 

In this happy fecurity I remained, till 
ihe week before we left Bath; where, one 
morning, the fwifs delivered my hu£- 
band a note, which I ihould not have ob*- 
feifved, but from the confternation vifible 
in his countenance; he ftarted up ; enquire 
led eagerly for the perfon who had brought 
it ; itnd on being told it was a chair-ma% 
jcall'd for hi&hat^and abruptly left the houfe« 

Suyprife, aftonifhment, and a kind of 

'infiin£iive terror; a dread of fcmiething^ 

I knew not what, took poflefiion of my 

snind: my fathcf ftarted; be feared» 

he 
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te faid, it was a challenge; my appre- 
lienfion coinciding vrith his opinions^ 'I 
fainted inftantly away. 

I recovered to uncertain terror: he 
did hot return till time to drefs j — and 
then, fo altered; his countenance fo 
pale, fo woe-begone, my heart ftmk at 
the light.— 

I flew to his arms; implored him to 
make me the partner of his forrow, as J 
had long been of his joys :— conceive my 
aftoniihmeht! he did indeed pre& me to 
his hearty but retired to his chamber mxh-^ 
ourfpeaking. Julia followed, I contdnot; 
the poor child hung about him, threw her-i 
felf at his feet, called him father; im-^ 
plored him to reveal the caufe of his 
diftrefs,-— but all in vain ; tears burfl from 
bis eyes ; he beged to be alone. 

Diftra^edl 
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. X>iftFa£faedy and alarmed, I queftioned 
^^ Mk I he only knew^ a chair-i^i^ had 
left the note: I have poor tale^t^ for in.* 
trigue, — neverthelefs> there was fome- 
dring fo myfterious in all this^.that I aiked 
Gallini if he fhould know the chair-man ? 
he anfwered^ he believed he fhould : I 
g^ve him orders to find' him. out^ and 
bring,him«to me;. 

The- fervant had not feft the room a 
moment^ before I repented of what I had 
done :>— my Reuben^, thought I, is in af* 
fiidion i his heart is free frbmguile ; he 
is incapable of wicc;. /hall' I,, by prying, 
intO'the caufe of his. grief encjrcafe it ? or,, 
by tampetdng meanly with his fervant; let 
them fee I can fufpe£l the beft of human 
hearts P^^No^ Reuben,. I wiU not. £o^ ia» 
juse thee! 

a 

I rang, to countermand tht orders F 
had given the fwifs. 

It 
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It was too late, lie was gone to execute 
ny commands; and -in a few Inoment^ 
brought the chair-raan. 

I was now exceedihgfjr embarrafled>. 

to fend the man away, after I had taken' 
Sd much pain» ta find him,, before L 
had afted a fingle queftion^ would, I 
thought look odd ; and to alk of him any 

leading one,' was an infuh to my hufband: 

at length, I bade GalUni biding him in, and. ^ 

wail. 

Friend, (aid I, you brought a note here 
this moming> from which, I apprehend, 
fome danger to the General, as I* have 
reafon to think it is a challenge*— 

* A challenge, my Lady, anfwered the * 
fellow ;'— no, no 5 you need not fear that ; 
the 'gentlewoman did not' lobk as if Ihe 
could fiurt his honor :— why ihe fell into 

• ' ' • V ' " * ' ' fits 
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fits for joy, at fight of him ; I was faiii to 
fetch the dpftor.-r 

That moment was the tomb of my 
peace ; all the joy of confidential Idve in- 
ftantly deferted me ; the fmiling train of 
unfufpefting faith, of undeviating finccrity, 
forfdok my fad heart ;— and oh ! with what 
fell guefts were the miferable vacancies 
fupplied ; I trembled :— *' a woman in^^s 
for;^;^ /** — who ?— what could fhe be ? — yet, 
cv€n then, in that horrid moment, I was 
not totally off my guard* I difmifled the 
fellow, and immediately fent Curtis to the 
White-Hart: fhe returned in an hour, and 
her intelligence diftraSed me. 

Two ladies ^ad come there in a poft* 
chaife ; they eagerly enquired where Ge- 
neral Moncrafs might be found, and dif- 
patched abillet to him ;-«->the General im<« 
mediately followed the meffenger. One 
pi the ladies was extremely ill^ and fainted 
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in his arms ; the other retired, and left 
Moncrai^ with the invalid : they were ihut 
up together four hours before he left thfc 
inn. The lady was then very much in^. 
difpofed^ — but had, notwithftanding, or- 
dered horfes early in the morning. 

Dinner was ferved; my faithlefs huf- 
band excufed himfelf from coming down $ 
he had letters to write of the laft im- 
portance, and begged we would difpenfe 
with his company : — ^my father, poor man ! 
enjoys his meals ; and Julia,, having her 
favorite Reuben with her, was too happy 
to perciev^ her mother's mifery : — but for 
mc ; yet I need not defcribe to you, how 
the time paiT^d with me* 

At fix, he ordered his chair; and re- 
turned at feven. I was really indifpofed^ 
and my looks indicated the diforder of my 
mind.-- --Deceitful to the laft, he even af- 
fe&ed concern^ and dropt a tear upon mj 

hand i 
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!hahd ; I di%uifed my incfignatiosii; dsid he 
retired^ at my rcqueft, toaieperateappart*^ 
mcnt, glad^ no doubt, of an' excufe fo 
ironformable to his own wi&esw 

^» At fiye in the morning,, he was- ag^0 

31 cut : I faw his hafty^ perturbed, his guilty 
ftepi |>afEng quick under my**vindow» 
Ihad^ let me confefs my weaknefs, been 
«p the whole night ; «£nd Horn only thrc r 
snyfelf^ inagony^ on the bed. 


#» 


•He returned home before tcn,^ ^l»* * 
breakfaft hour.) A more placid look, • . 
concealed the dark thoughts that occu- 
pied his mind; Curtis told Am, I fcad 
refted ill, and was notu fleepmg; he ex- 
cufed himfelf from joining my father, and 
Julia at breakfaft^ and {hot himfelf in the 
library. 

• Curtis took the opportunity to renew 
ter enquires at the inn : the women were 

gone I 
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gwe ; one ^f them was fo ill^ that Doc?- 

'■* * . • • » <. - , 

tqr Cary had l^een fent foi^ who- admi:* 
niftered a cbrdij^ medicine, which bad^ 
in.fbme meafiire, compofed her : ho ftr,> 
nuoufl^ oppofed her undertaking u jour- 
ney^ and told the landlady, he fliould not 
be furprifed if fee exp^'red oti tl)e rqad^ 
but file was not to be detered - 


— . * - • *.'>. 


:.v Ja the moining^the General was in hcX^ 
jcbamber yery early : he carried her in 1^ 
irms ta the chaife ; enqjbraced them both 
/everal, tinies> and fa extremely did tbi^ 
feparation af|Feft him : after he had left 
the carriage, — twice did he return, and a$ 
often w-Qm the tender adieus repeated,:. 
this i^ th€«.funi of what could be learned 
at thos iitfic^-^ , , ^ 

It was now, my dear Conftance, I re- 
folved, for the firft time, inriiy turn; to play 
the hypocrite i ' I jftill ftffeaed to be unable 
Iftleaveniy fibaajiber,, Thi:ee days elafped,; 

then,. 
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then, he faid, he had bufinffs of impor- 
tance in London, which required his ixn- 
tnediate prefence : tho' liis manner of 
announcing our reparation was a« novel 
as criminal ; I took no notice, but en- 
gaged a relation of Curtis to follow faim, 
and obferveaU his a6lipns. ' 


% « 


f.' 


Imagine, my friend, what I iuffered in 
this painful interval : many were the hours 
in which t was loft to a fenfe of my for- 
row! — many, in which I gave myfelfup 
to rage, and madnefs;wand many, in 
which I befought the Almighty to 
ftrengthen me with patience. At length ; 
reafon^ and refleftion, cam^ to my aid; 
—pride alfo, female pride, contributed to 
fix my refolution > which once formed, I 
determined invariably to adhere to«r 

At the end of a week, my agent re- 
turned, having watched Moncrafs in all 
fets manoeuvres^ till he left London ; and 

bad 
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htd come as * far on his way back as Lord 
fl-'s, where he meant to Hay a day, or two ; 
and. my .agent having no means of. getting 
uccefs lo the family ; he had there left 
him, and returned with his intelligence 
to me* 

On leaving Bathj— my God!— How 
have I |>at]ience ^to give you this detail?— 
What, but my unalterable iriendihip, my. 
refpe^t to your opinion, my confidence in 
your afFe£iion, could give me fpirits, or 
power to retrace. events, which has left 
mexhe moft miferable of l>eings? 

On leaving Bath, General Moncrafs 
rode acrois the country to Dover; .where 
he again met the \twx> women ^ one ^f 
whom be put on board the packet, under, 
the care of a female attendant, who had 
been waiting there for her : the other he 
<;QnVeyedsto London ; and placed her as- 
ihe daughter of a deceafed officer^ in thc; 

I10U& 
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lioufe of Madame De-Vallmont, thie- wi*» 
dow of a French merchant ; a woman, as it 
appeared^ efrefpeftable charaftcr. The 
young creature is beautiful; and wdl-edu-s 
cated ; Moncrafs viBttd her conftjantly ; 
t^jiomeftics 'were inamediately engaged, and 
cveiy thing' attended to, that could add 
tb her pleaifiire, or convenience ; every 
iappendage to'a-anli; was fiipplied with that 
eager avidity which mark the favors of 
men at^a certsiin portod'of life, t© beauti- 
ful young women: - his time, while in 
London, was* iffho&y ddv^ted to this new 
l)auble ;—filkii mtifliftSi' jewels,* and laces, 
Tivere the morning oblations, paid to this, 
his idei : liis eftabiifhed, regular hours, 
were facrificed at hcrflirinc; and fcarcc 
could he prevail xmi himfelf to leave her. 
^t dbifdniiritt. :*•..': - . [ : > f • 




This accotirtt almoft peifrified me 5 we-J 
vetdie»ldfs;"I had>»formed myref^lutioiv 
a^nd cbtermined to be influenced by fa6ts' 
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mfy, free from the prejudice of paflion : 
I therefore waited his return, with a kind 
of determined 'impatience, I cannot deC* 
cribe. 

On the eve of the fecond day after my 
5cgent left him, he arrived ; when in the 
prefcncc of my father, and Julia, I taxed 
him with the circumftances I have related, 
and demanded an explanation of his 
conduft. 

Perhaps, my dear friend, you may 
think of this ftep, as I do myfelf, with' 
fome degree of cenfure ; I own, my Heart 
has frequently reproached me with a want 
of delicacy, a want of refpefl, for the 
pride of his fpirit : my father has too 
much in his power, to bt confidered as 'an 
impartial judge ;, and perhaps, the confe.lt^ 
fion I expeftcd, was too great an hunii- 
liation to an independant fpirit; at* this 
period of the affair, 1 lland felf-con- 

demned i 
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demned ; I feel my condufl was unwcnr-» 
thy a daughter of the houfe of Ruthvefri^ 
it was indeed difgracefuL to philanihro*. 
phy : — ^nor^ I Wufli to "fay it, did I flop 
here ; my whole part in the fcene was 
degrading to my principles; and muft have 
left an imprefEon, that will help, for fome 
time, to quiet the remorfe, which General 
Moncrafs will ene day feel, on a retrofpeft 
of our love, and our parting: my father's 
refentment, if poffible, exceeded mine^ 
his tcndernefs, afnd always partial opinion 
of his only child, placed her in a rank 
of beings above the common order of wo- 
men ; he had always refented Neville's 
tyranny, and his parxiciilarities ; but Ne- 
ville a&ually ^adored his daughter ; that 
unhappy man's unbounded fondnefs for 
me, contrafted with his owji unamiable 
dirpdrulen, were perpetual fources of 
idifquiet to liimfelf, as well as mifery to 
all about him ; few men knew the world 
4>etter: my unconqueraible coldnefs filled 

him 
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Itim with diftruft, ndt ot my principles, 
but of my affedion ; but dill, he confi-i 
dered me iii the fame partial light, as my 
father did. 

What a fcene then, ^as here opehing 
Tor the Karl: he waited, with trembling 
impatience, -for ^he General's aiifwer^ 
who hefitated, changed colour, and turn'd 
to the window^ 

His CDnduft Was equal, in my father's 
cpinion, to a confeflion of the moft blame- 
able nature : — no longer able to conquer 
his rage, he gave it vent in r^roaches ; 
upraided Moncrafe with the indigence 
irom which my fondnefs raifed him, with* 
the rebellious fpifit of his family; the 
pains all mine had taken, to get him re- 
ftored to his paternal inheritance 5 and the 
honor dpne him by our alliance : you will' 
hardly believe it of me, Conftante, but 
fo much had the narrow paffion of jealoufy 

Vou 1. D lowered 
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lowered me, I joined in my father's in- 
vectives, and proudly afk'd if his (ick 
foreigner wduld« or (:ould do as much for 
him as I had done« 

Ah! Mary, replied he, after a long 
l^aufe ; why will you thus urge a temper^ 
too like ypur own, to fufFer indignity witl\- 
forbearance :— My Lord, turning to n>y 
father, did I not venerate your age, and 
refpefl. you as the father of Lady Mary ; 
I (hould lell you, how infinitely a grate- 
ful fpirit overpays all obligations ;— it is 
a fpirit never poiTeffed by the mean re- 
membrancer of paft favors : and I am con-, 
vinced, I feel for your lordfliip, what you 
c;ould not for me, were we to change cha- 
ra£lers;-*-I could not upbraid my loweft 
dependant, as you have done me. — As to 
yon. Lady Mary, you will one day be 
convinced of my gratitude, fince you de- 
mand iti » " "■ 


I defpife 
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T defpife your gratitude, Sir; X will not 
accept it-: — if you would convince me, my 
peace is of the • leaft importalice to. you^ 
tell me tl« Claaiiis thofe* women have on 
yoa: — her, at Mrs. De-VaUmont*s ia 
particular,— her, on whom you are fquan« 
deriBg y©«r fortune. 

How, Mary, interrupted lie> bkve I 
Chen been watched ? Have )rt>u dcfcerfded 
fo much from your Ofwn cha^ad^r, as .to 
let fpics on your hufband's conduct ?^ 

The e vent juftifi^ltheaQ:, Si«f:— 

So it has, join -d 'my 'father. 

Dear Mad^m, cried Julia,^ thr^lng 
lierfelfatmy fe«et, have pati*nc^; 'mf^de* 
rate your anger ^ the General will, I ant 
fure, clear his' own* honor. 

He raifed the weeding girl td his breaft, 

My father fternely commanded her to 
retj^re*: and'then, addreffiDg him in a fo« 
lemn tone of voke : 

General Moncrafs, faidhe, you are csJU 
^ uponk, by my daughter, once Lady Mary 

Da Ruthv^iW 
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Ruthven^ wow ^(mr mfe^ for an explanatioB 
<jf your condu3; :— -It will not, in my opi* 
jfiion, admit of any ; nevprthelefs, Ihe has 
alked it; and I^ her fatter, and proteftor^ 
demand it^ 

I now faw the impropriety of ii^rconduS 
in making the Earl a party jto the budnefs; 
he trembled with «ge^ and with a furious 
a.fpe.Q:, waited the G^neraJ'sanfwej. 

After a foileinn, and affefting filence, 
i[ny hufband turned to me; and taking 
jmy handii intreated me to confide in his 
honor: do not, (aid he, feek to knov 
*\rhat will ftrike at your deareft intereft— p- 
fcelieve me incapabU of wronging you-—*' 
^ime yill ^convince you^ 


So Conftance^ I was to forbear 
quiries, becaufe there confefledly) was 
that to know, that w^uld wound my xleareft 
intereft ; I was, to fit tam^ely down, know* 
jpg my hufband had a mi&refs, nor dare 
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lo* aflc what I flioufd gfieve to knoifff 
vrho^ Conftance, could bear this ? wajs F 
not right at laft, ^in- telling him coofy^ 
I would wait that time, before* we met; 
again ? yes^ there I feel I was myfelf, F 
a€led confiftent with my own charafter. 

I haffily quitted the room with my 
father ; die Geners^ retired to his appart^^ 
ment : the Earl's carriage was ordered,^ 
and we left Bath immediately^ 

Curtis remained to pack up our wardi- 
f obe 5 Julia's Alice only attended us :— 
you will conclude^ I had a ftronger reafon 
for leaving my woman^ than merely the 

* - * 

care of our cloaths: Curtis is an obferVarit 
and fenfible woman ; her conftant atten- 
dance on my perfon. and having once 
been the only converfable female I was 
fufFered tb have about me, created a kind 
of friendjttiip in me, which is repaid by' 
her^ with a faithful, and refpeClful attach^-- 
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menti my wilt is the rule af her zStions, 
and I know her incapable of abufing my 
confidence. — She^ of all oui domellicsj^ 
was^ the only perfon> who was acquainted 
with the occafion of our Reparation :«— I 
knew fhe would obferye on the Genepcal'St 
condud^ without any exageration.. 

Nothing, file fays^ could. equad his iur^ 
pri;&e^ whe^n be found we were^ocie i GaU 
lini rapp'd a^t his door,, when dinner was 
ferved, and was anfwered without its be^ 
ing opene.dj^ that he was indifppiSwl* and 
flipuld oot go dow^^ 

The faithful Swifs, has been as old, and 
reipe£led a lervant to hiin, as jCui>ti$ has 
to ine : he ventured to afk if his mafter 
would have any thing ferved up in his ap- 
partment ; he w^as bid not to be trouble- 
fome; and the faithful dosieftic joined. 
Curtis, bojth^ with t^ars deploring our uiu 
fcappinefs. At nine he rang for.cofFe^, 

and 
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and was then told we had left the houfe 
eight hours. Curtis was Ordered up; he 
could not at firft credit her, but was at 
length fatisfied the fa6l was at they reprc- 
lented It : he immediately fat down to' 
Vritea letter, and fent an exprefc after us 
with it. The letter contained general 
profeffioQs of love and honor, — but not a 
lyllable about his bauble at Madame De« 
Vallmont's: he has fince fent others, but as 
they did not lead to a vindication, and as 
he declined entering on the fubjeft of 
moft confequence to me ; I have now 
made up my mind> and do^ not open any 
letters from^ him. — 

Made up my mind, Conftance> did I 
fay ? — Oh no ! — The barbed arrow lies 
there, rankling with the utmoft malignity !" 
•^— My perfon is, it is true, divided from 
him, tut he ftill occupies all my thoughts^ 
ftill matters every fenfe^ and embitters 

D 4 every 
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every moment of my exiftence ir— Oh that 
i cquld forget ! 

>. 

•* The v^m fo pjeafing* and the hearJt fo.kixid ;. 
" All pafs before me in remembrance dear,— 
"Thought follows^ tliought, and tear fucceeds 
" ta tear." 

Let mc bury thefe mean follies deep in 
your bofom> and my own; — for, has he 
not, Conftance, in defiance of all fenfe 
ofhonor^ juftice,, and compaflion? — Has 
he not thrown off the malk^. and takjen her 
home to his own houfe ; given her my 
place at his villa ? — He has carried her 
among his tenants, and fives a hermit, 
where he reigned a prince. But vainly 
do the vicious fancy, they can hide them- 
felves from the fhame of a bad aft; 
" Fame, with its feet on earth,, and head 
in the fkies,'* will find out their fecret re- 
cefs, and drag them to public view, And^^ 
could he expeft my wrongs would be 

openly 


AGNES. 


57 

I 


openly known^ and not as openly talked 

of^ and refented ?— But there he has hii 

favorite ^\ to himfelf; no vifitors difturb 

his folitude ; a few of the diflipated men' 

r 

only^ dine with him ; and fenfual obfervers 
{peak highly of the beauty, and accom- 
pliflimemts, of the creature who prefides 
at his table ; Madame De-Vallmont ferves 
as a convenient companion :-~aftonilhing !' 
that a woman, who through a feries of un^ 
merited calamities, maintained an irre-* 
proachable charafter, ihould accept of fo ' 
humiliating a fituation, as duenna to. a kept 
woman; — but intereft, the idol of man-i- 
kind, was, no doubt, the bait. 

As to our young hermit, I am as earned •* 
to have him enter a world, where, I thirtk, * 
he will fhine; as Mr. Montford or any of 
you can be: — and, altho' / havo^ reaf6Ti ^ 
to refent General Moncrafs*s private 
trealtnent of me, no other perfon has ; if 
therefore, Major Melrofehas bad the good- 
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nefs to get him a commiffion^ by all means^ 
prevail oh him to accept it : and,, if yot^ 
would get the counfeltoir to hint^ how pro- 
per it would be for Harley to wait oa the Ge-» 
neral^ and return him thanks for his favour % 
he would^ perhaps^ give you an account of 
the manner they live in^ nearer truth than 
a,ny I have yet heard : — at the fame time^ 
my dear Conftancej you muft be careful 
not to mention ihis^ as my wifb^ to him» 
or Mr. Butler ; but if Mrs. Butler was to 
engage him in a particular correfpon- 
ilence^ you would be able to tell me all he 
i^ommunic^t^ to tkem^ on the fubjefl next 
my heart : — If you are fhock'd at the 
meanefs to which I ftoop about this un-, 
grateful man, you muft love as I do,^ and 
be as wretchedj before you can properly 
decide on the inconiiftency;^ in the elub* 
rafter of, dear Conftance, yqur's ever, 

M> Mqncrass* 
LET. 
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* 

James Buikr, Efq. to Edward Barley^ Ef^. 


London^ 

X AM, this inftant, fetting out on the 
circuit ; have therefore only time to fay, 
acommiilion lies ready figned. for you, 
at the war office, and it' is the hope of 
all your friends you will accept it; gene- 
ral Moncrafs, who is now in your neigh- 
bourhood, is the fbunder of your good^ 
fortune;: you may perhaps think in neceff- 
ary to wait on him, and' I am authorized ^ 
by Lady Mary Moncrafs to tell you : flic 
will be particularly pleafed, at every 
mark of refpefl; you fliew the General: 
ihe is very much ^ratified^ by his remem- 

D 6 brance 


So AGNES. 

branc^ of her recommendation ; and ad-- 
vifes you to cultivate his frtendfhip^ by 
every means in your power. 

Adieu, dear Edward, Caroline Bids you 
prepare a very fmart uniform, ini which 
ihe will introduce you to her circle, ma- 
ny of whofe enquiries, after our hermit, 
arq very flattering. 

/ 

James. Butlx.r% 
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Edward Harl^y Ef^. to James Butler ^ Efj^ 

« 

r 

\ Hermitage, 

Dear Tamesi^ 

t 

JL AM much concernedi Generaf Mon- 
crafs fliould have condefcended to in- ^ 
tereft himfelf, in the fortunes . of. fuch- 
an infenfible being as myfelf : take the , 
trouble to llgnify my concern to Caroline^ 
for not giving her a beau brother, but^ 
the thing is out oC nature ;* — If (he would . 
fee me in my bcft attire,, it muft be at 
my hermitage, when I am decked out 
to receive her; ferioufly dear Butler, 
here I muft vegitate, and I h^ve fixed 
on the green fdd, under which I mean to ' 
be laid. Adieuj 

Edward Harley. 
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James Butler t EJq. to Edward Harf/y^ £fq. 


Soho-Square>. LcMidon.. 

1 OUft laft letter greatly diftrcffesAei 
and Csfroline is inconfblable ; it is need- 
lefs td (ay, h6if dear you are to us both ; 
the uiKommon fweetn^fs of your fifter's 
difpofitton, the fettnth of her itaahners^ 
and th'e ihfant atta^chment between you^ 
may give the feniblance of greater ten* 
derneft lo h^r profeffioii ; but believe Aiit 
Harley, het* feelings for you, her foIiciL 
tude for y6ilir welfare, canhot-be ftrongei^ 
than mine— We were early united lA the 
bonds of fri^ndflli]^ ; fetin^Si which death 
only I truft will break ; from the time of 

our 
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our firft acqucdntaMe, when Lady Mary 
prevailed on Mrs. Montford, to fufFer 
your tutor, to receive mc under his care $ 
to the period, when it was ih feme degree 
ueceflary, to change hs^py fw wife ; our 
ftudies, our pleafures, our fentiinents, 
and purfuits, were the fome ; how comci 
it therefore Edward, we differ fo much 
on a point the moft eflential to our fu- 
ture welfare ? 

. A refpedaU^ andeni^ compared life 
to the Olympic games ; where ibaie ven- 
tured for glory, others for gain; while 
a third party^ w^d thofe by »o means, 
theraoft contemptible, chofe tobefpec- 
tators; but it did boI emer the head of 
the fage obferver, that any would be 
added 10 ihofe, who in UAl pofiefficm^ 
mental, as well as bodily ftrength, could 
be content t0 exift^ witte)Wt action, or ob^ 
fervation* 


I 
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I have dedicated timt^ I can ill fpare^ 
from. the bufinefs of my profeffion; to 
argue the matter coolly with you, 
Edward j and to draw from you, the 
real ftate of your fituation, and incli- 
nation* . 

General Moncrafs has obtained for 
you a commiifion in the army, which 
you refufe to accept ; 

. Admiral, Mizen- oilers you, his intereft 
in the navy. ) . . 

The Chancellor, in menxory of family ob- 
ligations,' and thegreatrefpeflhe bore Mrs. 
Montford j wifhcs you to eiiter the temple, 
and go through the neceffary gradations to- 

quaUfyyoUrfelf,forAiiparticularproteaiom 

* I. ^ 

Mr. Montfordt has purchafcd, the next 

prefentation to one of the beft livings in* 

England, where the incumbent is very 

p}& ; on the idea^ that your ferious turn 

may 
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may induce you to embcace a.facerdotal 
profeffion ; he has alfo kept his name^ \\\ 
the firm of the bufinefs^ by which his. 
own large fortune, has been accumulated;; 
in hopes, that if' you decline every other 
proportion ; tKat^^zx^^ at laft tempt you^ 
to .{hake off the laffitude of your difpofi- 
tion, and adopt a mode of life,^ the moffi 
pleafing to- him.. 


Thus Edward, the- army,, navy, law* 
church, and trade; have been fucceC*^ 
fively offered to your adoption. 

We all lament your — what fhall I calf 
it, inftability, or inflexibility n o4fie^ os 
other ofr thofe unamiable extremes, it 
certainly is; it is a refleftion ort your own 
underftanding, and a fource of perpetual^ 
difquiet to your friends ; the tears oP 
your adopted fifter are ever flowing; 
oh Harley f how ardent is h^sr friend-' 
Jttiip; fhe repines at the preference youi 

give 
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give your inanimate favorites^ to her 
fociety. 

Mr. Montford, kfs delicate, and more 
fevere ; charges you ^v;ith indo)encc of 
habit, and ftupidity of ideas ; he is grieved^ 
and angry wkh bimfelf for being fo ; but 
neither Caroline's tendernefs, ^or Mr.. 
Montford's difpleafure, comprehend half 
the misfortunes I fbrefee, from the in- 

a&ivity of fuch a mind as yours. 

\ 

4 

As neceffity is the mother of invention^ 
fp is idlencfs, the foundrefs of evil. 

If you were a fportfman; your little 
fortune, vroul<i not only afford you the 
fuU enjoyment of your favorke amufe- 
ment, but your extreme fenfibility, would, 
like a large head of water, by being di- 
verted inta different channels^ loofe the 
power to overwhelm you witl\ its force : 

and 
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smd the exerciie of the 'chace^ would alfa 
' comribute to the health of your body^ 

. If the (Convivial circle coutd allure yoci 
from your fequellered haunts ; it would 
be a pleafure to refleS^ jthat you enJQye<I 
the fociety you liked> wkh more goul 
from your occafional retreatA^ 

Were you a libertine^ a& epicare^ or 
even a mifer; ftill your mind having an 
obje£l.in purfuit^ would he in lefs danger^ 
then now :. a young man filled wth the 
pureft milk of human kindnefs : the ab«> 
fidiute fon of fenfibility : living in a 
fiate of apathy: retiring to foKtudet 
fttunning .fodety : prefering the biuflung; 
ft^oets of a new blown rofe^ to the liumaa 
face divine ; and paying greater attention 
to the cultivation of his garden^ than to* 
the foul of man : oh Harley ! it cannot 
laft, you know not the precipice on which 
you ftand« 

Yomr 
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Yoor bofom glows "Wkh benevofencej 
you diffufe 'happinefs^ and diftribute cha-* 
rity ; the chiklren of poverty hail you as* 
their pfttron ; and the viQiims of forr^j^w, 
raife their feeble vorce in prayers for 
their Ixnefafter : cyou are bounteou* to 
your labourers, and ftadious to reward 
the induftrious; you are in Ihorty a^young 
uncle Toby ; ** for every man's misfortune^ 
you: have a tear, for every man's need,, 
a {hilling}" you look, inwar^ where ima-^ 
ginOidon is ever pleafed ;. and backward, 
where confcience is ever ftill ; and this^ 
you fancy, is the funr of- earthly good ^ 
you. dream not of the ties, which aire* 
aBuflUy neceffary to your exiftence : No ;. 
you are the Ajdam, for whom the Creator 
mever defigned an Eve-: you are out of the: 
reach of paffion ; a (toic, a philbfbpher^. 
a Diogenes at twenty two; what a- reu- 
verfe awaits you«. 
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Your foirt, Edward^ is fiormed for i»n- 
^fler connexions ; y®u have yet ovAyfecn^ 
not felt beauty ; the charming ruftks of 
your village^ can only attrad the eyes, 
and yowrs,* arc in fidijeSion to. your 
mind ; you are therefore inviainerable to 
them, ^bttt ihere ire a fort of womcn^ 
^ho are not fo eafily repulfcd; whofelooks^ 
voice^ and mahners^ Aeal into the fou)« 
with fuch a welcome, fuch imperceptible 
craft, and fo firmly fix themfelves there, 
that nothing but annihilation can e£Fe£l 
their TenK>val.* 

The firli female of this defcription you 

:!me€t ; who either is, or has art to per- 

(uade^cm fee is, asfenfible and as extra* 

^agant as yourfelf; will be your fate: 

^nd if fo you are undone^ 

. • r 

m 

Your little fortune is infufficient, (with- 
out fome exertions of your own) to fup- 

port 
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yort a family with comfort to yaurfelf :-^ 
obferve, I have not fuppofed the female 
whofe chains you ate t& yrca^ ; . will be, 4 
girl of fortune { thai I conceive- to be 
morally impoffible i becaufe fkch a OnQi 
will be taught higher maxisks, then;thofei 
that wUl be congenial to your humble 
enes; and our women of fortune^ from the 
ten pounds^ to ten diauiand ; ai^ early 
taught) the only juli equiValeoi^ ' is rmetsd 
for meta] ; they have too*^high a fen£b of 
their awn^ importance to. pay any regard 
to the particular difpofition of their hufr 
l)ands'; they will not therefore, really thini 
like you ; and wiH not be at the trouble, 
of aSe3:ing to do fo. 

« 

You arc, if you macry a portionlefs 
•wife r however amiable flie may be* fare 
lof encountering diftrefs« 

If you have refolution, to give up' the 
woman of your hearty rather than involve 

her 
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her in your difficulties, you certainly fayc 
yourfelf a world of one fort of trouble ;. 
but how will you contrive, to free your 
mind, from the thoufand fond regrets^ 
which will fill it with the image of her 
you love ? how bitter will be the recoU 
leElion, that in rejefting the offers ot 
your friends, you have alfo rejefted, the 
woman you adore; that in condemning 
jourfelf to a life of joylefs celibicy, you, 
deprive her of every hope of happinefs ; 
and either be the caufe o/ her giving her 
hand to a man, who has no ihare in her 
heart ; or perhaps, confign her, the vi£lim 
of fecret forrow, to an early grave.-— 

Well, is the matter fetled ? ' you will 
be abatchelor: look forward to the pe- 
riod of. hunian mifcry ; when the natural 
infirmities of age, are painful to the n^ojR; 
hs^py, and moft contented: when the 
fad hours creep on, flow, yet rapid: 
when every paffing moment, is followed, 

by 
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a groan of anguifli^ and a figh oT regret ; 
when your life will be burthenfome to 
yourfelF, uninterefting tothe worW, and 
iinufeful to fociety. 

While the warm animated circiilatiofi 
of youthful blood, keeps its wonted cur- 
rent in your veins, and glows on youf 
dheek ; while you *have health to take 
brown exercife, and create appetite; whfle 
tiie hilarity of your fpirits^ gives ftrengtK 
-to your limbs ; while you dare Tiflc the 
ihid-day lieaty when the dog ftar reigns ; 
the difappointmefit of your liopes, wifl 
^e attended with a kind of melting, and 

4 

not unpleafing woe; that have I borne^ 

and this do I fuffer, you will fay, rather 

ttan make her wretched : you will feel 

the impoffibility of happinefs without her, 

you will refign yourfelf to forrow, you 

will find a luxary in fighing, and there 

are certain fenfations of pleafore even in 

the tears of genuine paffion. 

But 
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But time, paiHj weaknefs, imbecility, 
liind your own folitary fire fide ; will re- 
mind' you of many aMentees, -neceffary 
to gild the going down of life. 

The frigid how-dy'e of acquaintances, 
the lukewarm <:oncern of friends, the 
hnportant vifits ^f diftant relations, cou-* 
fins of your laft will and teftament, the 
negleS c€ Tetvants, the hard hand of -a 
mercenary nurfe, which opens with « 
thoufand times more alacrity to gra*^ 
your gold, then gentlenefs, to ^rap the 
flannels round your gouty legs; who fees 
with extreme fortitude, the near approach 
of your dilfolution : but whofe apprehen- 
fions are really ferious, leaft any of the 
perquifites of heroffice (hould efcape her» 
at the moment (he anticipates your laft 
groan : thefe will all ipeak to your feeU 
kigs, in a language, pain, and petulance, 
will teach you to underftand, 

Vou L E Do 
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Do you like this portrait ?^or fhall we 
reyerfe it ? You marry the woman yon 
love, you have a family— worfe^ iofiuitely 
^orfe. 

/ Behold the wife of your choice, her, 
whofe eye could glance you into rapture ; 
fee, it is humid, funk, and ail its luftre 
loft in care ; her (tlent fufferings, caU 
on every faculty of your foul, for tender^^* 
Defs, for relief, for indulgence; your 
purfe is too light to afford either; you 
are wounded by her fatigue, you feel her 
groans, and your agonies increafe, with 
the impoflibility of alleviating her an^ 
guiih, or of concealing your own. 

Your girls, are all that 1>eauty» and 
good fenfe, aided by the faultlefs cxssn^ 
pie of their mother, can make them ; but 
fee, they retire to weep^ their white bo-* 
foms heave with fc^row, and indignation: 
iheir homely^ ilUbjed neighbours, de- 
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fpife, and infult ihcm ; you fire at thfe 
affront, alafs^ your refentment is derided 
— yottf tage is impotent ; titey art richer > 
than yoUf their daughters have wealth, yours 
iiave only merit* 

ft 

Your fons are learned, fenlible, and 
Twett-bred; but, tbey aTe neverthekfs, 
bloomed to encounter the proud man's 
fcorn; they have to roll their (lone up 
the fteep hill, if they fail it is not tbem^ 
it is their father* 

I have wrote fo much, and my mind 
IS fo engroiTed, by the fubjeSl of my' 
letter ; that I, at thi^ moQient, actually 
Taney, I fee you> furrounded, by a group 
^f amiable children, <:ircumftanced as I 
have defcribed them ; ajid am too much 
^affe&ed to proceed : deareft Edward^ we 
Join our prayers, our entreaties, be per« 
fuaded; come to us, mak^e «is happy* 

James, 

Caroliks B^tles* 
£ a L £ T- 
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Edward Barley, Efq. to James Butler, E/q. 


Hermitage, 

JL Received your letter, my dear bro- 
ther, with gratitude, and afFe£lionr and 
allow me to fay, if not convinced by your 
argument, I am at lead charmed with 
your eloquence. 

I did not inamediately anfwer it. I 
tave been trying to new mould my dif- 
polition, and perfuade myfelf to confent 
with grace, to the requifitions of my 
friend^. 

I have looked round my little boun- 
«dary, and repeated your arguments to 

its 
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its harmlefs inmates; I have told the 
venerable oaks, the fpreading palm, and 
the tall poplar ; which have fo long af^ 
forded me a moft acceptable Ihelter froth 
the mid-day fun : that tho* I am ftill fen- 
fible of their refrelhing bounty, I am on 
the point of accounting them, totally ufe* 

lefs, and invaluable,. 

« ■ 

I am writing now, on the verdant bank 
of the clear ftreani, where Caroline went 
through Taffo with me ; undifturbed by 
ought but the murmurs, of a paffing cur- 
rent, which fupplies my table with filh, 
and from whence I quaff draughts of real 
iie6lar ; I have confidered/ and recon- 
fidered, how to be wife, and forfake the 
calm feat of fober contemplation. 

I have put by my brown cruff in great 
fcorn, at the idea of feafting, moft vo*. 
luptuoufly, on your adulterated white ; 
but it will not do, ray foul involuntarily 

£ 3 {brinks* 
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ihrlnks frcMn the offered kindnel^ of my 
prudent friends^ while I feel their ibli- 
citude for my welfare^ with gratitude 
unutterable. 

But limply to (ay^ I cannot be a man 
of the worlds is not enough ; the gene«^ 
rous pains you have taken to convince 
me^ I fuffer in the opinion of judicious 
people^ who accufe me of an obftinate 
adherence to error^ or an unpardonable 
mutability, which prevents my fixing on 
any plan, merely from the variety your 
indulgence offers to my choice ; calls for 
an explanation^ and defence^ of the mo* 
tives which induce me torejeftthe advan.- 
tages which appear to you, of fo much 
importance. 

General Moncrafs, unfolicited by me, 
Jias procured a commiflion in the army, 
for a mortal, who treads with caution the 
winding paths of his little wood, Icaft by 

an 
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zxi ttiiwary ftep, he fhould put to death, 
any of the unoffending part of the ci*e- 
ation ; he felefts for the deftru6iion of 
the human race, a man who fhudders at 
the necelEty ofdeftroying the moft infig- 
Rificant reptile, becaufe his heart bidf* 
him refleft on the importance of that aft, 
which tears the firft gift of God^ from its 
fnoft humble pofleifor. 

The General, thus appoints the Ton of 
peace ; to the avocation of war ; he puts 
the fword into a hand, that trembles at 
j^ght of human blood. 

War is, according to the general fyfteni^ 
of politics laudable, and it may be fome- 
times, necelfary j it is juftified by exam- 
ples innumerable, both in divine, and 
moral hiftory, its facred fire has arrima- 
%tdi heroes, whofe fame, deluges of human 
blood, have rendered immortal % it has 
confcffedly puniflied tyranny, and torn 

E 4 the* 
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the tfefurper from the throneof the Lord's 
annoifited ; but^ k has alfo widowed the 
forrowing matpon^ and forever divided 
the diftrafled mother^ from hep bleeding 
infifint;: it has left the daughters of chaf^ 
tity,. ttnprotefled; — in the hands of brutal 
violence; it has alineated right,, it ha^ 
fanftified wrong ; but it has not power 
ta make a. foldier of Edward' Harley :— 
yet 1 will thank tlie General for* his well- 
meant kindnefs ;: I fay welUmeant, be- 
caufe it ftrikes me, he intended a com«- 
pliment to Lady Mary ; I know of no 
other inducement he has to fence mc,; 
he has been two months at Belie-Vue^ 
and I have not even bowed to his 
AgneS) an omiflion I am aftoniihed hf 
can pardon. 

Admiral Mizen, is Mr. Montf6rd*s friend 
on the old fcore of eleftion intereft, and 
he offers that to a man whahas a borough^ 
to fell, or give away^ as flxall beft fuit the 

intereft 
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intcreft of both parties ; which he would 
refufe to a wounded veteran. 

There was a time, when the Honor of 
bearing a commiflion in the Britifli navy, 
might excufe the ypung mind, for thif ft- 
ii^ after the bloody banner of war; 
our Admirals were reaHy brave, and they 
were confequentjy humane ;, they receiv- 
ed their commiflions, as the higheft dif-. 
tin£iion,. in. the gift of an Engliih prince j 
confid^ring themfelves, as entrufted with 
the bulwark, of their country,— they were 
emulous to approve* themfelves, , equab to 
th0 confidence, repofed in them c the na« 
tipnal glpry, and the people's fafety, were 
(ie]:i9&9 ^qtrally facred; and important, 
Frpp ;th& moment they entered their 
VPQde];^^Yprlds,. they felt no animofity^ 
iri^qmpa^bte: with their, duty.; whatever 
¥[er€ the politics ^ of' the* minifters; . they 
nemeniibered it .was their unequivocal duty^ 
(0,:.bQli9^.th^urking|[ and hunible iiis ene-. 

E 5 . niies 
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tnies ; to defend the dear bought rights 
of a free pec^le^ to prefenre nntarnifhed 
the glory of the Britifh flag, and fufFer 
no ftain to reft on their own honor.. 

When our Admirals are of this defcrip- 
lion viftory^ follows oup fleets ; and an 
Engliih feaman is si I'efpe&able being, 
vhere-ever he ieiti^ his foot ; but were I 
inclined ta enter the honorable corp, of 
naval heroes ; I am too far advanced in 
life, to think of troubling Admiral Mizen^ 


r 
.J 


The law is a refpeSabt^ pmfeflion; 
many of the firft geniufes of the age, give 
to, and receive honor from it ;, but ttdnd 
ef the evils you ft> pathetically deferibei 
would be prevented by my attetinte^ita 
|n the law ; you, my. dear Butlct^, aire oaitf 
of its omamwts ; your heart' is as ijfttor- 
jrupted, as your head is clearj fueh a mam 
as you, in the praftice of the law 4» a ge- 
neral good; but it ia never thelefejth^ 

bane^ 
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&ane^ as well as blefling of foeicty; Far 
from the humble roof, and humbler 
fiearti of Edward Harley, be the advan^ 
tag?s,, and tumults refuUing. from law. 

For^iVeray fweet friend, dear CaiFolinc . 
fbrgive him,: who ^ would faGrifice his ex- - 
iftence in your ferviceu neither can he 
prevail on himfelfy to mount the facred 
eminence, . to ffend between the Almighty, . 
and his people, to preach virtues; he has 
not refolution to praftice^ to pocket tl^d * 
tenths of the.' poor, .fof the glory of God, 
to fence hfe own pofterity from inconve- 
nience, by} the fegal: rapacity of power; 
can ' your adopted r brother, him whofe ' 
)roung'idea i was taught: to - jQioot with* 
3K>ursi;,caft he dd this?^' 

Have I talents, capacity^^ ordncHha-- 

tion for trade? my more, than brother, 

ftiend ^ of my youth ; fuffer me here to 

• tecathe the fweets of content, pearce, and* 

•^ . £ 6^ benevolence . 
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benevolence ; if I know fo little, and 
you fo much of my heart ; if it is really 
deftined to be the prey of paffion^ this 
much at leaft I may fay, . I will fufFer a»- 
lone ; no haplefs female ihall be involved 
in my misfortunes; but why fhould I 
encounter real dangers, from ideal fears ; 
life now glides on like a fmooth unruffled 
current ; winds may arife,. black tempefl: 
darken the horizon^ tliunder may appat„ 
and lightnings blaft me i butj^, fliall I,, be- 
^aufe fuch things may be, quit the foft 
bofom of ferenity> now^ while the bright 
fun is in its meridian, and I am lifted 
out of the ken of mortal fear, by the 
refulgence of his fplendor : you muft be 
here, you muft not only fee> yo;u muft 
feel like me, to kjiow all my .pJcafttreSj^. 
to allpw full weight to my arguments^ 

Do^not fancy I am fuch an enthufiaft> 
as to imagine, I am either in my own 
praftice, or that-^ my rural neighbou^Sji 

infallible j 
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infsrllible; no, I know that amorig sdl 
inankdnd, there is* a general mixture of 
gpod, and evil; the difference is^ this? 
in- the great world, they^ are fo luipropi*. 
tioufly blended, the luftre of tbeformeri 
is^fvsarly loft,, in the more extenfive in^ 
fluence, of the latter ; fp that the* evil 
appears by far the moft predominate.: 

But the eafe is^ reverfed withus in the 
little world, we are afhamed of an im- 
moral a&> it is- not as with youi.Foft- in 
the monftrous mafs of coixuBon events, 
we hear of it, from fun rife, to the fetting 
of that glorious orb; it purfues us to our 
inmoft receffes^ and it is carefully re- 
membered, for thepurpofe of calling a 
blufli into the cheeks of our pofterity ; 
a matter fo vexatious in the confequence^ 
becomes difguftful in the a6i; illiterate 
people have more cunning (a quality 
which ferves them inftead of wifdom) 
than thofe of cultivated talents would 
. v 4 f imagine J 
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tmagthe; except tike me^ they (tudied 
fimpl^' nature! they have too macb fa- 
ring knowledge^ to barter an age of dif« 
grace^ for a moment's pleafure; but no 
ftate is free from error, ' all that fllort-- 
fighted mortals can do, isto diufe that^, 
which appear^, leaft likely to deftroythe 
feeds of honeft reftitude, v/hi<:h God ha* 
implanted in all his creatures : I am con- 
yinced. my tower, of ftrength is at the 
hermitage, let: it my dear Garoiihe be 
fioon fconored by your prefen^e, it Aw4l-i 
thcahe elyfiumto your ' 
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Major Melrofe to General Moncra/s, 


' I 


. London;. 

JL QH,' poh; my dear General, what tig- 
ttifies mincing the matter; it is as plain 
to me, as the ncrfe xh my faice i and that 
you will a1k)W nefeda^ no elucidation, that 
a pair of ^arkling eyes,, fhining over two 
cherry -cheeks, jaquiline nofe, ruby lip«^ 
and fmalf white teeth ; have taken the 
fonffefi* dF ybuT heart,' drove o*t the 
lawful commiteder, and put neair twenty 
yeart conftahcy to ^£lual rout.— I haw 
myfterics, if there are any mrfchiefs coo^ 
ceaFed under them, why the footier 'ti^ 
out the better J if tlierc- arfe not; fet me^ 
^ ^ tell 
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tell you General^ they are very foolifh ; 
what the duce is this girl with her fo^ 
reign name to you-? 1 am- fat dbwn to- 
write in a very ill humour,, I forewarn 
you of that — juft come from Bath, where 
you have left impreffions^^^ which wili cer- 
tainly fend your honor fo the d^— 1, if- 
thofe fame myfteries turn out as^ I expeft^ 
they will : by the bye,. I do not at alL 
comprehend a fyftem of benevolence that 
demands fo great a facrifice^ I would 
with. pkafure. give a few. hundrecU myfelf^ 
nay^ I would not flinch i£it. wereathou-r 
fiind or tw^,4tD relieyp an ini^ocenti; beau- 
tiful, obj^fl pf diftrefs ;, mind. I ftipulate 
^a^besyijjjf^ the fa,ce-pf, ^n ugly woman is L 
?WP w>ilh*me;aj terrible ds^per of:cha^ 

»JJ^ ; i ^^rf«.* fpoofc-Hj jirked f cojopitgiMUHjef 
iiQ.^^pr inftancpj with a cftg^^rrcolfiflj^^ 
»ie,?i, : and; a^ pair: of rpd fift^^, if ypux, 
Agp^s anfwered that difcriptioji, , qon- 
fefs, would her. intereft have been half fa 
%ong^— but ifi /be igfrre-jan angel,} I'b%Y^ 

no. 
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no fort of conception why my owi> peace, 
and ihat of thoTe defervedby dear to me 
fhouid be totally difregaisded) for the 
fake of mitigating the misfiortuiaes of 
c^heFs ; nor can: I penetraie the deptl\ 
of that myftery, which portends greater 
diftrefs to Lady Mary^ than the alienatioa 
of herhufband's afie6iions ; I (ay aliena^- 
tion, for if the mtereft and fortune of 
pour protegee,, be of more importance to 
you, than the peace of your wife, that is 
the cafe glofs it over how you will ;— f 
to be fare,. Lady Mary is fome feven or 
eight and thirty. The beautiful Agiies 
has not numbered much above half thofe 
years — ergo — a chryftial tear, fqu^ezed 
out of the corner of her black eye, fj^eaks 
clofer to the heart, tliaa all the matronly 
waitings of ber ladyfhip,. 

As I was. at Batli, and the o^icioti^ 
publidc, had announced me, I thought I 
co\dd not conftftent with commoa civi- 

Uty^ 
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(tity^ and good maimers, avoid making mjr 
bow in the Crefcent ; akbo' upon my 
foul I was^ fo much, 1 -was going to fay, 
afhamed, of you. General, .that I did not 
wifli to be let in ; contrary however 
to my expedatton, the porter told me,, 
my namre was excepted in die general 
i>rder to admit none but the phyfical. tribe t 
fo you fee they had heard I was at Bath, 
and expeded me to calU— Well— up I 
inarched : as flovi;, and cautious, as if a 
'mine had been ready to fpring under my 
feet; 'till the drawing room, door was 
thrown open*— 

And now for thct .Dramatics Perfonae t 

On one fide of the fire (the room was 
as hot as an oven ;) fat Lord Ruthven, 
the leg, and airm which had been affe8;ed 
with the paralytic ftroke, fupported on 
cufhions; his thick black brows drawn 
into a parallel line with his prominent 

nofcw 
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.Bafe, hlS" mouth fo entirely Ioft> between 
that leading feature, and his chin, that 
had it not been for. a hoUow grumbling 
'found, which dinn'd the car with your 
-name^ and late exploits, it wiould have 
-puzzled an aiiatcnnift to have difcovered 
^e had one : Lady Mary, whofe nervous 
Jiead-achs (as ihe afterwards informed me) 
defied her eyes.;, (they were indeed vifiblj^ 
afft&ci) was feated oppofite her father; 
the curtains of the windows, except one 
where pretty Julia fat drawing, all let 
down ; her Jadyfliip amu&ng h^rfelf with" 
that delightful exercife^ vulgarly yclep'd 
^' beating the devils tattoo. *• 

Julia laid down her pencil, as foon as 
I entered, and took her ftation at the 
back of her mother's chair : Hfem — hem 
—hem — how long I had been at Bath, 
the weather, the no company, and poli^ 
tics, were all attempted by way ' of intro^ 
tiucing cdnverfation, but after a monofyU 
lable or two, the effort was given up. 


9^ 
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At laft— I madfe- a bold pufii^ and enu- 
quired for yoil ; do you mean ta infuk 
us. Major Melrofe ? beHowed the old 
peer — kicking with his well leg, the 
cofbion from his fame one, wfadch Mi& 
Neville flew ta. replace i infuk you my 
Lord returned I with an aSe£ied fufprifep 
which I meant ihould appear very nat\]^ 
ral, but believe I iailed ia the. attempt;; 
I really do not comprehend — ^uprofe your 
rdivine rib^ and with a niajeftie tofs oT 
.her i head, would have commanded Julia, 
jto follow 'her out of the room. 

, You know. ray weak-fide General, I 
hate to be left by the women, there is 
certainly fomething very ' enlivening, in 
the pretty fhrill found of their voices; 
dear Lady Mary fa id L taking her hand 
.with unfeigned refpeft ; what direftil of- 
fence have 1 committed; there was a 
time when the name of Moncrafc was 
a paffport to your favor ;— what can have 

happened 


A- G N E S. 9g 

liappened in fo fhort a period to occafion 
fuch a change ? 

Bating her pride. Lady Mary is, and 
bating her age too j the fineft woman in 
fngland; her featifres glowed with indig- 
nation, flie grew an inch taller- 
Major Melrofe this treatment is un-*' 
^Mforthy your charafter and fentiments. 
In what refpeft Madam ? 
Let go my hand fif — if you really are 
ignorant of our fituation, permit note to 
leave you ; my father will explain to you^ 
^\i2X it is death to me to think of ; but, 
if, as I fufpeft, you are not, let me tell 
you fir,' this triumph over domeftic mi* 
fery, is a very poor one ; and ihe burft- 
'into tears.-^ 

There was no Handing this, I was blown 
to the devil General, I am always wrong, 
when I attempt any thing in the round 
about way j my forte is plain, unvarniflied 

truth J 
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truth ; (o having faltered, and equivocal 
ted, ^tiil I was afliamed of myfelf ; I 
fairly owned I /was in the fecrei, and 
oifered to confefs all, on condition her 
iadyihip wouid be rc-feated ; fhe very 
majefticalty performed her part of the 
treaty, and I as pun£bially falfilled rnine^ 
fo that if your wor fhip had been tempted, 
: ^s moft of us young old fellows are,' when 
a girf is in the cafe, to glofs over any of 
your mancuvres yon would have been 
Uown; but to do you^uftice their ac« 
count exadly tallied with yours 

An €^gravation ofymrjtns — yes ! faitTi 
wc have heard of the arri^'al (^ your da« 
mofelle, and her gouvernante^ ai £e;lle-* 
Vue, with all the editions, and additions^ 
impertinent curiofity, and double tongued 
Hander could invent. 

The Earl was quite vociTcrous, Lady 
IMary Juggled 4uurd to conceal her tears» 

Ibc 
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the ^ff^s entirely endifhabine, a ^hite. 
wrapper carelefsly thrown round her— 
her hair undrefied^ and fuch a total ah* 
fira£l:ednefs in her whole figure, from any 
concern in this wicked world; that I 
could not help confidering her, as a fine 
ndn^ on the point of falling into nothing ;, 
I felt myfelfftrangclyalFeaed, and ven- 
tured to aik whether matters had not been 
carried on with too great violence^ 

Oh Major, anfwered flte ! (then giving 
way to her tears) if we grant they have» 
has it not been the violence of fond 
affedion ? I now appear to the worlds 
and I doubt not to youtfelf, as an enra« 
ged jealous woman — I cannot deny the 
Juftice of the cenfure, thofe who remem<* 
bcr me in the days of Mr. Neville, are 
aftonifhed at fuch a reverfe of cbara&er : 
had I regarded General Moncrafs, as I 
4id Neville — he too might have had his 
plealures^ without being troubled with my 

enquiries; 
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«iquiries, it is the imsfortmnex)f my na- 
ture, that I cafinot eafily overcome pre- 
judices I ence im'brbe — ^fny fond imagi- 
nation had decked Moncrafe, in all the 
\nrtues, that could adorn a faultlefs being 
•^and then the -conCcioufnefs of my own 
unbounded love — 

Tailkof him nomoTe daughter (inter* 
nipted the Earl) ungrateful — worthlefs— . 
iinprincl{)le4— - 

Stay, my lord, cried I Interrupting hhn 
in my tarn>— remember — the man you are 
branding with thofe diihonorable epithets^ 
is my friend. 

That is not to your credit 'Major, an- 
fwrered he; with ' quicknefs« • 

I arole. 

The Majer my lord, faid Lady Mary,, 
is a friend to us all— he is a man of the 
world, — a man of gaUantry— he cannot 
feel as we do on this occafioii— allowance 
Kuft be made for the privilege of cuftom^ 
and the prejudices of education. 

Deaf 
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Dear mamma, faid Julia, (I {hall adore 
that girl) and why. is General Moncra& 
to be deprived of the indulgences, you 
are fo willing to grant M^jor Melr^fis, 
how often have you faid, there is no fuch 
thing as a perfeft charafter ? 

Forbear, Julia, faid Lady Mary with a 
fevere look, yeu feel much for the Gf^-* 
ral, and more for Reuben — how is it that 
your mother- fliare^ fo little inyour IJpk- 
licitude? . . 

Becaufi^ faid Jiilia, my mother, will^ 
"right or wrong,** be in a paffion, and 
punifh the innocent with the guilty ;H- 
now only think. Major, what, cruelty; 
here is poor Reuben Moncrafs,- for no 
earthly reafon in the world, that I knovf of> 
involved in his -father's difgrace; when^ 
you know, if the General is guilty, whicji 
perhaps he may be, and perhaps not^; 
Reuben, would, in the end, be th^ fu^- 
ferer, fince to be fure, it niuft be a veiy 

Vol. L . . F. . uncommon 
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•uncommon attachment^ ,that could have 
Aich influence over his father's condud« 

How often^ Mtfs Julia Neville^ have 
my Mother, and myfid^ both forbid your 
naming that young fellow ? 

True, my I/>rd, and I hav« bit my 
4ongue an hundred times in trying to obey 
y^u ; but I affure you, when I am forbid 
to i^i/A of him, I pay it off with thinking 
-f> it's pretty much^the fame.-— 

Julia Neville, faid Lady Mary, knitting 
her brows. 

I cannot help it. Madam, if I were to 
•i)e killed. 

¥6u will have niore. prudence, Julia^ 
when you are Ladj^^rMorden.— 

Lady Morden ! exdaim'd I in furprife. 

Yes Sir, faid the fancy prattler, you 
know his Ldrdfliip I prefume— but per- 
haps you do not know he condefcends to 
drop his own ancient title, and is willing 
to take ciir'Sj with all incumbrances, not 
Incepting myfilf; — :Major, refuming her 
* pencil^ 
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|)eiitil, ^o yoa like my grandfather^s 
•choice of a hufband forme? 

Do you, Mif« i^ville?-^-* 
. Oh tie! I ah determineA not to ac<. 
ceptk'.-^ 

Atid pray wtiy fo Madam? faid the Earl^ 
elmoft choalPd with pafficm — 

^B6ca\tfe— feecaufc, glaftcing an eamcft 
look at4ier«l»dtiier, I do not think it is 
{brtunate«L 

Julia, faid Xady Mary, you know how 
much* you difpleafe me by talking in thi« 
tnanner to yourvcricrrf^lc grand-father: ^oi^ 
ought to hre the laft perfoii to throw out » 
Tcfleftion that aBudes to your own father* 

Not when I am the principal fufferer.— 

You a fufferer,' — why pray Mifs, what 
d6 you futfer ? faid the EarL 

* A '^eat deal rrty Lc^rd, I am deprived ' 
•ef the ohly focitty I' define inearth, and 
bored to death with the love, ^nd adora*- 
tion of a man,' whairegard^ me, as much 
as i do him^ V^hkh'4$ liHlt fendufh ;^-*and 
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insfhort, my Lord, ifyou teizeme about 
Lord Morden, I will aftuaUy mn.away to 
Reuben, if he will receive mc., 

/OJi— tno doubted that, I date, ftgr Mifs, 
he is too well inftrufted to refufc you, while 
)ie. thinks your Either's^ foftune, asxd my 
cftate, will follow your ridiculous choicQ^ 
—but you are a ward of ch^ucely^ and if 
he dares receiifeyou — there are kws:-—* 

And, faid Lady Mary gravely^ if Reu^ 

ben Moncrafs is your choice — ^a mother's 

bleffing fhall .be ever withheld from y<>Uv; 

but I wonder how you have the confidence 

40 talk in this manner befc^re^l^ajor Mel- 

rofe ; except indeed, you me^n it as . an 

.indireft meffage, to tl^e fqn qfAim who has 

injured me. 

I am extremely concerned. Lady Mary^ 
j(raid I very ferioiafly) that: I am fo^nfor* 
lunate as to.Q:aiidfo very low in ypur L.9«- 
dyfhip's opinion :— 

Forgive me. Major, a wounded fpirU 
jjs.very hard to bear;. s#4 to haveiiny own, 

aud 
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«tnd' only child ; one from whom I have 
every right to expefl confolation^ league 
^ith my enemies is enough to turn my 
^birain,:. 

Julia arofe, and with more gravity tHaft 
I thought fhe could afliime — Major faid^ 
'flie, I am grieved to have drawn by my 
-volubility, fuch a cenfure on you ; and 
wbetieve me my d)ear mamn»a (ktfCng her 
hand) and^ow my honored grandfather, 
if' I did not feel I was right, I could not 
•be fo pert ; General Monerafs is not my 
isfiamma's enemy, lam fure he adores her; , 
and 1 have a prefentiment all will be right 
yet ; but in the mean time, here you drive 
on; and in r^t;<?n^f to him, I muft be made 
the facrifice ; don't you talk of Lord ^ 
Morden, and I will not fay any thing of 
Reuben j I know I want four years of 
being.of age, and to tell you the truth 
'tis well r do— for the forbidding me^ to 
fee Reuben, makes me fo weary of every 
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thing elle^ that, I fometimes think a bold 
ftroke in foflne of us, urauld fist^/ri^t. 

I was much hurt at Lady Maiy's hint ; 
and could not immediately reconcile my« 
fdf to the mean fufpicion il implied ; 
however on lecotkBingi that ai^er his 
fome privileges,^ and grief more: I ftif- 
feredit to pafs — and reibmed the cotw 
verfation, from the partof Mi& Neville's 
fyeechj. that alloded to yoi^ 

I begged to be eonfidered^ as Lady 
Mary had truly reprefented me, the ge*-* 
neral friend of the family ; andadded^ I was 
fure matters muft have been aggravated, 
or mifreprefented ; I would venture to 
ftake my honor, and every thing dear to 
me> as a man, and a foldier, on the af- 
feftion of my friend for hia amiable, and 
accomplifhed wife ; and faith General, I 
found myfelf in a vein to be very elo- 
quent, had my clevernefs beea encoura^ 

geds 
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ged; but the Eairl cutmeihart^ by afk^ 
ing me, whether you had requefted, or 
knew of my interference ? 

I anfwered him you did not: .... 

Let me a(k yoti Major faid your Lady. 
''^o your not know — he- has a woman— « 
^e very woman in keeping at his houfe?--t 

You do not anfwer me — you cannot. 
Pardon me madam, I have heard from 
llie General Wmfelf, he has a young lady 
under his proteBion, but he aflures me 
flie is a woman of honor— 

Ah Major, what then are the ties which 
bind him to her ? or why are thofe kept 
fecrec from me ? if my peace is concerned, 
if his relerve, (no matter how laudable 
his motives) deftroys my quiet, can any 
idling excufe it ? I will fuppofe this girl 
to be his natural daughter, or fome iiear 
relation; have I evinced fo contracted a 
mtndP is my heart fo narrow,, that it will 
allow no^^oom for a perfon juftifiably 
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dear to my hufband ? Oh Major, the very 
fuppofition is an injury ; then fo circum-- 
ftanced; I appeal to the generofity of 
your own heart, whether my demands 
are not reafonable ; I only alk to have 
the woman given up, to be provided for 
by me — and to be made acquainted with 
the nature of his connexion with her. 

"We men madam, do not perhaps in 
all points, judge exa£ily like the ladies ; 
khere may be fomething in giving up, and 
telling tales, not perhaps confiftent with 
our notions of honor. 

Nothing lefs by G — d interrupted the 
Earl, Ihall be accepted 

What, not if he refigns the lady to her 
own connexions, and engages to give her 
entirely up, never to fae her more ? — 

Oh you divine man, cried Julia, running 
up to me, and I verily believe the little 
witch would have kiffed* me had I en- 
couraged the motion, but I am too modeft 
General^ I only took her hand, and with 
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a countenaiice that did not fpeak my feef^ 
ing« if it was not full of earned anxiety 3 
repealed the propofition. 

And what fecurity will General Mon** 
crafe give^ faid the Earl ironically, that 
he will not again part with his wife for 
thb pretty bauble ? 

I was agaitt hurt — I • arofe and took my 
hat— - 

Lddy M6ntra:f*' alfo arofe — you are 
BOt- Major you fay authoriafcd, ^to -make 
any propofal, oh the part of . General 
Moncrafs ? 

Nomadam, but my regard for my friend, 
and fny refpeftfor * youF lady fliipi, would 
carry me great lengths^ I am not even fare 
I ^ould .prevail on th^ General to — 

Enough {h\ enough — interrupted Ihc 
wirti refentment, her facef in a glow, and 
curtfying as Ihe retreated to her chair. 

Mifs Neville gave me her hand, God 
blefs yQu Major faid fhfe, I fupppfe we 
fee y(3v, no more, every thing worth living 
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for is baniihed this hou(e ; the Earl began 
to rebuke the open-hearted girl^ and I 
heard them at high words as I defcended 
the flairs. 

Now as I faid before, the retrofpe£t of 

this vifit^ leaves me in a very ill humour ; 

the old Eagrl is an oddity, but he is a man 

of ftri£t honor ; has lived to a good old 

age, wrapped up in this his darling daugh* 

ter ; and therefore muft feel her diftrefs, 

and faith 'tis a pity, the old grecian one 

half gone as he is by difeafe, (hould not 

carry the other heart, whole to his grave : 

then Lady Mary a£luatly is, one of the 

hejl. as well as one of the fineft women in 

England of her years ; few women in any 

age, or country, ever gave fuch proofs of 

affedion, as fhe has done for you; and 

'tis plaguy hard to difmount her off a 

hobby-horfe, which has coft her fo dear ; 

at a period of life too, when civility to a 

fine woman, is the more acceptable ; as 

ihe knows^ if fhe has any fenfe at all i 

flie 


A G N E S. 10/ 

I 

flie IS daily decreafing in the attraEiions^ 
that with our wicked fex^ tell to more ac-« 
county than either goodnefs, or virtue : 
as to Julia, her mother's authority is To 
weakened,, by this divilion in the family, 
there is not the remoteft hope, fhe will 
ever return to that implicit, and refpeft- 
ful obedience, which was once fo amiable' 
in her : fo here is the peace, and perhaps 
future weal of one of the firft families in 
the kingdonl, deftroyed ; for God knows 
who, from God knows where, and nobody 
knows for what; do my dear General 
a£i a little like other men ; marry the 
girl to your Chaplain, and go back to 
your wiffe. 

I called in Soho yefterd^y morning, 
expe6iing to meet your philofopher at 
Butler^s; but found* to my furprize, the 
commiflion lay dormant; Mrs. J.Butler, 
(I did not fee the old dowager) blufhed 
and Hammered an excufe for her brother, 
as fb« called him, the meaning of which 
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I take it is, the fellow is a milkfop and 
von't fight; fo I think the wifeft ftep you 
can now take^ is to get him into orders^ 
and make a match^ between him and 
your Agnes. 

The reviews will continue all the fum-* 
mer^ fo that, except you come to Lon- 
don ; I fhall not fee you 'till I make war 
on the partridges, in the neighbourhood 
of Belle-Vue. 

Adieu dear General, I would give 
half my fortune, you were quietly fettle^ 
with old four crout, and Lady Mary in 
the Crcfent. 

Melkosk,. 
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Edmard Harky, E/q. to Jafmt% ButUr^ Efq. 


Herjniitage. 

VV HY do you not let me hear from 
you my dear friend ? have I been fo un- 
happy as to offend you mortally? you 
fenfibly affli£l me^ by depriving me of 
your correfpondence ; is the defire of 
living to myfelf, and to you only, an un- 
pardonable offence ; I know, and feel the 
goodnefs of your intention; you would 
baye me happy, your way, I am obfti- 
nate> and chufe to be fo my own; the 
end in view is. precifely the fame, wc 
only differ in the means to attain it ; 
you think yoUrs are the moft infallible, 

but 
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but if I am contenv that is happinefs^ 
to me y can I be better than well ? 

Were you to \vitnefs the ferchity in 
which my moments pafs^-^the exultation 
I feeJy when from my little (lore, I ftJp- 
ply the nceffaries of life, to the honeft 
labourers^ who by afBidion, or ficknefs 
are rendered' incapable of earning them; 
when I confer a favor, which difpels the 
ftarting tear, and, when at the^ clofe of 
the day, I refleft, tho* my power is limi- 
ted, I have not' fuffered one call on be- 
nevolence, and humanity ta pafs unre^ 
garded ; you might fmile at my fimplicity^ 
but could not condemn it ; let me defcribe 
to you, my fituation' at this moment. 

I am feated ^in my wind chair, betwixt 
the two large elms on the brow of the 
hill ; a glance only of the Hermitage is 
vifible, through the foilage of the avenue ; 
our grove^ Caroline^ is in fuch beautiful 

perfeQion^ 
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perfe£lion^ that the luxuriant arrangement 
of the trees^ although they are the fpon- 
tanious grow A* of all bountiful nature^ 
appears to be the work of a Ikilful artift ; 
the river which is hid by the woods^ 'till 
it has pafled by them^ feems to break out 
under the hill; and gradually expands 
into grandeur, and beauty, as it majefti* 
cally advances ; enriching the neighbour- 
ing meadows, 'till one part of its divided 
current, makes a welcome way through 
the valley below, while the other, laves 
the delicious banks of Belle- Vue park 
and gardens, which hang direfUy over it ; 
and onward continue to diverfify the 
charming pifture before me, 'till loft be« 
tween th<( two high hills, which bound 
the enchanting profpefi : the fides of the 
rich vale are covered with cattle^ gi^^in» 
and forage; the trees feem to affign a 
proud boundary, to the different farms ; 
the quickfet hedges are in their gayeft 
livery^ and their feathered inhabitants^ 

arc 
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are ftraining their * little throats^, in^ the 
mod harmonious concerts; 

Nearer' hbme^ on my os/n demeltiei " 
this vkw delightful as it is» is eclipfed^ 
both in beauty and utility; four honeft- 
men^ . three women and abou^ a dozen 
children : who are all fed> from my little 
fiock^ are fitting on * the grafs j happy by 
my raeans^ and content^ith my- bounty ^ 
the men ape my.conftaAt labourers^ and 
it often happens as in the* prefent in-» 
fiance ;, I am toldj^ what a main deal of 
good help; the women are at a pinch ! 

* My rich neighbbur, Mf. Thrift, com- 
plains much of my fimple difpofition, and 
thus he argues ; you give way to thofe 
wretches, they prey on your eafy temper, 
you keep up the price of labour, and are 
continually impofed on ; if I had your 
land I would make double the money 
of it. 
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Double the moriey, what fliould I do with 
it? as we walk to the fields . the ftoiy goes 
on, the fong is concluded ; they are how- 
ever Hot fo eafy at fight of my coippa^ 
nion, they rife with an awkward, ftiff 
kind o( refpe6l, of which he takes no 
fort of notice, the children creep oSi 
and their mothers follow ; but Mu Thrift 
is no fooner removed^, than all is well 
again ; they knaw my heart is among 
them' ; they apply to me on their difputesj 
my important decifion is made, from 
which they have no wilh to appeal; the 
children hang round me, a poor palfy* 
headed old dame affures me,, when Die 
is gone, my affairs will not be half fo well 
managed, becaufe if my honor remem^ 
bers, fhe always forewarned me of change 
of weather, whereby, thof 'fquire Thrift 
would Ikin a flint ftone, his harveft was 
never half fo well got in as mine ; another 
old foul tells me marvellous things of 
her darlings darling ; as. how Ihe always 
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prayed for me^ without biddUng. after 
graiidaine> and as how,, if 1 would but 
afk her, what H ftood for. Die woold 
answer of ber own. accord Harley. 

Ayr ay, cries Mr. Thrift, but Yrill att 
fhis palaver go to market ; and fo- in other 
words lay my friend and his Caroline— 
but yonder come$ a love-lorn maideiv 
whofe flow, unequal pace,^ and averted 
Ipoks fpeak inward woe; her fttaw hat 
is drawn over her eyes, and the coloured 
handkerchief on her neck is wet with her 
tears ; poor girl! flie advances, flow and 
timid, and new her wiftful eyes are raifed 
through her tears to mine — I cannot fuf- 
fer her to feel her inferiority, grief level* 
all diilindson ; poor damfell I have been 
hnperfeftly told thy fl:ory, but I will' 
iiear it agun from, thyfeif^ 


A 6 N E S. fig; 

A yid^im tathe tender paflion-^I an 
going, Caroline^ to give you a love-tale. 

. Patty ^ Lifcaff> of the mill^ the kfs;. 
Hodge, of the gjreen-Iane^ the fwain. 

r 

Hodge kept company with Patty,, two* 
years lall konmas, and promifed to marry 
lK)ne but ihe, and broke fix-pence befides 
fwearing on the bible; but lammas-eve 
was fatal more ways than one to pooir 
Patty, for Hodge being at a neighbour^ 
ing wake, was ticed, unbeknown to Patty^ 
to take the under-groom's place at Belle«- 
Vue ; for Hodge wanted to fee the world. 


Well,^ fo rapid were Hodge' A iinprove^ 
ments in the world, that the lecond vifit 
he paid at the mill, he had acquired 
knowledge enough to take advantage of 

the innocent creature's fondnefs; and 

Patty's 
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Patty's apron-ftrings are no\v^ an infimtcS 
deal too fhorti 

Well child^ faid'l, and'wfeat can Tda- 
for you ? I fuppofe you hate the fellow 
who has ruined you. 

• Oh dear me, no- fir!-— what, hate 
Hodge! — no^ Foniy hate* that huge white 
boafe, and every foul a'thinfide on't-; an 
its* had*nt been for th^ tunnun farvantjl 
there,. Hodge woud ne'r a broke his pro- 
tnife ;— Oh dear^fir^ that Lunnun is* a 
pcft'lent place ! and' fitch words ~ as poor 
Hodge has larnt among 'urn!— dear hearty 
why ariHakes nothing of fwearing, and tell- 
ing of lies I — Oh, if your honor would but 
be fo good as to fpeak to Madam Agnes,. 
flie would bag the Ganeral to bid Hodge 
to ' make me an honeft woman, afore fa- 
ther and mother noed<on it; 

tpromifed to trymy^influence affielle*. 
Vue, and Lmean to keep my word; — not 

indeed 
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indeed by fpeakii% to Madam Agnes,i 
'tut I have not yet waited on the General, 
to thank hina for. the honor he conferred 
on me, in procuring -the con^mflioa; the 
trouble he was .pleafed to take, well .de-» 
ferves that compliment, and ^e.rhap^, an 
apology top, for declining to accept it : .1 
ffhall take the opportunity to mention poor 
-'Patty, and. her broken fix-pence,; I may 
then aUb, probably, fee this Agnes-— ciot 
that I have the leall curiofity about her.j 
s&e is ;well fpoken of by the few who vifit 
atBeJle^Vue^ but they are few indeed^ 
.that delightful villa, which laft year was 
the refortof ?ll thje fafhion^bble people ia 
the county, is now almoft as great a foli- 
tude as my hermitage : — fomething iii 
^\^U Cjiroline, resembling primitive vir-* 
^416; when the .habitations ^f thofe, who 
Jiveinqpjen defiance. of: her precepts, are 
-thus .cleferted ; the General is faid to be 
An ill h^ltlj, and the Lady is very pru- 
j^ent. pr -very politic ; fhe aeither has not^ 

or 
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" Romans •• and a nuKlern author telk us, 
that, '• If every lady were attentiv-e to«lhe 
** morals of her lover; a! libertine would 
" be an uncommon xharaBer^ •* this . is 
what I call, one of Colman's beft things ; 
and fhould be infcribed, were I of con- 
fequence to enforce a law for the ladies^ 
over the toilet of every pretty woman 
in the kingdom^ Adieu, 
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Mrs. Sutler to Mr. Harley^ 


'1 


. • . 


Soho-Square, London, 

XjlND muft I indeed Edward^ give up^ 

the -fanguine hopes my fond he»t had 

formed, of .feeing my beloved brother,' 

as valuable, and refpe£led in public ltf<^ 

4is he is in privates as much honi^red for 

the amiable difpofition of his mind by the 

world, s^s by his Caroline; will nothing 

prevail on you to irelinquifh your 4mral 

attachments ? ihaH I never live ; nearer 

toy Edward? will two hundred miles^ aU 

ways feparate us? if I ipdsaft; , fubmH v to 

t^kis hard fate ; it I muft give \tp my 

'i/^iih^s, if you can indeed be jio where 
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tiappy but at your Hermitage j then tay 
dear brother let k be on one condition. 

Your taft letter charmed us» I asi^ im« 
|)atient to hear the fequel^ of Hodge and 
V Patty's amour, your reception at theCaf- 
tle, your opinion of the celebrated Agnes; 
but sd>oYe all, to read from your own 
ingemious axxount^ how you employ your* 
felf ; and this will (my James fays) not 
«nly bring us mentally oftener together^ 
but agreeably fill youir time — the little 
buriry of fini&iiig by the hour of poft, the 
expe6tiition of inters, and pun£lual cor« 
Ki^ondente ) lafe he fstys the moft ptea^ 
fing avocatk^nis' of a eduntry life : will you 
proitii£s brothefi to keep a journal of 
)^<Mir a€tioiis- ) and faithfully remit it ^ 
your friend and fitter? we will be induU 
gent to your faults, fliould we perceiV^ 
any a and do full honor to the virtues w6 
know you poflefs: you ^U have ^le ^d-^^ 
vantage of i^u&ariu^ and advice> front 
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<btAcr heads, if not v^ifet ©nes than yoar : 

own ; as the perfon immediately under the 

impreffion of paifing events, or the do« 

xninroh of paffion, cannot fb well judge 

of i^eproptVy as thofe who fee them only. 

on paper : my heart is fet on this matter^ 

you will not have the cruelty to difap.^ 

point your friends in every requeft they 

make; we will confider your two lafl; 

letters as a beginning, and arrange them 

accordingly ; and who knows but fome 

time hence, M^e may publiih your letters, 

under the title of the ** Young Hermit •• 

or, if all the difmals of Mr, Butler's prog« 

noftics^ from your falling in love come 

to pafs ; perhaps the ** Englilh Werter," 

tho* heaven forbid ! you fliould refemble 

the German in fate ; I known not how I 

came to fix on that Novel, it is my a« 

verfion — it is like Rouffeau's Eloifa, a 

very bad dory— divinely told— fo far 

wdecdit if my brother is the relator 
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%s hiftory will be fuse to refemble &t 
<^ennan NoveL 

Adieu my dear brother^ I am out ctf 
jA^ence^ no travelling one while for 

.Car 04. 1 N£ JButii;r. 
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Edward Hurley, Efq. to MrsiButUr. 


. Hermitage.. 

What can I refufe to the requeffi 
of my fweet lifter ? is there a thought in 
my heart, I would conceal from her, or ^ 
a wifh her pure mind may not infpeO: ? 
yes Caroline you (hall know more than 
my aCiions, their motives: fliall alfo be lairf 
before you ; yet when that is done, what 
amufement will the events of a life,^ you 
ftyle tame and infipid, afford you ? 

You will expeft adventure. 

I ftiall have none tp relate, 

For when I have told you I am up with* 
the lark^ watch the rifing of the glorious 

G 3 fun>* 
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fun, faunter by my quickfct hedges, give 
and receive the good-morrow of the cot- 
tagers, chat with old Rawlinf(m about 
things which happened fixty years ago, 
who never fails to marvel the Re£lor will 
not leave his bed earlier, becaufe that 
f xercife, is better than phyfic j hear Ben* 
fbn^s dreams while ihe makes tea, which 
are ever full of wonderful omens con- 
cerning her dear young lady, out when 
the morning repaft is ended, romid my 
(arm,: hear the news of the day, from the 
labourers, with their comments thereon, 
it is true the plough^ or the fpade ftand 
ftiU the while, but they are chearfully 
refumed, as foon as I leave them, with 
a, God blefs our mafter; perhaps I invite 
company home to diner, you Caroline, 
would not chufe Ihould fpoil your carpet 5 
then read, or take my violoncello 'till 
the cool of the evening, when I walk to 
the green, and join the rural amufements 
there ; I fay Caroline when I have told 

you 
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you thlsj with the. very trifling vari- 
ations, QCca{ioned> by sdteratioa c£ 
weather^ or paying, an important vifit at 
che parfonage ; I have given you a diary 
of my life; and thefe> with a few ruftic 
anecdotes^ will form the whole fubftance 
af th^ correfpondknce you- fo wanoly • 
,4ef)re: Iw, a* 

^ Friendfhip gilds every ofajeft ott 
.wbich (he fhines/' and a^ you ih the centre 
jpf gaiety, and entertainment. ; condefcend 
to accept my humble tribute of aSe^licav 
J chearfully obey your commands i 
, The amour of Hodge, and Patty, are 
iBxaClly in the fame lituation as when I 
wrote laft; except that Patty has been 
fx> unfortunate as to attrad the notice of 
Mrs, Swamp; whofe natural averfion tc 
handfome huflSes, is greatly ipcreafed, by 
fjomc propenfities to gallantry, which it 
is whifpered fhe difcovered in the Reftor^. 
during his late e^curfion to Bath. 

Mis. Swamp no fooner call her ina«< 

G 4 lignant' 
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lignantcyes ^n the. damfel's waift, than ihe 
recolIe£):ed the Miller's wife was lame^ 
and that it would be a charitable a£l iir 
her^ ta look in on the poor woman; 
now *though dame Lucas- had really been 
an invalid almoft a year, Mrs% Swamp*^ 
chasity had lam dormant, 'till her refou 
lution to dired the mother's learful eye. . 
to the fame improving obje£i, which had 
attraded her cmn, carried hef to the milK 

The poor dame communicated the mat- 
ter to her hufband-*- Patty was immedi^ 
ately called to trial? — pleaded guilty^ — and 
fafferedthe torttire of Mrs. Swamp's in- 
vefttves, her father's anger, and her mo- 
ther's tears—— 

The outcry raifed in the village hy the 
virtuous Mrs. Swamp, and the enqui^ 
Ties thereon, from the overfeers, have fa 
much affeded, both the miller's wife, and 
daughter, that they are as unable from 
indifpofition, as from fhaihe to be feen 
abroad ; and I am not in credit with my- 

' felf 
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felf, for poftponing my application at 
Belle- Vue, in the girl's favor; I am 
therefore going there immediately, and^ 
will write the fuccefsof my journey, be- 
fore I • clofe this letter. 

It was late laft iiigKt when I left Belle- 
Vue, and I confefs notwithftandrng my 
prejudice, I returned with very different' 
fcntiments of General Moncrafs : than^ 
what •! carried with me there. • 

Mrs. Montford's lingering illnefs, which ^ 
confined her the two laft years of her ' 
life, prevented her ' vifiting at Bellfe-Vue,'- 
as frequent^ as Ihe ' hkd always befc^rc ' 
done i Lady Mary often came to the 
Hermitage, by which means I biad'^thc' 
honor to be very well aciquainted with ^ 
her ladyfhip»; although 1 was hardly- per- 
fonally known to the General j It is true, 

G 5 . Caroline^ 
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Caroline^ and I, both fomeiimes attended 
Mrs. Montford, prior fo her illnefs, on 
the public days to Belle-^Vue ; yet a& there 
^ere generally^ a large mixed company 
on thofe occafions, it wais no wonder^ fuch 
a mere youth as myfelf, Ihould be nearly 
overlocAed; or that my own attention, 
Jhould be engroffed more by the multitude, 
than an individual, to whom I had only 
been formally introduced. 

General Moncrafs is however a very a- 
greeable man, fo much fo, that I thought 
feveral times in the courfe of the day,* 
iiext to being Edward Harley of the Her- 
mitage, I could like to be General Mon<^ 
Cfaf$ ; to have juft fuch a heart, fo noble, 
fo expanded, fo alive to- the feelings of 
humanity; fo attentive to the claims of 
juftice, and mf rcy, fo generous, fo chari. 
table, fo abundantly poflefled of the means 
to be fo t and in ihort, fo every thing he 
is^ except the faitblefs bulband <i Ladyr 

Mary 
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i^ity, and the lover of Agnes ; if thcrtf^ 
were many fuch men in the world, .it would > 
eejrtainly mend- 


i^i- 


I appologifed for. not waiting on him/, 
earlier, with ^ my^ grateful acknowledge- 
ments, Tor the honor he had done me : 

I* had rather young man, . replied he,*. 
you had * accepted ^ it without any acknow- 
ledgement, . but perhaps, he added, with i 
a? benevolent fmil^ you have thought bet- 
ter, and ^ are come to inform^ me; .you will t 
yet be aToldier — — -• 

I' bowed, ;with a negsttive air, he per- 
ftaiyi comprehended ;. and- entered on the*' 

■ ■ 

ftdry^ of theMBler^s daughter. . 
* Good" God ! : faid he .the tear . ftarting in » 
Ifiseye, . how eafy/arc the progrcffions to - 
vice, ^and how ^ callous does it render thev 
heart of man. . 

Hodge was ordered to attend.' . 

Hie fellow, lifter; who was a few months *> 
aii^ne oneof themoftfheepifh, ihamefaced^ 
boobies in the pjtzifli j is xiow a compleat^ . 

audacious ^ 
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audacious livery* fervaM; he call a UxA: 
of incorrigible impudence at me^ and he^rd 
the charge againfl hinv with a (mothered 
grin on his countenance— 

The General condefcendcd tp recapi- 
tulate the injuries he had done the girl, 
and her family; he painted with equal 
truth, and juftice, the ruined peace, loft 
chara£ler, and deplorable fkuation of the 
unhappy female, whom, artlefs love for; 
him, ha^ deprived, of every other comfort-; . 
and infifted on his making all the repa- 
tation, now in his power ; you fhall marry 
the young woman added h e 

The fellow had been in the worlds it 
l^as not for him to be concerned, at ruin-* 
Ing an innocent girl, nor at any of the 
confequences, fo pathetically defcribed by^ 
his matte r 

Marry her, I hope your honor wont 
infift on that^ 

Why fo firraht did you not promife to 
marry her ? promife, oh^ pleafe your honor, 

if 
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if I dtdy that wont argufy; to be fure. 

when I khoed no better, I mought fay 

a few civil things — civit things fijltr! f 

there!: $ improvement I butlhat was when \ 

worked at i^e mill ;. but nov^ pleafe yoi^ 

its quiteanotherguefs matter, becafeas whyy 

if evevy gentlemen's faivant, was obliged 

to marry girls,, becafe they promifed, why 

lord love your honor it could not be, for 

a man mought be hanged; for whereof 

he'd ha more wives than hairs to his head^ 

and that I dare fay, his honor Mr. Harley 

knoes is againd the gofpel, and you». 

honor knoes 'tis againft the la w 

The General was enraged, and gave 

orders if he did not agree, to marry Ac 

girl, he fhoirid be inftantly difcharged; 

be chofe the latter, andfet off the momenf 

he was paid his wages,, (fearing I fu|^pofe 

the parish officers) for London; where^if 

his further improvements are as rapid ds . 

thofe at Belle-Vue^ it may be prefumed^ 

it 
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Jt wiii not be long; befove fae reaches the 
fiimmit of preferment——^ 

My heart funk within me^ when I re« 
le8:ed:on the eonfequences of the wretches 
bartiarity^; tha poor girl, her fituation^^ 
tier honeft father^ and fick mother, with 
all their for rows about them, . rulhed on 
my^ mindV the ihame,. and' confequent mi« 
hry. of an hitherto admired, and virtuous^ 
maiden ; ftrucbme the more forcibly; as * 
P knew^ her fondtiefs for her deftroyer.-— 
* The 'General lamented his inability^ to 
enforce,, either juftice, or* rdie^. to the 
injured-ittfiferer, obfervii]^.wilb truth, that 
marriage wouldno^ from fuch a fellow, « 
have enfured her . tolerable treatment ;. as 
it was too probable, her deviatioB from ' 
virtue,, would he puniflied by. the reproach,* 
dnd abufe of her^ feducer;. that v her pre^ 
fent fituatkMi,. wretched as it was,, would ^ 
fubmit to ttmej; but a- bad. hulbasd- was ^ 
an incurable evib- ^ . 


He 
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He prefled me la: d«ne with; him; he 
would introduce me he bid, y to. a. very 
elegant female^ wbofe beau^ wa;s. her leaik 
perfedion ; and vhofe min^ wa» m vom 
genuQus ai my own, ■ ■ i 

I accepted the invitation^ but eager a» 

Caroline is for a defcription of his A<gnes^ 

I miiift firft be peimiaed to give you the^ 

obfervations I have made on a ndbkr fub^ir 

je& ; the General himfelC 

He is then^ as yoift know, a- very fine 
figure and ha» the perfefb deportment of 
a gentlemsm; the bnlhancy of his eye» 
when you faw him^ had perhaps fuflSered. 
from time^ but they are naw alio fraught 
with • a melancholy, wbkh gives a. moft 
interefting turn to his countenance; yet 
he has a lively affability, the refult of that 
politenefi^ which Bruyere defcribess^ **a 
^.certain care by our manner, and word^ 
** to make othens pleafed with %%. and witK 
^ thmfchts ;** he is the only perfon ia whom . 

I ever faw^ the gaiety of youth, fo hap*.; 

pily 


13^ A G N e s: 

pily blended with the experience,, and* 
vifdom, of agi^ as to preferve" entire the 
f efpe£t due to* the latter, . while the fenfes 
are oaptivated^with the fafcinating vivacity 
of the former ; his converfation thus tern--- 
pered^ cannot but be rational, and enter- 
taining r his wit is good fenfe enlivened; 
and his' heart, which- a- child might ready, 
is the: feat of generofity and- fenfibility— 
the tear dropped from, his manly ^yes^^ 
while L recited the hiftory* of Patty Lucas, 
and; the tribute to ^feniHnlityy.h& neither: 
attempted to conceal, or difplay^; but fuf--- 
fibrred it to take its courfe, regardlefs of y 
what comments might he made, on an ex-^ 
hibition fo unufual-. 

; It wasa juft obfervation of Mrs. Mont^ • 
f«rd, (but when indeed did that dear wo« 
man make an/unjuft^one) that gentliemen^ 
who have, been ufed to military command^ 
alws^ya- preferve a kind of defpotic aur 
thority over. their ifervants^. and the male. 

bia&cbes 
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branches of their family, while they are 
in the . fame pr c^rtion, more gentte, ?ind 
indulgent, even to the frailties of their fes- 
males, than is generally met with among; 
the civil departments of fociety j^ General 
Moncrafs has alt thi^, but tho' abfohitei 
he is no tyrant, his commands muft in- 
ftantty, and unequivocally be obeyed; but 
thenr they arc* diflated by reafon^ and are 
necefiary to good order — ^yoti kpow it is 
the matter who Ipeaks, more from the a- 
lacrily with which he is obeyed; than the 
fterrt manner of giving his orders ; he has 
one faithful' domeftic, who- is grown old 
in his fervice ; whatever fubordinate of- 
fences are committed in the family, are 
tried in the form of a court martial, where 
this grey--headed veteran prefides ; whdfe 
fentence is always definitive^ 

I am, faid the General; fo fatisfied witly 
Callini^s principles, as well as acquaihted 
with his good fenfe, and have had withal^ 
(ucb abundant proofs^ of the gentleneis^ 

and 
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aadcompaffioa of hb nature; that I dar^ 
irufl him with the laft things a wife mafter 
will part with U> ^ £tty2M.^'''^^bich is fewer .. 

We were at this period of a very agree*- 
able converlation^ wheiii dinner was an^ 
lipuBced ;- and the G^eral led the way^. 
dirougb the elegant fuite of appartmentj,. 
into the eaiting psurlour ; where ^s the ta^ 
|)le was already covered,. J was introdu* 
^ed with very little form to mifsj^ or at- 
he chttfes to call her, Madamoifelle De 
Coiucci; there was a delicacy in the ar« 
fangement of' the feats, which in relpeft 
to the abfent real lady of the houfe, pleafed 
me : the dining table h rounds and the 
covers were fo judicioufly placed round 
ijne epergne, it is impoffible ta fay, which 
was the head of the table ; except indeed,, 
ihat were to be determined by the place 
were the lady was feated ; there was alfo 
at table a middle aged welUbred lady, 
Madame^ Pe Vallmont ; a very fenfible,. 

tefpeOabl^ 
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refpeOable woman^. who lives 00 terms ui 
friendlhip with Mifs De Courci r of thf 
latter^ I could not but phfeive, ffie coiw 
du£ied herfelf with fuch a marked pro<>* 
priety,^ fuch a collefted, invariable deli^ 
f acy ; that had I not been acquainted 
with her charafler^ I fliouid have ^ thought 
her, the quintefence of elegant fimplx^pv 
city^ 

. /*Blu(hing, faid Diogones, is the coni^ 
"pletion of virtue/* and Pythya decided^ 
that to be the mod beautiful color, whicl| 
modefty raifes in virtuous perlbns ; what 
the fenfations are which caufes the fpark-r 
ling bloody to mantle in the cheeks of Mi£| 
De Coui:ci, is perhaps not fo eafy to de^ 
termine ; certain it is the eflPeft is enchant-* 
ing ; Die is really a woman, whofe tharms^ 
would juftify any excefs of virtuous fond- 
liefs; and it is no wonder the General 
having once reconciled himfelf to the enor-» 
mity of his firft error, ihould be gratified 
in fuch an apoligy for his perfeverence in 

it. 
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it, as is (ecn in the' fweet countenance of 
MifeDe Cburci. 

He is cetrainiy cxceffive fond ofher^ 
but again 1 fay, did I not know the con- 
trary ; t fliould conclude- from the man-, 
ner of both, that it watf thefondnefs of at 
tender father,^ repaid by the filial love; 
tod gratitude, of a fenfiblc amiable daugh« 
ter: feveral times my dear Caroline during, 
fheday, pleafing as it pafled^ in other re«* 
i^e6b, did I fecretly, and painfully regrer,;. 
the partial pleafure which beamed on thei 
SeneraI*sl:ountenance, when ever fiead- 
drefled, or was addrefifed by Agnes*-- had* 
not Lady Mary for its objeftj I am' 
grieved ta fay it, but all hopes of wean- 
ing her hufband^ from his preient^attach-- 
ment, is vain-; I have given you the out- 
lines of Agnes De Gourci; but there re-s- 
• mains undefcribed, a^myriad-of charms^ and^ 
riiofe not merely perfonal ; you would be- 
ready Caroline- tcS weep over fuch a wreck 

of 
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«F virtae, and - lament withjna?, flie is not 
4iU perfeftion- . 

: ^nd thus, having To far 4perfonned the 
taflc you ^ve me, I have a return to a£k 

from you. . 

I am but very fuperficially acquainted 
iwith the former events of the hiftory of 
<icneral and Lady Moncrafs ; they are, I 
?have heaard extraordinary; ite-laftajejio 
Ms ifo, and my vifit to Belle-Vue yefter- 
iday, has raifed a curiofity I am defirous 
to have gratified : the inconftancy of amaa 
of falhion, and his reparation from his 
wife .; are things fo common , in the fireat 
"World, that excepting the intereft I took 
in Lady Mary's 4iftrefs, I heard of it with- 
out afenfationof wonder, or defiRetohe 
acquainted with any more of the ftoiy^ 
^han what common fame cpnveyed to my 
Hermitage i but now that I have, feen the 
General, and find him fo near my ilaQd-* 
ard of what tmnjhjuld be; one inftance 
•only e^uceptedj I wjih alfo to bear, all U^t 

can 
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€anhc huyam toficerhing him; fu^er rsUb' 
to owe this pleafure to your elegant peii' 
ttxf dear filler, fet tne traVel With you 
through thofe ptogreffive fcents, vhich at 
prefent terminate fo much to the difcre- 
dit of human nature i — Alafs pbor ^Iiuman 
nature! 

* 1 wa[s the meflcnger <}i ttbefality ftom 

Belle-Vue to the mill, dame tjicz^t*^ lame- 

^efs is thoirght to be incurable; Patty, >j^ho is 

i!he ddeft child, fupplies to the reft, the plac6 

dfthe fick mother, and lis Idfo the notable 

miftrefs of the dairy ; fht was bathing her 

mother's tame leg wbfen i enlterfed; in a* 

gentle terms as poffible, I told her the fuc- 

cefs oT my emba%, (he ' heard me wiib 

tolerable fortitude, •till I concluded ; when 

finding that Hodge was gone, never per- 

iiaps to return, ihe gave apierting groan^ 

^md repeating hi^ name, funk lifelefs at 

her mother*s feet; whofe flirieks fooh 

l>rougbt her huiband frofli the mill ; and 

affifted 
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:^ifted by two x>r three femak neighbouit 
placed the poor giri on a bed, where (he 
lay *tHl the appearance of death was re- 
ttaved» by violent and convulfive hyfterics, 

I endeavoured to comFort the parents, 
^and pacify the children, with whom I had 
hitherto been a great favcrtite, but who 
aK>w ^yed me wi^ no finall malignity, asf 
the herald oiF misfortune to their mamm^ 
lifter as they called her, but did not fuc- 
teedi I left thehoufe unable to alleviate- 
Aeir fufferings, or reprefs my own feelings* 

Caroline what Ihall we fay to thefe 
things, the thunder of the Omnipotent, is 
tiot heard, the lightnings Halh not feen^ 
nor the unerring vengeance of the Almighty 
dreaded ; while the guildefs, and unltilped;-. 
ing, become the vidim of deceit and bar«« 
barity ; the betrayer triulnph^ in the fuc- 
cefs of his cruelty, and the poor unoflend* 
ing innocent, finks under woes, infilled 
by the hand it loves, even in death ; whofe 
£dl ftab it met with unapprehenfive joy* 

Whca 
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When man wm firft created^ -all the 
other faculties, mental, and external, were 
crowned with heavens bed laft gift, r-eafon. 

Love, gratitude truth, ccMnpaffion, and 
fidelity; might well, and naturally be 
expeCled to afibciate with reafon . 

But whence came deceit;, falfhood, cru^ 
elty, and foul ingratitude i hpw were they 
admitted into the feat of reafon? — Oh 
Caroline with fuch imprefiipns on the 
mind, there would be no end to refl'ec- 
^onj nor any comfort to be derived from, 
it, exc^t that ** the brink of the grave is 
*• the bulwark^ where the remaining evils of 
^ life are accumulated^ but beyond it is an. 
^ eternal, calm, •• 

£dwar2> Ha11X£V^ 
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Mrs^ Sutler, to Ediiard Harlty^ Ejq^ 


Soho-Square» 

X ROFIT by my example, fee how ready 
I am to oblige ^(w«% 

General MoftcriaJs my dear Edward, is 
the only furviving fon of the Earl of 
Moncrafs 5 whofe name you find, among 
-the ill deftined chiefs who followed the 
fortunes of the late Pretender, and whofe 
dll were facrificed to miftaken ioyalty, in 
tiie rebellion of forty-five. 

The family of Moncrafs is faid to be 

lineally defcended from a female branch 

Vou L H of 
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of the houfe of Stuart ; and the chiefs, 
have in diflPerent wars, been equally figna- 
lized for their bravery in battle, and their 
mercy in conqueft : — Mrs. Butler, who is 
well-read in hiftory, declares, Scotland 
does not boaft a more noble race : — the 
men, fhe fays, were to a proverb valiant, 
and the women virtuous ; and in all the 
anecdotes, which the annals of the Scotifli 
nation have handed down to pofterity, the 
name of Moncrafs has Hood among the 
higheft on the lift of fame. — Ever fteady. 
in their faith, invincible in their courage, 
and unftiaken in loyalty, and attachment 
to their natural princes — it is the lefs 
\^onder, that the late Laird fhould be 
among the firft who offered themfelves 
voluntary champions in the caufe of that 
unfortunate adventurer " Charles Stuart.** 

Lord Moncrafs had been liberally edu- 
cated, and his fortune was large ; but hav- 
ing married young, the daughter of a 
♦ neighbouring 
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neighbouring Peer, who had little more 
to boait than her beauty, and family ho^^ 
nors ; and who added to the ftrength of 
his houfe by prefenting him yearly with 
an addition to it. He prudently refolved 
to refide entirely at the family-caftle, and 
there perfenally fuperintend the education 
t^f his children, who, except one daughter, 
were all males. 

Lord Moncrafs was a rigid catholic ; and 
liis Lady being alfo a ftriO; bigot to the 
fam^ faith, their children were unfortu- 
nately brought up members of the church 
of Rorpe, fo that they were thereby pre- 
t:ludedfrom the ufualrefourcesofprovifion 
for the younger branches of their family, 
by procuring for them commiffions in the 
military or naval fervi<:e of their country* 

The eftablilhment of five fons, who were 
•either to be fettled in independence at 
home, or fent into foreign fervice, may 
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be fuppofed to be a great weight on the 
mind of fo haughty a peer, and fo affec-- 
tionate a father as Lord N^ncrafs. The 
prefent General, who was the youngeft 
but one, and twin-brother to the only 
daughter of the family, very early evinced 
his inclination to a military life ; and at 
the age of fifteen, requefted his father to 
give him credentials to an uncle then in the 
Portuguefe army, through whofe inter- 
eft he might alfo procure a commiffion, 
and begin his career in the profeffion of 
arms, which his heart panted after. 

The troubles in Scotland, were at this 
time, on the point of breaking out ; and 
Lord Moncrafs, as well as his brother, 
the Colonel, then at Lifbon, were ideeply 
engaged in all the cabals forming in be-« 
half of the young Pretender. Three of 
his fons, fine promifing young men, were 
embarked in the fame fatal caufe, and 
-were all appointed to very high offices in 

the 
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the mock-miniftry ; the fourth, filled with 
the ardor of juvenile heroifm, was conflant-' 
}y befeeching his father and mother ta 
fend him to PortugaJ : the fifth was yet too 
young to ha\ne his deftination fixed. 

Notwithftanding Lord Moncrafs's ar-» 

dent attachment to the houfe of Stuart; 

there jvere moments, when the poffibility 

of their not being fuccefsful, would in^ 

trude on the warm hopes his zeal infpired i 

even when he moft exulted in the courtly^ 

honors promifed his family, and the glory 

of being one of the principal means of 

reftoring a prince of his own race, to the 

thrope of Scotland; the dire confequences 

to hirafelf and children of a failure in their 

cnterprizes, arofe in terrible array to his 

imagination. Lady Mojicrafs was a per- • 

fe6l heroine ; regard not me Ihe would 

fay ; ihould mifadventure attend our caufe,. 

X £ball die with pleafure for my prince. 

H 3 Each 
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Each of their fons, whofe age entitled 
him to be confided in, expreffed the fame 
cnthufiaftic ardor; and Lord Moncrafs 
gloried in the loyalty of his family. But 
what^ faid he fighing, if we fall, will be- 
come of our lovely daughter? For her, 
indeed, the mother alfo trembled ; at fight 
of her opening beauties, and the thoufand^ 
jiamelefs graces that foot from her clear 
blue eyes, maternal tendernefs momenta»»^ 
rily triumphed over miftaken loyalty. 

After many confultations on the fubjeft^ 
ihey determined on fending her, under 
the care of a faithful domeftic, with her 
twin-brother, to Colonel Monerafs, — And,, 
faid the ill-fated nobleman ; that my fears 
for the future fate of this darling of my 
foul, may not unnerve me in the hour of 
danger ; I will remit her penfion to my 
brother, with ftrifi: orders to have her im- 
mediately profeffed^, jGhould iOhe become 
fatherleft. 

The 
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The minds of women, my dear Edward^ 
are generally thought to acquire ftrength, 
or at leaft, to reach maturity earlier than 
thofe of men ; but it fhould feem, it was not 
fo Lord and Lady Moncrafs judged of 
their children ; for, while they wept over 
their daughter, who was a beautiful girl 
juft entering her fifteenth year, they clo- 
feted young Retiben; and^ as if influenced; 
by a prefage of the fad cataftrophe that 
awaited their family, folemnly recom- 
mended his After to his love and protec- 
tion ; entreated him to fupply to her, 
by his attentive tendernefs, thofe abfent 
relatives, thofe fond friends, from whom 
her deftiny might, perhaps^ forever 
feparate her ; and they conjured him, 
never to deviate from the principles of 
honor and reftitude, which had been in-- 
ftilled into his young mind, by his noble- 
parents, 

H 4 take 
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Take tjiis fword, Reuben, faid Lord 
Moncrafs, vainly ftriving to conceal his 
anguifh, his voice faultering,, and his eyes 
up-lifted to heaven ; and with it, thy fa^ 
ihe^'s blefling ; — let it not reft in the fcab- 
bard when the honor of thy country, or 
the glory of the prince thou ferveft, de- 
mands a foldier's ai<i — but never dilhonor 
thy own nature, or thy father's houfe, by 
drawing it in the defence of folly, or in 
^he heat of paffion ; a tavern broil, or vin- 
dictive fpirit is equally difgraceful to a 
man of honor. ^ — Go, my fon, thou canft 
Rot travel out of the reach of Providence j 
thou canft not command fuccefs, but thou 
may'ft deferve it : — remei»ber, at the mo- 
Uient when thou reeeiveft thy father's 
fond— perhaps, his laft adieu; wh^n he 
put the fword, he had long worn himfelf, 
into the h^nd of his bclavcd fon, his 
principles were untarnifhed by one un- 
juft thought; and his honor, bright as. 
the blade of the wcapqn he wore for its 

defence 5, 
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defence; — Go thou, my fon, . " and do 
« likewife," 

Penetrated with the folemnity and teti^- 
dernefs of this fcene, and overwhelmed 
with dutiful fondnefs and regret; the 
youth, on his knees, promifcd a ftriO: ad- 
herence to the will of hi^p^rents, and a? 
firm attachment^o their principles both of 
loyalty and faiths Lord^ and Lady* Mon- 
crafs, fervently praying for a bleffing ori« 
them, then tore themfelves fronv- their 
parting <:hildTen.'.. 

They^ arrived' fafe at Lifbbn. M^fi^ 
Moncrafs was immediately entered as 
boarder in a convent, where many noble 
families placed - their daughters ; and; the^ 
young hero was received with every marfe 
of honor due to : his birth, and afpiring' . 
fpirit, into the Portuguefe army : his Ma^- 
j^fty, the then king ^of Portugal, prefented^^' 
him his brevet himfelf. 

- H 5.,. Whither 
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Whether it wa«, that matter* were not 
yet ripe, or from what other caufe, the 
rebellion did not break out this year ; and 
Lord Moncrafs had the pleafure to hear 
from his brother, the higheft encomiums 
on both his children ; but the following: 
year Europe was in flames, Charles land- 
ed in Scotland,, and was inftantly joined^ 
among other noblemen^ by Lord Mon^ 
crafs and his three eldefl fon». 

The end of this rebellion proved fatal 
to the houfe of Moncrafs ; the two eldeft 
fons were kill'd in different rencontres in 
JEngland, whither they followed the Pre- 
tender; the third received a deadly 
•wound, while fighting by his father's fide 
at Prefton : and, at the lafl decifive battle. 
Lord Moncrafs himfelf,. covering the Pre^ 
tender's retreat, received a blow from a 
Highland loyalift, which deprived him of 
fenfe, and he was taken prifoner by a party 
of horfe^ whofe irritation againil bim wa$ 

the 
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the ftr6nger, as he certainly prevented 
Charles from falling into their hands, and 
thereby deprived them of the great reward * 
fet on his head 1 — inftead, therefore, of 
treating him with the refpeQ and attention ' 
due to his rank, he was fufFered to linger 
under the anguifli of a great number of 
wounds, . 'till the troops reached their head- . 
quarters ; when the royal ' Duke who com- 
manded the army^ being informed of his - 
fituation, and probably fated with the ven- 
geance he had taken on the foes of his fa- 
ther, ordered the wounded chief to be 
properly attended ; and it is poflible he 
might have recovered, had hot the un- 
timely fate of his wife, and young fon^ 
been incautioufly told him. . 

That unhappy Lady, as foon as the cer^ 
tain news of the defeat, where all was loft, 
reached her, fled from the eaftle in the ' 
night, with her young fon; and in attempt- 
ing to crofs a river, in a place where it was 

H 6 not 
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not fordable^ an end wa&at once put tir 
their misfortunes and their lives. Theic 
bodies were afterwards taken up^ and bu^ 
ried with family honors, in the ancient 
receptacle of the houfe of Moncrafs^ 

Thefe cruel tidings^ brought to the 
wounded Lord, almoft as foon as he re-- 
covered his fenfes, threw him into a feveK, 
which putting a period to his life,, faved 
him from thofe further misfortunes which 
awaited the other noblemen, who had 
Ihared his fate, in being, made the prifoners 
ofan ofiFendedking,— • 

-^And thus, my dear Edward>^ I have;: 
you fee, began to evince my readinefs- to 
x>h\igc youy — let my good-nature operate in 
kind; — be fure you write all that pafles at 
Belle-Vue. My James fays he will put 
every thing you wi{h our good mother not 
to fee between hooks — but as fhe is fo kind^ 
AS to furnilh me with mod of the particu- 

lars 
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lars I have, and fliall fend you, refpefting 
the Moncrafs family, her curiofity mufl alfo « 
be indulged by. the. fight of your Arcadiaii 
anecdotes* 

Thb is.an enormous, letter,, but I could 
not prevail on myfelf to conclude it 'till I 
had finifhed the hiftory of Lord and Lady 
Moncrafs, and the part of their family who. 
perifhed in the rebellion. I fliall begin 
my next with the young (bldier wc left ia. 
li(bon«. 


LET- 
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Mdward Hdrley, Efq. to Mrs. Butler.- 


Hermitage. . 

What a tt-eafure, my Caroline, is. 
your^correfpondence ! — What an obliga- 
tion does it confers on your grateful Ed- 
■ward. — It was in vain, after reading your 
afFefting hiftory of the unhappy family of 
Moncrafsi that I courted reft.. Sleep, the • 
fweet nurfe of exhaufted nature, affrighted ' 
at the calamitous confequence of civ51» 
difcord, wing*d her airy flight to pillows, , 
unftained with fympathetic forrow ; — yes,. 
Caroline \ my eyes paid a fad tribute to the 
woes of the mifguided Scottifh hero ; and ' 
I am filled with more than female curiofity 

to 
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tb know the remainder of the interefting, 
ftory J— let me, I befeech you, thank my 
fitter, my friend, for a very large pacquet- 
next pott : and in return, the beft I can 
make, I will beguile you alfo of youi^ 
tears, for the fate of my poor village - 
maid. 

Patty is ftill ilU— very ill ; I vifit her 
daily: the heretofore bright dreffers, and 
large oak tables, mourn her inability to 
perform her accuftomed talk; the polifh'd 
hearth, and Ihining pot-lids, no longer 
grace the miller*s kitchen ; the birds and 
flower-pots are totally neglected ; and the 
children arc of all colours, but that the 
water leaves on the fkin ; they fit on the 
green bank before the door, and announce 
to all that pafs, that mammy's leg is worfe^ 
and dear fitter Patty's heart is breaking. 

Poor Lucas is unable to work; the 
neighbours are therefore^ obliged to carry 

thei^ 
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Aeir com two miles off; to be ground y, 
the moft infenfibk will feel for them- 
felves ; and this inconvenience being ge- 
neral, the caufe is- as [generally impre- 
cated; Hodge has been pioufly, and 
-heartily fent to. perdition by the whole pa- 
rifli ; but Hodge is,, moft profcably at th« 
flime initant, a mighty clever fellow, — too- 
clever to refleft^ oh ihe defol^tion hb> 
vices have wrought in^ an- honeft family*—-' 
Well; GaroUne, we* may moralize, but. 
we can do no more*. 

I have fent a woman ^ to affift in taking: 
care of the younger children, but the offi- 
cioufnefs of fond ' afEfc&ion, will not re- 
fign the-objcft of its care,- however un-» 
able to perform the fad 'office, of wat^JH^ 
ing the laft look, and fuftaining the d^ing' 
form on which our fcwrrows hang^-p-There: 
fits the unhappy girl, fupported by her: 
father, her head reclining on the bofom^ 
of her lame, mother, the role forever . fa-. 

ded; 
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ded o& her cheek, the mild luilre of her 
eye, no longer drowned with tears, but 
bent on the earth in joylefs fdemnity : 
Adown the boneft miller's rugged cheek,, 
the tears chace each other^ the mother- 
but her looks, her ainguifh, are too poig- 
nant for exprelfion, too fad for defcrip*. 
tionv 

Alafs poor maid ! I* did not think that 
love had fo ftrongly feized thy young 
heart; Ihe will die Caroline, {kcJhoul(Jk 
not, and, I am ready to fwear with bene- 
volent Toby, Ihe Jhall not, die, but her 
diforder is. paft the reach of medicine. 

No fubj eft to write an but Patty, I can 
think of nothing, but her prefent woes, 
'fthd thofe which are paft of the noble fa- 
mily of Moncrafs; ah Caroline; at the 
throne of mercy, who will arraign the 
fouls of the vi6iims of public policy ? who 
condemn tbofe of cro^duloujs fondnefs ?_ 

Di4 


$62 AGNES. 

Did I tell you the General, whom . I 
JKall now behold with veneration, pro- 
mifed to drop in on my folitude, as he 
was pleafed to call the Hermitage ? I am 
honored with a general invitation to dine ; 
-and am now preparing to accept the laft ;. 
•he devotes he fays, this day to elegant 
friendftiip ; polite, dangerous Genera^l 
J Moncrafs ; what would become of my 
refolutions, if indeed there were many 
Jike you? 

One word more—* 

So Caroline made a merit to Mr. 
Montford of my vifiting at Belle-Vue; 
and he is pleafed at that prodigious effort; 
I am happy to gratify him in any point, 
that leaves me mafter of my own aftions; 
but his threats are terrible, he will adopt 
your child, oh ! what havoc, will this re- 
solution make in my fedentary fcheme;. 
you may tell him, but whifper it as a pro- 
found. 


— I 


A G N E * -t% 

found feeret, that I alfo, mean to ap- 
point the fame little perfonage, heir tOb 
the vaft eftates, of dear Caroline^ your 
aSe6lionate^ 

£dwaro Harlby«. 


L E T- 
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Letter xvi. 


Mrs.. Builer to Edward Harley^ 


NorfollcStreet^ 

X am, myd'ear Edward, as nmch interefted 
in the hiftory I am fending you of the no- 
ble, but unfortunate family of Moncrafs^ 
as if I had never before heard it — nor 
indeed have I, but in a Ibmmary way : 
Mrs. Butler fays,, that Lady Mary 
and herfelf, were fo affe6ted when the 
General related it to them, that they made 
Hiinutes of moll of the interefting events,, 
and from thofe flie gives me the head^ ofi* 
what I now fend you.. 

Whens 
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When the fatal tidings reached Lif- 
bon, of the lofs of his father, and the ' 
deftruflion of his family, the (ituation of 
the young orphan may be more eafily 
imagined than defcribed. Colonel Mon- 
crafs had held fecret correfpondence^ 
both with his brother and Charles. — Had 
the latter fucceeded in his claims on the 
crown of Great Britain, it is not to be 
doubted but the whole houfe of Bourbon 
would have claim'd their degrees of merits 
in an event fo important to the Stuarts^ 
and lb interefting to all Europe.—- 

But now, that the enemies of the reign- . 
ing king, were totally vanquiflied, and 
the voluntary ardor, with which he had 
been fupported by his people, proved 
their zeal and attachment to him, and his 
family; every power, not already a£tu-» 
ally engaged in the war, feduloufly avoid- 
ed giving offence to a prince, who, by 

reigning 
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reigning in the hearts of his people, tbey 
found was invincible. 

The court of Lifbon, according to the 
policy of the times, withdrew the rays of 
its favor, both from Colonel Moncrafa 
and his young nephew; and, in a very 
jhort time after this affli&ing news had 
reached him, the Colonel was given to 
underftand, he muft either, accept of a 
'Qommiffion to the Brazils, or, together 
ijirith his nephew^ quit the fervtce; his 
Majefty having no farther commands foir 
him; at the fame time, a private hint 
was given, that a proper regard would be 
paid ^o their rank and merits. 

The Colonel, enraged at this, treaty 
ment, would have quitted, the kingdom, 
^ut young Moncrafs, now the exiled heir 
of a family, whofe eftates were all confif-t 
cated, and whofe honors were no more, 
threw himfclf at the feet of his only rela- 
tion^ 


tlon, and befought him to accept the of*, 
fers made them, of going to the Brazils.— . 
Whither, my dear uncle, faid the noble 
youth, weeping — whither can we go ? Will 
not the fame cruel time-ferving policy meet 
us in every court whe rewe fhew ourfelves? 
—France, now folicits peace — Rome, has 
no fanftuary but in the bofom of her 
church — a general armiftice will foon. 
take place, — and even, if we were fure of 
more tolerable treatment elfe where, what 
has a foldier to do in times when the 
fword refts in the fcabbard ? — Let us go-— 
what clime can be more barbarous to us 
than this ?— Can any air be more peftilen- 
tial than that where we have beeh deprived 
©f.all the dear ties, which God has givert 
equally to the infidel and the chriftian ?-— 
They fend us to war with the Ethiop— but 
what of that ? — We carry our fouls with 
us — the noble blood of Moncrafs wilt 
mount, go where we will ! — While we fup- 

port 
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port our own dignity, what are countries^ 
or climates to us ? . 

Colonpl Moncrafs, charmed with the 
fj)irit of his nephew, drained him to his 
breaft. 

For me Reuben anfwered he, it is of 
little import where I breathe the wretched 
remains of my life : I haye now no coun- 
try — no inheritance — no kindred but thee, 
<iear native Scotland ! thou art, forever, 
loft to me — no more fhall I greet my un- 
corrupted vaflkls-Hio more hear the voice 
of welcome as I enter; the now defolate 
habitation of ray forefathers — facred fpoti 
where heroes, and where kings firft faw 
the light! — No more retrace the fcenes 
where Oflian filled the echoing valley 
with the woes of Fi«gaU 

Thofe involuntary exclamiations of for* 

^ TOW, and regret ; fo overcame the Colonel i 

that his ft ruggling heart, feemed burfting 

Jfrom his manly breaft, and, he continued 

in 


AGNES. •145 ^ 


LETTER XIIL 


Mrs* Dowager JSulkr to Lady M. Moncrafs. 


Soho-Square. 

OTILL unable to attend my dear couGn 
perfonally, I flatter myfelfflie will be- 
iieve, the greateft confolation I can re- 
ceive, under my misfortune, is tcrhave it 
in my power to fcrve, or oblige her. 

Yes! Lady Mary, 1 too well know 
your Fondnefs for the ingrate, to doubt 
the diftraftion of your mind ; and how- 
ever ready you may be to take blame to 
yourfelf, I well know whei) ever pafSon 
fias been predominate, from what fource 
its cxcefs has arifen. 

Vou L m Good 
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Good God ! — when I look back^^when^ 
I compare the pall with the prefent, I 
could credit no other pea but your's ; the 
narrative you have favoured me with, is 
fo utterly unaccountable, fo out of all 
poflible comprehenfion^ that I can hardly 
bericvc It real.—-— 

Ungrateful man ! And is it indeed thus 
our weak fex are rewarded for inviolate 
faith, and fondnefs unfpeakable ? . ■ 

« 

Yes madam! it is indeed too true, all 
is confirmed by young Harley : I inclofe 
the copy of his letler to Mrs. Butler, you 
fee^^but I have not patience — a man at 
his time of life, his chara6ler — but it is a 
privilege the lords of the creation will mo- 
nopolize ; they contend that the right to 
render theynfelves confpicuoufly ridicu- 
lous, without fear, or Ihame, is the char- 
ter of their fex— would that were all — that 
ihej were the only fufFerers And oh ! 

my 
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my dear friend,, would to God, that the 
conviflion of your hulband's bafenefs 
could reftore your tranquility.—— 

: Oh ! no doubt, wc fliall hear much more 
ofthe paragon of Belle-Vue ; fet a young 
*fellow once going, ii>praife of a chit with 
a round face, if the nofe be not prepofter-' 
oufly mifplaced, if (he can fee, and has a 
tongue, he will find a pleafure in his own 
defcription, and not eafily give it up 
God forgive me I— I wiih- a raoft precious 
punifhment to the General ; but I dare fay 
iJie creature knows better ; elfe, an elope- 
ment with our philofopher, would, in my 
opinion^ expiate all the reft of her fins ;. 
and I fuppofethey are a decent catalogue- 

Surely, Lady Mary, Julia cannot, after 
the treatment ^ow have received, think of 
Reuben with her ufual partiality j you are 
certainly right in giving her to Lolrd Mor- 
den ; he is not, I grants fo well fpoken 
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of in point of morality, as one woulii 
chufe, hut your fufferings are inflifted by 
a moral man; a libertine nia.y diifipate his 
fortune, and injure his family — but I defy 
him to ftab a woman to the heart, as our 
moral man has done : I do Jnot however,, 
mean to imply, that Lord Morden is a 
libertine ; he has^ it is faid, indulged him* 
felf in fome toniih freedoms-— What young 
man of falhion has not? he may not make 
the worfe hufband for that ; Julia is hand- 
fome, lively, and fenfible; ier fortune,^ 
disyou will take care to fettle, itwill.be a 
bond for kind treatment;— -at any rate,^ 
fhe muft not be a Monerafs. 

You obferve the requeft Harley mak€$ 
to my daughter; I think he muft be 
obliged ; we fliall further engage, not only 
his intcreft, but his curiofity : as he be* 
cofnes more acquainted with your L^dy* 
jQiip, he will feel for your diftrefs, andwifh 

10 difcover the fecret motives which could 

inQuence 
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influence the General to aft as he has 
done ; thefe he will naturally connnuni- 
cate ; fa that^ if not forbid by you, I fhall 
furniih Mrs. Butler witli materials for your 
hiftory^ which (be is impatient to begin. 

I cannot helpfmiling in the midft of my" 
anger, to think how little thefe young peo- 
pie fufpeft this fine correfponding-fcheme^ 
which they fancy is to pourtray every ac- 
tioni is a contrivance of two old tabbies^ 
as my faucy fon weuld caU us ; and who> 
if he knew our plan, would pay very 
little refpeft to our defire of prying, by hi*^ 
friend's mean's, into the fecrets of Belle- 
Vue ; what moft juftifies the duplicity, (if 
it may be fo called) in us is, that if Har- 
ley knew the ufe made of his letters ; or> 
if Caroline had the remoteft fufpicion they 
were communicated to your Ladyfhip; 
one would not write, nor the other com- 
municate all we wifh to feev 

Mrs^ 
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Mrs. Butler now grows fo important ii» 
her fize, and fo urgent m her entreaties 
for me to continue with her, *till her ap- 
prehended hour is paft ; that after havkig 
been long a tender nurfe to me, ihe would 
complain, and I think with reafon, if I 
lefufe her : I Ihall by that time I truft, 
have regained ftrengjth, to enable me to 
undertake my journey to you. 

Heaven be your comforter, my deaf 
£riend ; fummon, I befeech you, youcex^ 
cellent underftanding to your aid ; let not 
the perfidy of man triumph over the 

fiaend of 

Constance JButler,. 


H E T:^ 
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LETTER. 


Zady Maiy Moncrafs to Mrs* Dowager Butler^ 


Bath. 

OeRTAINLY my dear Conftance, no- 
thing can be more fair ; if the young man 
will be fo good as to entertain, let him be 
alfo entertained in his turn ; 1 inclofe pa- 
pers Which may poffibly aflift your memory^ 

Harley is a very good creature, I am 
j)articularly attached to him ; he has fome 
claims of which he will always remain igno- 
rant, on my friendfliip ; and could he be 
perfuaded to enter the great world, my fa- 
ther would exert afl his intereft, in hi* 
favor; but the ftrange manner, in which 
Mrs. Montford educated him, and the odd 
fancies, ftie was fo fond pf inftilling, into 

his* 


•i5* AGNES. 

s. 

his young mind, has I fear given him a vaft 
deal of wifdom, with a very fmall portion of 
common fenfe : and it may be an inftance 
of the former, that he chufes to keep out of 
the connections, where the latter only, 
can be of ufe to him. 

I know not how it is Conftance, tut i 
feel a kind of felf reproach, .about prac- 
tifing on the ingenuity of fuch a guiltlef$ 
creature: and it is a Hudibrafiic falvo, 
only, that can reconcile me to my own 
principles^ he, you know, fixes the ignomy 
of perjury, on the framer of oaths, not the 
fwearer, as 

•" 'Tis hi that makes the oath that breaks it, 
^* Not be that for convenience takes it." 

So I wifh to lay our cunning (I muft 
?give it that opprobrious epithet) among the 
ceflof hisiins — at the General's door: but it 
irebounds, and crimfons the cheek of your 

M« MONCRASS. , 

LET- 
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in an undefcribable agony, *tiU he was 
relieved by a flood of tears, 

<i;olonel Moncrafs was one of the braveft 
©f men-; his undaunted foul had led him, 
a ftranger to terror, thro* the embattled 
phalanx in the height of war, and carnage ; 
he knew no fear but that of offending his 
God.; and mifguided as was his zeal for 
the feUen family of the Stuarts, yet even 
that error was virtue in Aw»— becaufe he 
afted up to the diClates of his confcience; 
which in fouls Uke his, is but another word 
for honor ; when he lieard of the deftruc- 
tion of his family^ confidering them rather 
as martyrs to loyalty, than viftims to re- 
bellioi^, altho* he felt» he felt Uke a man^ 
and a loldier: 

The two orphans then under his fole 
proteftion he looked on, as being fnatched 
from general deftruftion hy the peculiar 
providence of heaven ; and he refolved 

V'OL, I. I to 
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to be to them Ae father they had loft- 
but he had now no means to alBft them ; 
except his pay from the court of Lifbon, 
-—he was a batchelor of 'free prmdples, 
and would not haVe been rich, had his 
purfe not been continually drained as it 
was, in affifting the pretender.— 

The rent roll of his eftate in Scotland^ 
was not more than eight hundred pounds 
per Annum: that was now confifcated, 
*and himfelf und^r fentence of outlawry— 
when therefore he beheld the amiable 
youth before him, and heard his anima- 
ted expreffions, when he confidered him 
as literally all that was left of their noble, 
9nd ancient family ; Jbis titles, eftates, and 
hereditary honors, all expunged ; he gave 
vent as I have defcribed to his agony — he 
•wept — but his tears, were not the common , 
expreffions of forrow, they were fuch as 
Achilles flied for UtiaSoBi^Jbzlde/j 

♦ The 
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The young Reul^en, faw this confli£k 
In his noble minded uncle, with fome de^ 
'gree of terror, but naore compaffion ; his 
fufceptible heart mounted to his eyes, 
he fell on the bofom of his uncle, and 
mingled teats with liis : 

A few moments thus paffed in ^he lux- 
^-ury of grief; compofed the Colonel, and 
reanimated his nephev^.— -Let us go, lit» 
faid he, fince our Eden is forever loft to 
tis ; let us, at leaft, feek the afylum we are 
denied by chriftians, among inBdels ; let 
tis fhew thofe time-fervers, we are fuperior 
to the felfifh arts that influenceuhe policy 
of courts — ^when we fight their battles, and 
extend their conquefts, they may recolleft 
J2this treatment with fiiame I— . 

Yes, Reuben 1 I will go with thee, 
^nfwered the Colonel, broken-fpirited;^ 
-and overwhelmed by misfortune— little 
honor, and lefs fame, can 1 now hope for 
tn the profeflion of a foldier j but I will 

I a watck 
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^^atch thy fteps, I will inftruQ: thee how to 
temper the impetuofity of youthful bra- 
very, wilfc difcretion ; thou art a foldier, 
and thy foul pants for conqueft — Oh! 
thou haft much yet to learn: the fierce 
tyger, who feizes on his trembling prey, is 
a fuperior brute to the fearlefs mortal who 
braves death, — a hero muft do more, he 

muft wifli to pr^ferve life. Oh ! thou 

precious wreck of the loft-treafure of our 
houfe— -thou iaft a foul worth * an old 
man's care. — But thy fitter — 
^ Alas fweet ^irl ! anfwered Reuben 
ftriving to reprefs a frefh gufli of tears^ 
what fliall we do with her ? 

Difpofe of her as her father commanded^ 
devote her to God ; what.elfe can be donje 
for thelaft female of the houfe of Moncrafs, 
ivithout dowry, family, or friends ? 

Reuben wept, but as it was now plain hl$ 
father's intention, was thus to difpofe of bis 
daughter, in cafe of the worft; — and that 
« -he 
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fie had, when he made this difpofitiori, a 
prefentiment of thai worfi^-^Yiit could not 
ofFer an objedion to a plan, which had 
(b facred a fanftion ; they therefore went 
immediately to the convents 

4 

Mifs Moncrafs was now in her feven— 
teenth year : the misfortunes of her family, 
xhc? told in the gentleft manner, fo afieded 
her health, (he would have certainly fallen 1 
vidim to grief, had it not been for the moll 
refined friendfhip which fubfifted between 
her and a young novice, daughter to the 
Marquis St. Lawrens, which induced that 
amiable creature to attend on every ftage of 
her diforder, and with the moft tender fym- 
pathy, fo to blend piety, and refignation, with 
comfort ; that the poor orphan recovered ; to 
transfer the fondnefs of her innocent heart 
from the grave of her parents, to the bofom 
of her friend ; in whofe arms flie was weep- 
ing, when her uncle, and brother appeared 
at the grate» 

I a; Very 
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Very few arguments vere neceffary to- 
petfuade Mifs MoAcrafs^ to abandon a 
rvorld which had been fo fatal to thofc flie 
held moft dear ;. without a iingle tie in it^ 
except her unclei and brother^ both of 
whom (he was ^w on the point of lofing^ 
•—what temptation had it for her P' 

Sifter Viftoire, thedearfriendwbo& care- 
had faved her life,, was alfo deftined to take 
the veil ; her father was the french minifter 
at LifboH^ and accopdinf^ to- the ettkt,uett«r 
of the french nobleffe, it was neceflary tQ 
preferve the dignity of his family, by cut-u 
ting off Ac younger bfaneh^^s from fociety*. 

This amiablfe Greature*^s. heart accorded 
with her deftiny ; fhe was a; being formed of 
the moft harmonious materials ; content ir- 
radiated her countenance, peace dwelt ia 
her heart, and the fervency of her devo •^ 
tions regulated every fenfation of hermind^ 

; Under 
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Under the influence of fuch an example, 
and in pofleflion of fuch a friend, fo far 
from having any objeftion to the veil— 
Mifs Moncrafs took her vows with a pious 
chearfulnefs, that infpired reTped, and ren- 
dered her brother perfeflly happy* 

» 

The ceremony was performed the week 
before the Colonel and his nephew fet fail 
on their honorable exile. 

The young devotee felt far more grief in 
parting from thofe dear, and only relatives, 
than (he was^ fenfible of in abandoning the 
reft of the world :-- >-and now, having fet^ 
tied her quietly in her convent, and fent 
my Heroes in queft of adventures ; I fhall 
conclude this letter with a quotation from 
your favoured author, that might have * 
fuited Mifs Moncrafs, and which is not in-r 
applicable to my Edward, 

I 4 ^ With 
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** With the fort of people, who have 
" either ken nothing of the world, or too 
*^ much • where is the merits, of refigning, 
** what one is unacquaifited with, or weary 
^*of? The praife-worthy redufe, are 
" thofe who enter the world with ihno^ 
•* cenjce, and retire from it in goodrhu-- 
^' roourv" 

Adieu-, 


L E T- 
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LETTER XVIL 


EdxDard HarUy, Efq. to Mrs, Butler, 


Hermitage^ 

* 

Another day paffed at Bell-Vue> 
retrofpeftively delightful ; if refined fenfe^ 
elegant hofpitality, and a welcome, where? 
friendfliip, and politenefs7 were blendecjt 
could render it fo. 

< Who can reconcile the contracB6fions* 
in this man's charafter?" He is pubKcly 
laid to be of libertine- principles, a vio^ 
feter of the marriage-vow ; one^. whc^ 
tramples on the ftws of fociety ; who lives^ 
in open; and' criminal intercourfe with 
one amiable female, while another, his wife'^ 

^ ■ 15. • * 
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a woman pofleffed of every female virtue^ 
to whom he is undfer uncommon obliga^ 
tionSj feels the iharp tooth of ingratitude^ 
pines in fecret, and is loft to rank, focietyv 
and all the comforts of life. 

Yet, this nian can flied the tear of fen— 
fibility, compaffion is the leading trait in^ 
his difpofition ; he is bleffed with a bril- 
liant underftanding ; all his fentiments are 
noble, hisdecifionsjuft, and his aQions, as^ 
far as the eye of man can reach, msurk'd by^ 
the ftri&eft propriety :— but fitter,, can we 
wonder a man thiis accomplifhed, thus a^ 
domed with wifdom> and experience, 
Should have it in his power to attach to him- 
felf the voluntary affe6iionsofany woman, 
of a common (hare of tafte, and tuider- 
flanding ? Or, that having onc« recoiv^ 
ciled the matter to his own confcience^ he 
ihould not want arguments to convince one 
of the weaker fex — pardon me, Caroline^ 
the offence pgaiafl honor^ is ian£lified by 
paffion* My 
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My opinion of Agnes rifcs, as I become 
more acquainted with the General: — ^^the 
vroman for whom^wcA a man would go fuch 
lengths; for whom he "would forego fiich hap^ 
finefs; to whom* he would mak^fuchafa* 
crifice, muft be miftrefs^ not only of un- 
common allurements, Ihe muft, however 
it may be perverted, have a^ mind— A 
thoufand thanks dear Caroline, y<)urpacquet 
is juft arrived^ — I kifs your feal, and am fd* 
eager to proceed in the hiflory, I have 
hardly patience to^ figp myfelf your» af*, 
fe£iionate 

Edward Harley*- 

w »: « «' « n^ » « » 

I 

Oh Caroline ! my curiofity is painfully 
arretted; I hadopened your letter, andi 
the evening, being: fine,v walked out with^ 
it : without any previous intention, my^ 
fteps were: involuntarily, turned to the mill i 

1 6 I 
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i had been fo ufed of kte^ ta raahe fnornw 
ing and evening^vifitd thece^ that wkh your 
letter in ray hand^ I Was at theip dooc be^ 
fore I knew I was^ on the way thither ;. are 
my lines croaked? Do you pepceive the 
agitation of my nerves ?—— Patty Lucasr. 
ifino.more.!: 

Oh fir ! cried* the youngeff Boy,. Patty i». 
better,, indeed fiie is; and mammy gave us 
all an apple^ for joy ; pray go in, and you 
will have an apple too. I was fo interefted 
ki your narrative, that altho' glad. to. hear 
th« girl was better, I was not difpofed to be: 
interrupted ;- and*waa turning away,, whenu 
^e woman I had placed there to aflift in^ 
the family; came haftily out; and told me^^ 
Patty heard the children name me, andw 
begged I wouTd let hei» fpeaLto me. 

Old Lucas was kneeling by thc^ fide of 
his dame, in thankful rapture; he wept 
even to £6bhing,. whilli fiie audibly re*. 

turned 
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tnnred her thanks to I^eaven for the ^eam 
of hope^ the prefent compofuve of their 
child afforded ; 2^d fervently prayed^ (he 
might be reftored to hqr (barrowing parents*.' 

The girl herfelf^ had a crimfbn fltift in 
her cheeks^ her lips were even more re(% 
and her eyes, flione brighter than when ihe 
was in rude health; yet, Patty Lucasi, 
within fix: fhx3tt imonths,. was the pride of 
the village^ 

She extended both her hands tovrardf< 
mine, and with a modeft confidence, I cant 
never forget, drew it towards het„ and 
preffing' it: to her breaft 

I have been, fir, faid (he, very Bad 
finCe I &w you this morning; and. I wa»^ 
foforry, and fo gfieved ; 

Why, my girl, were you forry ?* 

Becaufe^ fir^ l^ had not, methought^ 
trhanked you half enough, nor prayed half 
CBou^h^ that God would blels.you hen^ 

and 
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and hereafter ; andpreferve you from the 
fiiares of the £adfe4iearted«— Oh fir ! it is 
very hard to die— to die of love : ibme 
people may make a feoff of it — but believe 
me — believe poor Patty Lucas^ it may be 
*-.-as to Hodge^. I forgive him^. he had a 
hard heart,, but that, you know^ he could 
not help ;— and fo I hope God will forgive 
him too ;— but who will comfort my poor 
fether and mother ? Will you, fir ?-^ Will 
you comfort my poor mother, and help my 
honeft father ?^ — People will tell them of 
their daughter— diey will want fome good« 
^ody to take their parts«^ 

Refpiration became almoft as difficult u^^ 
me, as it was to the poor dying creaturcr 
before me^, whogafped at every fentence 5; 
t felt a rifing m my throat,, which a lady^ 
would have caUed hyftericsy. and could not 
anfwer. 

She repeated: her earaeft queftion,. Will^ 
you fir ? — Will you comfort my poor father^ 
and mother P^till afudden palenefs over-i* 

^fpreadi 
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Spread her face, which became covered with 
targe drops^ of ccdd fweat ; her eyes, now de- 
prived of the tranfient lufter which but a 
moment before dazzled my fight, ftill fix*d 
their anxious looks on mine ; while fhe ad- 
ded, in a low hollow voice. If you fay you 
will, I know I may believe you^ 

Shocked at an alteration fo fudden, ancl: 
awful, I ^could not help thinking myfelf in* 
the immediate prefence of the Deity; I 
iblemnly promifed to proteft her parents; 

One parting beam now fhot from hcF 
clofing eyes. 

Enough, enough — \ am fatisfied ;. and> 
teaning her head back, on her diftraftedl 
mother— without one figh, one groan,. ex«^ 
{»red — poor Patty Lucas V 

I cannot rcflefk; I fear P Ihould be- 
wicked were I ta attefnpt it. Dame Luca»>^ 
will not long furvive her daughter — ^time- 
oiay confole the father ;, it is now the houfe 
ofmiferyi with fuch an obje3: in her coffin^ 

the 
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the voice of comfort cannot be heard ; all 
that can be at prefent done for tfaem> is to 
take care that want may not be added t9 
their affli6iions» 

For the honor of your fexy Carofine^ I 
muft tell you an anecdote yon will not me^ 
with often in the great world. 

» 

Twenty maidens^ fbme of whomr are 
fervants, whofe wages do not exceed forty 
ihillings a year^ have fubfcribed their half^ 
crowns for white gloves, and fevours, tD 
accompany my poor girl's remains to the 
grave; as many yoiing men follow their 
example, and they have begged my honor to 
lead the proceffion i I will take care theii? ^ 
purfes are not lighter, for this mark of 
ienfibilky; but (halt not comply with their 
requeft* — 

• No ! not even in- the grave-, will the 
-malevolent, and envious, fuffer .their vie* 
lims to reft ; Mrs. Swamp is grievoufly of-^ 

fiendedi 
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fended at all the maidens, as to the fet- 
lows^ no wonder tliey are foriy, the crear- 
ture was. of their fwt ; but for a virtuous 
damfel for to be feed in fuch compan)^^ 
dead or alive— Oh for Ihsane I if Mb. 
Swamp was of her mind, (whidi he feldom 
is) he'd excommwiicate every foul on *\im» 
and as to Mifter Harley^ fhe wonders the 
dead c»n» reft in the grave, ta think thal^ 
poor, dear Mrs. Montford's fiosbftance 
fhould be fpent after that fafhion, is a 
'barnifag Ihame, fo it is ; but howfoever^ 
kird« of a feather, fame folks may be fond 
of fuch fort of trumpery^ as huffeys and 
baftards, iruth was not to be told at all 
limes, becaufe why, flie believed fomc 
folks might, if truth was. known* be bafi* 
lards themfelves^ 

Do you know Caroline, I am^ weak 
enough to be difturbed at this foolifh wo- 
|naii*'s impertinence ; not on^my own ac- 
caujit you may be fure ; but poor damQ; 

Lucas« 
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Lucas* After the woman who attends hei^ 
had * told me of Mrs. Swamp's malice, 
looked emphatically in my face ;— Ah fir, 
faid the weeping mother ; p^t has no chil- 
dren, fhe never gave fuck, was not af- 
fli£ted with ficknefs, had no dear dutiful 
girl to nurfe her, nor; oh great God ! flie 
cannot know a mother's pangs at fuch a 
fight as that; pointing to the dill lovely 
corps of her dead child. 

Adieu my beloved Caroline, I do not 
trouble you with any thing to James, as 
I write to him at G — y but beg you will 
render my beft refpe£ls acceptable to the 
dowager Mrs. Butler, and when ihe writes 
to the continent, hope my name is not 
omitted among the enquiring friends of 
Mr. Henry Butle r„ 

Edward Haiilet>» 


L ET^ 
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LETTER XVIIU 


Mr$^ J. Builct to Edward HarUy^ Efj*. 


TV 
H'£ Colonel and hfs young charge 

reached the Brazils without any material 
incident^ where die former after fignaliZf-^ 
ing himfelf in many aflions^ and adding, 
frefh luftre to a charaBer whicb required 
Bone^ his own private forrows^ added to- 
what he always felt for the family to whom 
his fortune had been facrificedj co^ope- 
Vating with the bad air of the climate, he 
died within four years after hi« arrival at 
the Brazils* 

Young Moncrafs fuccecded him both in 
raik and charaaeri but the lofs of hi*^ 

only 
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only friend was too lincerely feltj and tocy 
bitterly regretted, to be eafily forgotten; and 
he bad befides this another caufe for inxi— 
ety, it was now a twelve-month fince he 
had heard from his fifter ; her correfpond- 
ence had hitherto been very regular, Hot 
a fhip from Portugal had touched at any 
part of the Brazils, but her fond wiftlesr 
for his welfare were conveyed to him ; the 
pleafare he took in this correlpondehce^ 
was augmented by the perceptible ira*- 
provement of her mind; her letters were 
at once affeQionate, entertaining^ and pil- 
ous : but he had not received any of thofe 
momentos of a fitter's love (akho* he had 
continued to write conftantly to her) fome 
months before the Colonel's death, and now 
a twelve-month more had elapfed, without 
affording him the confolation to know his. 
fifter exifted. 

, A billiotis complaint, which gained 
ftreogth from the anxiety of ^ his mind> 

wa& 
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•was increaflng fo faft on his conftitution, 
that by thfe advice of his phyfician, he 
vrote to the minifter, praying leave to re- 
turn to Lifbon for change of air : the 
feuds of the times which ^ccafioned the 
honorable exile, into which he was fent, 
bieing now no more; he eafily procured 
an order from court, and returned to Port- 
ugal, -after having been fix years abfent, in 
the twenty -third year of his age : his firft 
Vifit was to the Convent where his fitter 
was profeffed. 

Poor Moncrafs ! born to experience all 
►the bitternefs of fortune, could hardly 
•credit his fenfes ; when told that his fitter, 
the modett, amiable creature he left fo fa- 
tisfied, and fo happy in her fituation ; her 
whofe expanding underttanding had given 
him fuch innate pleafure, had violated 
her vows to Heaven, and eloped from. the 
CojQvent ; and fo it aftually proved^ 


To 
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To thofe who know with what rigour 
this crime is punifhed^ and in what ab-» 
horrcnce it is held by rigid catholics^ it 
^ill not appear, ftrange, that the youug 
criminal had taken every precaution^ hu* 
man fagacity could fuggeft, t-o prevent 
her- route, and connexions from being 
difcovered; nothing had tranfpired that 
could throw the kaft light on the tranf- 
a£tion : Viftoire had been privately inter- 
rogated, and 'had publicly ftood the ex* 
amination of the Inquifitory Coiirt — hef 
grief and confternation at this ftep of her 
bofom friend^ was natuiral and fincere^ 
flie utterly denied any knowledge of her 
elopement; and declared that fo far from 
Gliding, or abetting her; ha<J flie enter* 
tained the flighteft fufpicion of her defign 
•—flic fliould have held it a duty to that 
God, to whoin they were both bound, to 
prevent fuch a difgrace being thrown on 
their holy religion, and the pious filler- 

liood, 

The 
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The rank, and family of this young 
nun, independant of her own virtuous 
character ; precluded all fufpicion of her 
veracity ' 

The fentencc of excommunication, with 
all the terrible train of curfes, ufual on the 
commiffion of fuch extraordinary crimes, 
were publickly denounced againft the 
young apoftate, her abettors, and ac- 
ceflaries; but the refentment of the 
church proved in this cafe impotent, and 
all its endeavours to recover the loft 
fugitive, abortive. 

Young Moncrafs was a bon catholic, 
but by no means a bigot : it is true he 
confidered his filler as an unhappy finful 
■woman, whofe eternal falvation was for* 
feited by her breach of vow, but ftill, fhe 
was his fitter ; a fitter who was configned 
with a folemnit^ and Undcrncfs that ever 

dwelt 
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dwelt cm his mind, to his fraternal <SLre> 
by his dead pal*ents-— *• 

The fame affeftions, fentimems, and 
paffions; had filled their young hearts, they 
had grown up together with eircreafing 
love, and all the warmth of youthful fond- 
4iefs : and fo eariy divided from the reft of 
tiis family, all his affections had naturally 
centered in iier, . 

The young foldier's domeftic forrow did 
-not facilitate his recovery ; he waited on 
Viftoire, who burft into an agony of grief 
ivhen fhe faw him; they wept together, 
.4)ut the nun could not, or would not, give 
liim any information re^efling his fifler's 
affairs; and as to her lafl ftep, fhe de- 
clared fhe had not the leail fufpicion of it, 
"•till, to her eternal forrow, it w^as irre* 
triveable. 

Poor finful creature ! added fhe, I pray 
ahat *her penitence may be fincere — I 

hourly 
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liotirly implore the Virgin Mary to pro- 
teft, and inFpire her with true repen- 
tance; greatly as I abhor the crime, I yet 
pray, the criminal may now, and ever, 
•efcape the temporal puniflament, that 
would be the fure reward of her l^uilt, 
was (he to be taken — Alas ! fuch is. my 
\ dread of that event, this convent, once an 
earthly paradife, is now become horribie 
ito me ; I tremble at every fummons to 
the Abbefs^ no ftranger comes to the 
parlour without alarming my fears, and 
, iilling me with terror ; I have folicited 
the Marquis to fend me to Pari^ where 
I may be immediately profeffed ; my pa- 
rents wiih indeed to defer my returii to 
France, 'till they can accompany me — but 
^las ! 1 have loft the filler of my foul, e- 
ternally loft her; and in this place am 
in agonies, at the fear -of her being' 
•brought back. 

The Marquis, after ten years tefidence 
at this court, is now recall'd ; it is my 

Vol, I. K mother's 
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niiother's wifti I ihould be in France, where 
all their intereft lies ; and -I have hopes 
J. (hall foon leave a place where -every 
thing reminds me of my loft friend ; where 
I am hourly offending Heaven fay my bw 
jibilfty to divide the fin firom the^finher^ 

A flood of tears accompanied eveiy 
word that fell from Viftoire's lips, and 
^he young , foldier gave himfelf up to a 
grief and dejedion that preyed on his 
«conftitution, and reduced his fine Bgure 
"to a mere fpeftre ; he did not, howevOT 
forget to pay his 'Court to the prince, in 
^hofe fervice his Ibrows .had often .heea 
^crowned with laureU. 

His Majeftyrcmenibered the 'fine you^ 
who accompanied Colonel Moncrafs to 
the Brazils ; and knew he was the laft 
branch of the family of Moncrals : th^ 
tfame of his bravery, and the report 
mf his good fenfe and humanity had 
♦ alfa 
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fldfo reached the court ; but the wan ap- 
pearance of the young Hero, was ilUcalcu- 
lated ^o revive the memory of his former 
pleafing form ; or drefs it in the glowmg 
tints, which ever accompanies valiant ac- 
tions, when added to a activating figure* 

It ferved however, to convince the 
. King, that the leave he had folicited to 
Teturn to Europe, was really neceflary to 
liis exiftence. 

The heart muft have been impenetrable, 
that beheld his interefting figure, and knew 
fais misfortuiies .; without being prejudiced 
in his favor. 

His Portuguefe Majefty received him 
^ery gracioufly, and he was honor'd with the 
particular notice of the royal family : and 
notwithftanding the difaifedion of his an- 
ceftors, he was invited by the Englifli am- 
'bafladcr^ to his table aiid afTemblies. 

K s And 
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And here, tny dear Edward, I ^wiffi to 
proceed to the coimnen€emen.t of his ac- 
<juaintarKe ivith Lady Mary, — but I am 
much indifpofed, and mufl poftpone the 

hiftory till I am better Adieu, J know 

J have your prayers. 


L fi T^. 
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LETTER XIX^ 


James BuUer, Efq. to Edward Harley, Efq. 


Soho-Square.^ ' 

Vjrl VE me joy, dear Edward, my Caro-* 
line is fafe : fhe has prefented me with a 
cherub, lovely as herfelf ; and both the dear 
angels are, thank God, well r I was not 
returned from the circuit when the happy 
news wa^ brought me, but you may be^ 
fure I flew home on the wings oF anxiety 
and love^ ^ - 

Caroline begs you will continue to 
write, and in order to encourage you fo to 
do, my mother will give you the remaining 
parfof General Moncrafs's hiftory. 

K g Lord 
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Lord Ruthven's family are returned ta 
Bath ; his Lordfliip^ by order of his phy- 
(icians : Lady Mary too, is, we are griev- 
ed to find, very much indifpofed.^— One 
only (hade is there in that woman's excel- 
lent chara£ler ; the pride of her heart, has 
deftroyed her peace: had fhe given a 
little way, had fhe aflailed the General 
with tears inftead of reproaches, he would, 
—he muft have foon feen his error ; his 
heart is noble, and a man of ftri£ier honor 
does not breathe — but he has alfo a com- 
petent fliare of pride ; Lord Ruthvcn*s re- 
proaches muft have funk deep in fuch a 
mind as his — and Lady Mary is the fuf- 
ferer ; (he adores her hufband, and all her 
attempts to regain her tranquility, ferves 
only to prey on her own health, and ren- 
der herfelf and family miferable. 

Mifs Neville fufFers too ; they fee no 
Company, and the poor girl is forbid 
holding ^y cprrefpondence with, or even 

. fpeaking 
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{peaking of young Moncrafs;.tKis refiVaint^ 
Julia very ill brooks; tho^ perl aps, it 
maybe well for her, the eftirangment took 
place when it did ; for>; if I know any 
thing of the female heart, A<fr'i would in-- 
faUibly have chofen young Reuben for it»* 
keeper : — Pray is he now with his father^ 
or where ? 

So^ this Agnes is hand{ome» is fiie ?-^ 
And accompliihed ?— And play^ finely ?' 
' " I know a young Barrifter, who was' 
with us on the circuit, (an acquaintance* 
of Mrs. de Vallmont's,,the lady whom the- 
general has made her duenna) he fpeaks 
highly indeed, of both Vallmont and Ag« 
nes ; fays, the former is a woman of ho-^ 
Qor and charaEter, the latter an angel; 
%nd I aflure you, was fo o£Fended when I 
laughingly anfwered, a fallen one^ that I 
expe&ed a challenge — fo, if you hear of 
% certain %ecial pleader having committed 

K. 4 murderji 
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murder, dont be furprized 1 &ncy 

roy young bluftering Barriiler is her lover* 

Lady Mary ftands fponfcr to otrr yoxtng 
ftranger, and we mean to accept Major 
Mehofc's polite offer on Ae fame oc- 
cafion^ 

I cannot but wiffi that the interview 
between her Ladyfhip and the General's 
friend may be produffive, tho^ I have 
really given the matter ! up— — Articles 
on both fides are .{igned.——^ 

' N^d, you don'l mind politics, and if 
you did, I hate to write onthefubjeft — 
but old Montford is minority mad : we- 
fend him every pamphlet, and neNvs-paper^,^ 
that comes out ; and he has now taken it 
into his head, that it i« extremely fliame-; 
ful either you, or I, are not iii parliament: 
Caroline told him,, (he h!eU6t€d it would 
be a difficult matter to prevail on either of 
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US 4p accept a feat in that auguft affembly, 
even was it to be offered without any- 
expence.- 

Hie was downright angry— — ^Very v^I; 
Hiadara, faid he, knitting his brows, andreft^^^ 
ing on his cane, — then Pll tell ye What I'll 
domyfelf, PH m^rry; and fince you are all 
too proud to pay any court to the old fellow^ 
you will know the value of my partiality; 
tjiihcn it is lojl. Poor Caroline w^as much 
hurt at« this* threat,, as it feem'd to imply 
• a defign to hold us in the meaneftofall 
lubjeQ:ions,.,that of a dependance on his 
wU ; but he has great good-filature, not- 
withftanding his oddities,, the tear no 
foonergliften'd in Caroline's eye, than his^ 
own caught the infeftion ; he bid- her not^ 
mind him* 

The old man will be doing, ifheun-- 
does the ne^t moment. They parted 
good friends, tho* not without fome ob- 

K 5' lique 
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lique hints^ about the facred ckaraBtr 
of a Britijh ftnaior^ and ^his intentior* 
that his Borough fliould, .next feffions^ 
be reprefented by independent men — but" 
take notice, Mr. Edward Harley, I have 
no time to be a patriot, 

i 

' ■ > 

. Caroline defires a thoufand kind re- 
membrances may be added to thofe of^ 
dear lldward, your affeftionate 

James Buti.br. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXr 


Ed-ward Harley, Efq. to Jcmts Butler, Efq. 


Hermitage. 

ii partake your joy, my dear James j 
anfd fend you the warm congratulation of 
friendihip and brotherly love, on an 
^^nt dffuch impoftance to your family, 
and the happinefs of us all; our good 
Benfon found her yo«th renewed at the 
news, and begged, if lb be as I could any 
way do without her, (he might go to Lon- 
do» to attend on her dear young lady j 
flbeiiad,. fhe fold laid all my things ready, . 
» great while in expeSation* of going, I * 
4onfented,and flie accordingly fet out this 
lifio^ning; good creature, I hope fbe will. 

K 6 not 
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not find her heart ftronger than her body ; 
I need not, I know, defire you will fend 
to fetch her from the inn. 

I dined yefterday at Belle- Vue, and 
was not a little gratified, by the unbounded 
profeflions of friendfliip, and efteem, with 
which I was honored, by the noble owner 
of that charming manfion : — my fitter de- 
fires I will give her aparticularlydefcripdon 
of Mifs De Courci's perlbn ; but this is 
a more difficult ta£k than (he imagines.;; 
when I was laft at Belle- Vue^ Agnes; wjis^ 
indifpofed, andfhe has yet ibnie .reqiains^ 
of langour, which gives an ex^efs of de- 
licacy, to her looks ; there ijs ala infiimiv 
ating grace in ijer maimer, that goes di- 
reftly to the Henfes: were I a poet, ai^ 
meant to defcribe the fort of beauty, \yh4.cl}t. 
fleals on the foul by fure, and impj^rcep-*. 
tible degrees, I think I fhould be under-* 
ftood, after contemplating her Jace^ andt 
Jigure^ or, were I a painter^ who.^hacjL 

already 
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already dra\<^n a perFeft Venus, yet' felt 
as painters I fancy often do ;- a fomething: 
wanting, a finifh, a. life glow, do you com'* 
firehendme ?> I am fure Agnes De Courci*s{ 
countenancei wobld guide my pencil ; her 
finiles are irrefiRihle, ankllier voice haiD 
mufic in its moft comraon expreffions— r- 
ftie is I believe, of what is^ called the tall' 
naiddle fize;. there; is a haughty turn in hen 
carriage^ which'added to her elegant formj. 
conveys anideaiof pride ; but you feel the 
ePFor the infiant flic opens th« prettielb 
mouth in the WiOiid:. iince. I have feeni 
this lady, I have thought that any woman- 
wiih/wcAa mouih, even if added to a^very 
harfti and difagreable.fet of other features> 
would be enchanting — as^to her eyes, i. 
pToteft I cannoc telVof what codourtheyi 
aire,^. qnlyahs^ they, are extremely brilliant^ 
and that ' the whole i of. her face was I'' 
Jidieve never equalled. 




i- 
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1 don't know how it isy but I think ther& 
is a reftraint in the Getiefal's behayiour 
to her; his eyes indeed dwell with^ 
plcafure on her countenance^ and he pa^* ' 
an entbvfiaftic refpe£l to her apinion- ; ^ ki» 
dfiUght is in caUing to obfervation /i^ 
many fine accompliihments fhe certainly 
ppfiefles ; but ytt, there is a fonaeihing 
that often clouds- his countenance in the 
inrdftof her fafctnations ; I would hope it 
was tibe iisnage of his- noble wife, yet to 
Gonfe& truth, I fear, had* I an Agnc8,— ^I-^ 
but what flujBF am I writings' . 

Old Lucar holds his. leaie under Mr^ 
Thrifty vdbick being near expired, he 
has received notice to quit ; the hJoiieft 
foul on tbe poifi^ of bekkg turiiied out 
of ft dwellmg,. in which be wasr fttnrii f andf: 
lihich has fo loog fkeltered, and^fu^ported 
his family, now recolkBs he has other! 
children, befides her he fo much laments 
<iici, and his grief for her deaths becomes 

iefs 
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lefs violent, as his cares for the furvivors 
iocreafe. 

I have taken a frefli Icafe in my own 
name, of Mr. Thrift, who had no objec- 
to his tenant, but his poverty, and trou- 
ble ; and fuppofing he would not, tvith a 
fick wife, and large family, be able to 
pay the rent.— The mill now works again. 

Can it be the abfence of old Benfon J 
Surely nof I am aduaily tired, without 
having been employed; y&tA wiil call it 
s^athy ; Madamofelle De Courci wouldi 
fay it is ennui*-~-No matter, God ble&> 
you, and your better felf, my Caroline^ 

r 

Edwakiv Haklby* ' 
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E E T T E R XXV.. 


Krs. D&wcg^er Builir to E. Harlty, Efq. 


Sjoho-Square;. <■ 
Dear Sir.. 

IVl Y bel6ved daughter impofes on mc a^ 
talk,, whiidh however agreeable to myfelf^! 
inay.not^ perhs^s he entirely fo to you; a^ the* 
Qold^ihanimate .prolixity'-of an old woman^. 
will' fotm. a great contraft between her* 
defcriptions, and that of fo fprightly and- 
eleg^Btra penwon^ajn as Mrs.- Butler: you: 
muft however, accept of my wilh to in- 
dulge her^. and gratify ypui. and. take. 
tnatUr for vmnncU' 

When 
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When Cotonel Moncrafs, (he tiad, yo^i 
are informed, fucceeded • to his uncle V 
rallk) was firft introduced to the affem- 
blies of the Englifli ambaflador, who was 
a man of the firft quality, and lived in 
great fplendor. and'magnificence : he was 
bought to be very near his diffolution ; 
and his invalid ftate,- added to the miC 
fortunes of his family, interefted all the 
Englifhi who were then refident at Lifbon,^- 
in his fkvOr j jibe Earl of Rutbven, with' 
his Countefs^ and young daugbteir, were 
of this number ; Lady Ruthven laboured 
under i complication of difordeis, and 
was come to L'ifcon in hope^tb receiver 
benefit from change of air ^ kev daughter. 
Lady Mary, then inf her eighteenth year^,- 
was univerfaHy ^dm?iredi the^ value ofr 
gold, i\ I beleive, pretty equal in- all 
countries'; and the great^fbrtune^ to whicK^ 
flie wks. undoubted bpirefs, ><rduld have 
fti]^|><^d p^Jrfe&ion on a forih lefs attrac«^ 
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tive than her*s ; but tlie* truth is^. ihe was' 
really a maft elegant young, >Mman« 

I had the* honor to be of Lord Ruthvcn's 
party, a$ Mr. Butler was fecretary to the 
£mba% ; Lady Ruthven begged I would> 
be her gueit dviriog her ftay at^ Lifbon ; 
her extreme ill health requiredj and} 
would hav« commanded' my attendance^* 
had I notbeeUj (which however I own I 
wtas) impelled by a ftronger ogtQtiv^ tq^ 
accept her invitation* 

My parents dying when I wa^ very^ 
young, I became an orphai^-ward to Lord 
Huthven ; and his Lady,, who was my* 
ncareft female relatioi^, had intirely fu-* 
fterinteoded my edi|Cation: Rut^veiw 
hottfe wa&myhome. Lady Mary,, is, it 
i^ true, five years- younger than myfelf, 
t^ut notwithftanding- this diifparity in our 
ages, ve had, even at th^t early periodc of 
aur lives, a. mutual affe6Uon for each 

other^ 
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ether, which ripened into the conftant and 
warm friendihip, that now, when youth, 
and all it$ appendages are fleeting, is the 
honor and comfort of my exUlence. 

My heart was ever open to my young^ 
coufin^ nor had her's a thought concealed 
fromme. My marriage to Mr^ Butler^ 
not being, in point of rank, quite fo eli-* 
gible a one as my guardian thought my 
fortune entitled me to^ was a fecret to all^ 
but my coufin, a year after it had taken 
plade ; when my huiband's appointment 
to Lifbon, and my fuuation, rendered the 
difcovery unavoidable ; and it was matter 
of infinite joy, both to Lady Mary and 
myfelf, that we were not yet to be fepa- 
rated. I left my fon in England with my ' 
mother-inJaw, and followed Mr* Butler 
to Lift>on, with the RuAhven family. 

I perfeftly remember, the firft time we faw 
Colonel Moncraf » ■ ■ T hat poor young, 
man^ faid I-ady Ruthven, carries death ia 
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hrs countenance ; and by a fort of fyrapa-- 
thy, invalids are apt to feel for each other^ 
fhe contracted a regard for him, which 
was the foundation, of the intimacy that 
afterwards took place in the family. 

The Ambaflador introduced Mr. Mon- 
crafs to Lord Ruthven, as a young officer 
in the Poruguefe fervice ; prudently paf- 
fing over his forfeited rank, and title : but 
they were both, notwithftanding, very 
well known i and the refpeElful attejitioiv 
every where paid him, was as creditable 
to the feelings of his countrymen^ as flat- 
tering to bimfelL 

% 

He very fbon became one of our fa- 
mily; and, contrary to hope, his health 
began . fl'owly to mend. Lady Mary, 
whole amiable and^tender attention to her 
fick mother, endeared her to every feeling, 
heart, was alfo, oh many occafions, the 
Wooming handmaid of Efculapius to young 

MoQcrafs j: 
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Moncraft; the Countefs, who, like moft 
people afFeOicd with ill-health, fancied 
ihe could cure the difeafes of other peo- 
-plc, tho* her own had baffled the art of 
medicine, was perpetually prefcribing for. 
the Coionel ; and Lady Mary was the fair 
adminiftrefs of all the quackery her mother 
fo lavifhingly bellowed on him ; but it 
fometimes happened, that the medicines 
A\rere forgot, in the pleaiing t^te-a-tetes 
they authorized ; Mr. Moncrafs was 
•often called upon to recount the misfor- 
tunes of his family, and the mifadyentures 
of his youth ; his heart, ever foftened at 
the recital, found itfelf attraflted by the 
Sympathy he excited ; * our tears were 
i)lended with his; and the innocent Lady 
Mary, might have been truly faid to 


^^ Love him for the dangers he had paft. 


» 


Tn a few months, health began to reani- 
riait: iiuj countenance, ftrength, and manly 

grace 


214 AGNES. 

grace fucceeded t6 the debilitated ftat€ he 
was in, when introduced to as, and I do 
not remember to have feen a handfomer 
man; the young gentleman I am now 
addreffing, is certainly a very fine pcrfon, 
tut General Moncrafs, at the period I 
am writing of, was the moft captivating 
iigure I ever faw. 

The fCounteffs ftill continued declining^ 
and the Earljuft then being fcized with 
a violent fit of the gout, was therebf 
tendered incapable of attending us, in 
fome little fea excurfion, which eur phy- 
ficians ordered the Countefs to take ; wc 
were therefore configned to the protec- 
tion of Moncrafs. 

Two months were taken up in thofe Ik- 

^le voyages, which tho* not attended with 

/the hoped for benefit to the health of 

Lady Ruthven,-paffedas delightfully, as 

^uipid — nothing could exceed the polite 

«and 
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;and refpeQful atteniian of the young 
foidier, b^ feemed to exift but ^for us^ 
.and Lady Mary^ heant was his involun- 
tary .reward; nor was he lefs attached to 
Jier ; I was an interefted obfexvei;, I per- 
^ceived their mutual afFe^ion^ and know- 
ing the immenfe wealth my coufin would 
f>oflefs, and the affe6lionate friendfhip the 
£arl, and Counfcefs both bore the Colonel; 
4aw no impropriety in their indulging the 
tbias of their hearts.; I thought them in- 
rdeedj bora for each other^ and looked 
forward to an union that pr' mifed fomuch 
^certain felicity with 4)leafin"e ; but my an- 
ticipations were in ^«vely ifefpeO; founded 
jin eirror J their union was fat, very far diC- 
Ftant ; and when it did take place you fee 
ifir, how feort lived the happineCs, I^ focJ- 
iiihly thought, would laft for life. 

Lady Ruthven tired out with the una- 
vailing efforts of her phyfician^ and find- 
ing no benefit from change of climatq^ 

«took 
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*ook a fudden refolution to return to £n- 
^land : the Earl had a yatch fitted up for 
the accommodation of his lady, and al- 
ways in readinofs to fail ; a few hours 
jfiotice only, therefore, were neceffary, be- 
fore all was ready for their embarkation. 

To defcribe the anguifh of my young 
friend, or paint the delpair vifible in the 
•countenance of Colonel Moncrafs, would 
fee alike impofEble; Lady Mary threw 
herfelf on my neck — oh Conllance ! cried 
fee what will become of me ? I leave the 
only man my heart will ever acknowledge, 
I part, perhaps for ever from him who 
is my fate — pity me dear Conftance, oh! 
were -not my mother's life in danger, I 
would lofe mincy rather than to be torn 
from him — Yes Moncrafs I would die a 
thoufand deaths rather than leave thee.— 

We were in this fituation when he en- 
tered — my poor coufinjuflraifedher head 

and 
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and then hid her face in my bofom ; my 
arms were thrown round her, and we 
were all incapable of utterance ; the Co- 
lonel bent his knee before us; and equally 
unable to conceal, or to reprefs his emo-. 
tion, took the hand of Lady Mary,-preffed 
it to his lips and precipitately retired. 

What is he gone cried ftie? ftarting— . 
has he then left me ? Moncrafs ! Mon- 
crafs! wringing her hands, return once 
more; let me once more behold thee— 
her voice raifed, and repeatiog his name, 
reached him as he was traverfing an ad- 
joining apartment — he haftily returned. 

The confufion his re-appearance threw 
her into, crimfoned over her face, and 
neck, (he trembled and turned from him. 

What, faid he (approaching and re- 
fpeflfully taking her hand) what would my 
lovely young friend, with her Moncrafs ? 

Vol. I. L She 
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She turned half round-^my Moncra(9 
faid fhe deeply fighing, as (he repeated his 
words- 
Yes Lady Mary aufwcred he, if the 
trueft adoration, the fondcft afFe6lion, the 
moft heart-felt attachment, can make 
Moncrafs, your s 

She interrupted him — dear Moncrafs 
do not deceive me, the world, if it knew 
iny weaknefs ; how would it be defpifed ? 
and my parents— ah my God ! how \f0\3ld 
they condemn it ? nay, perhaps on reflec- 
tion, I may defpife, I may condemn my- 
felf ; but in this dreadful moment, the only 
one my fate may ever offer, what are 
forms, or public cenfure, to the diftrac- 
ting^anguifh of my foul? fay then again 
you are mine, and confirm it on y^ur 
honor ; and I fwear (falling on her knees) 
by all the powers, wh6 proteQ. innocence, 
X will be your faithful Mary, as long as I 
exilL 

Surprife 
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Surprize, rapture, and i<we ; were by 
tum» predominant in the countenance of 
young Moncra& ; he dFoped on bis knees, 
woA folding hia arms ro^nd her, was going 
to fpcak, when th« £arl a|>peared at the 
■tippofitc door. 

Language is too falnt^ and it muft be 
the pencil of am excellent artift, who 
could do juftice to the features df us all ; 
liie Earl looked as if the attachment of 
two amtaUe young: people, who had beea 
indulged with each other's unreferved fa« 
ciety near a twelve-month, was a thing 
that never before happened j and felt, I 
dare fay, the utmoft fcorn and indigjiation 
againft his daughter, for levelling her mind 
to the fugitive fortunes of poor Moncrafs? 
however, he thought proper to conceal his 
refentment for the time, and taking his 
daughter's hand : 

Mary, laid he, your mother is extremely 
ill; fhe hasjuft fainted: that poiiure 

L A would 
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vrould have well become you, had it b6en 
aflumed in prayer for your dying parent^ 

Never was there a more dutiful child 
than Lady Mary ; never one, who more 
ftriftly performed every obligation of duty 
and affeflion : the danger of Lady Ruth- 
ven banifh'd Moncrafs from her thoughts 
for a moment— r— Oh my mother! cried 
(he, why was I not fummon'd to her at 
fiftance?^ 

The fummc»is, Mary, would have found 
you engaged, faid the Earl, as he led her 
out, coldly, and haughtily bowing to Mon- 
crafs, who ftood the image of defpondcncy. 

Mr. Butler objefted to my leaving him, 
and I had not the happinefs to fee Lady 
•TRuthven after we parted : the Earl did 
not quit his daughter a moment, 'till his 
veffel was under weigh : my being prefent 
at the fcene he had fo malapropos intur- 
rupted, was certainly ground for fufpicion 
againft me : he could not, to be fure, 

fuppofc 
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fuppofe me to be very inimical to an affair 
of which I was fo tame a fpefclator. 

^ Moncrafs took leave of Lady Ruthven, 
who prayed for a blefling on him, and to 
the inftant of their reparation, expreffed the 
warmeft folicitude for Bis happinefs. 

As foon as our dear friends were out of 
fight, Moncrafs returned to his lodgings^ 
and I to my chamber— —You arCj by 
this time, I prefume, as tired of reading; 
as I am of writing : I beg to prefent, with 
my daughter's affeftionate remembrance, 
thofe of, dear fir, &c. 

Constance Butler- 
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LETTER XXII. 


Mr. Harky to Mrs. Butler.. 


B 


Hermitage*. 


OW ihall I tbank you my gpod Caro» 
line^ for the kiad method you have taken 
to oblige me ^ or how expreis my fenle ot 
the honor Mrs. Butkr condefcends tocoo'^ 
f er on me ? 

You charge me to eontinuc writings but 
dear Caroline you muft alfo dire£t me to 
a fubjeft — Patty Lucas refts under the 
green tur£ — and her woes are no more re- 
membered ; I am not in the higheft fpirits; 
m the world, nor I believe quite well — my 
vifits are not fo frequent at BellcrVue a& 

they 
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ihcy have been — nor — in (hort I am indif- 
pofed— but you muft have a letter you fay. 

• 
Well then know thati have lately employ- 
ed myfelf in direfling the gothick library to 
be finiihedy which our ever regretted Mrs* 
MoQtford began. You ronember the poimt 
of the rock which overlooks the waterfall ^ 
SDy new building is an odiagon^ fo near its 
iununit^ that when the folding doors are 
open, the dafiiing of the water from the na-r 
lural cafcade^ into the refervoir under, 
\ Jias a folemn and pleafing efFeft — I have 
contrived to cut a flight of fteps from the 
fUnlmit of the rock, which carries you 
fometimes through the hanging wood, when 
you may fancy itis^afubterraneous pafptge; 
4t othei^s, fo clofe under the rock, that the 
daihing of the waters expofe you to an ar- 
tificial fhowcr of rain : thofe fleps bring 
you to an opening, where at once, you 
^e furprifed with a moft beautiful view of 
the whole vale under the village; juft 

b 4 where 
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where the water makes its way in divided 
ftreams from the natural refervoir; my 
point of view from hence, and which in- 
deed was my principal objeft, is Belle- Vue ^ 
as the finooth current glides along the flow- 
ry bankj I have a fecret pkafure in re- 
flefting, the very fstoe water which roars 
under my cell, gives that charming verdure 
which rcfreflies the fenfes, and delights the 
eye in Belle- Vue park, and garden ; when 
I retreat from this beautiful fcenc, I feaC 
cend the Heps to my new building ; whicfcif 
you pleafe you may call the cell of con- 
templation ; for there a dead filence reigns 
(fave the waterfall) which infpires a Ibictti- 
nity, I would not exchange for all the no^ 
things of the great world, ; 

A 

Well Caroline, how dd yau like my new 
building ? it is at prefent fo much in my 
favour, that I may be almoft faid to live 
there ; my books, globes, raufical inftru- 
ments, laymen figures, and all my drawing 
apparatus ^re ?:emoved into it^ and I am 


■**■*"— ■^*' 
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at this inftant writing to you from thence 
h eavens ! 

A little boy, was in the midft of a bitter 
complaint againft his daddy, for getting 
tipfey, and beating his mammy, for which 
he was earneftly praying I would have him 
put into the (locks ; when behold Caroline! 
through the thick foliage of the grove, 
which leads from the houfe to my cell • I 
faw, and my fight ached at her brilliancy ; 
a radiant, an angelic figure ! it was robed 
in white, it fmil'd, and beckon'd 3 it was 
Agnes led by the GeneraK 

This Mn Harley, is die firfl airing Ma- 
damoifelle has taken fince her indifpofition' 
•— Ihe was defirous of feeing the habitation 
offo young a^philofopher; Do you admit 
female vifitors ?——— 

Certainly fir — and I offered to take her 
difengaged hand.. 

1*5 To 
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To give you a proper idTea of my cell^ I 
believe I (houM have told you the efieft it 
had on the lady^ before I defcribed it > ■ 

Heavens f cried (he fiiuddenng» and 
ftarting back^'^what dreadful place is this ? 

I told her it was k new whiis^ and a very 
favorite one of mine ; that if ihe would 
condefcend to enter^ the romantic gloomy 
which difgufted at firft appearance^ would 
grow familiar^ and I hop'd Ihe would liht 

Never, anfiwered ftte, with vivacity—- 
there is a horror-^^a fomediing repugnant 
to my feelings in this pkce^ to which I caa 
never be reconciled : let us go fir, (to the 
General) if this be the abode of phiioib* 
phy, we will be content to enter the habi^ 
tations of poor human frailty^ 

This was affronting my hobby-horle ; I 
faid no more in its defence, but led to 
your drawing-room,— • 

Ay, 
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Ay, faid the General, this is fomething, 
«*-and pray where is the divinity for whom 
this pretty apartment is fitted up ? 

I told him it was your's,. 

While the chocx>rate was getting ready;> 
Agnes ran over the keys of the organ ; t 
Ibok'd a requeft I could not utter, which 
die General perceiving begg'd a fong? — • 

What charms are there in mufic ! and 
what additional power does the firft com- 
pofitions receive from the voice of a beau- 
tiful female ! Did you ever obferve what 

a furpriziing. echo the room has ?■ Her 

voice— but there i^ no defcribing it;— 
I could not only hear, but I could fee »■ 
Have I yet told you the colour of her 
eyes? — I believe not > t hey are clear,, 
animated, brilliant hazel ; her eye-brows^,, 
and eye^lafhe^ are quite black ;--her hair 
•—but take her defcription from your fa- 
vorite Italian : 

L 6 ['Ixii 
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•* In waving ringlets, fails her beauteous haar^ 
" That catch new graces from the fportive air ; . 
** Declined on earth, her modeft look denies 

To fliew the ftarry luftre of her eyes ; 

PVe her fair fact, a rofy bloom is fpread,. 
" And ilains her ivory fldn with lovely red : 
** Soft breathing fweets, her openmg lips dilclofe' 
** The native odours of the blutbing rofe ; 

•* And Heaven ne^er gave, to one of Adam'is race 
^' So large a portion of celeftial grace..*' 

Caroline, 1 wifll you knew thh woman^ 
or rather, I wifh ftie was worthy of .being, 
known to you— fli« is, that is fee would bt^ 
were fee any other thaa what Jhc k — an 
angelv 

The General, whom I had before acw 
quainted with the fate of Patty tucits,. 
would walk to the mill, and, for reafons I 
very well knew, chofe to go alone. Geu 
neral Moncrafs^ filler^ i^ •* The eb^rful 

<« giver 
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«' giver whom -the Lord loveth;'* and in 
cafes of benevolence, " lets not his left 
«• hand know wljat is done by his right'* — 
he begg'd 1 would amufe Mifs De Coiirci. 

• * 

I was never more at a lofs ; there were 
many fubjefts on which I might have en- 
tertained her, but my tongue faultered, I 
a£lually could not fpeak ; and my embap* 
rafment encreafed, as I faw fhe was atten- 
tively obferving me ; I could not ftand the 
fcrutiny of her mild eyes — for mild, and 
even tender at that moment they were. I 
abjure philofophy, and cannot now reafoa 
muph of caufes and eflfefts, yet, why I 
fhould tremble at her gaze I know not ; I 
have often faid, I could be content to 
have my heart, and all its wanderings ex- 
pofcd to public view — Am I altered? 
lurks there^ that within me, hidden,, per-^ 
haps fi'om myfetf, biit open to her pene- 
trating eye^ at which I ought to blulh? 

ho\r 
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how elfe could her loqk^ wUcfa is modefty 
itfelf^ ib confufe me ^ 

After a (tlence I had not power to break. 

You are a young philofopher fir, faid 
flic, and you are determinedy the General 
hiforras me, in oppofition to the wUhes of 
all your friends, to wafte your youth and 
fine talents in this retirement* 

I bowed aflent*. 

Cut do you really conceive fir (conti^ 
Aued ihe) enchanting as this place ceriaiiAy 
is, it will always be a boundary ta you]& 
vifhes ?* 

Again,. I could only bo w 

Have you na latent defire to mix with 
ibcicty?^— No ambition to gratify? will 
^ofe (hades forever conceal you from the^ 
Bnerring ihafts of the blind Deity ? 

Come Mr. Harley,. your friends have 
Been unfucce&ful, the General has aUb 
failed;. condu6t me through the walks of 
yowp fancied elyfium ;, let us fee whether I 

cannot 
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catmot find arguments to prevaii on ypta^ 
to quit it^ and join the focial Worlds 

I retreated from her offered han4« 

Ah CDvard ( (faid flie) you will not trufi 
yourfelf with me. 

I could now ipeak» 

Happtnefs, and 'I, madan^ have oftem 
roved together through thofe unconfciou» 
fiiades ; fweet peace was. our handmaid^ 
and contentment followed our fteps : ~-~ 

Heavens! cried Agnes, would you in- 
finuate that I fhould interrupt fuch fociety ? 
is it impoffible fit>r you to keep happinef^, 
and me company together. ' 

Are not your deigns madam, koftile^ 

tomyidei^is of what eonftitiues happinefs?' 

and fhallr I befo ungrateful, as toexpofe 

my favonte nympfas^ to fuch a dangerous> 

enemy ?* 

No Mifs De Courci f hart if you aredif— 

|X>fed to endear to my mdrnpry the ihades^ 
I love, walk wkh me thro* them, unpre- 
judiced by^ the fallacious reafonings of ar 

world 
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world I diflike ; fuSer me to be eloquent 
in their praife, let me point to you each 
fweet recefs, where the voice of paffion 
was never heard, where ambition never 
entered, and where a right turned mind 
can never feel a painful folitude ; if you 
fuffer me to do this, I am ready to attend 
you 4 but I will not venture to hear your 
lips condemn my retirement ; for how then 
can I ever hope again to enjoy the wonted 
companions of my tranquil hOurs ? 

Well fir— Ihe hefitated — well Mr. Hai- 
ley, then I think we had better nbt^ we 
will flay where we are 

Again Ihe obferved "I was a young phi- 
lofopher, a very young philofopher. 

A filence enfued, which fiit broke. 

Well Mr. Harley, if you wont let me 
talk to you, fhall I fing ? 

Would you believe it, I could not an- 
fwer this fimple queftion, I could only 
place a feat to the organ which fhe ac- 
cepted and fung from HandePs Mufic _ 

** Love 
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" Love fweet poifon " 

It was involuntary Caroline, I could not 
help it, I leaned over her chair^ and re- 
peated 

" Sweet Harmonifty and beautiful as fweet " 
" And young as beautiful, and gay as young '* 

And oh fitter! the pity of it, th? pity of 
it, that I could not add 

" And Innocent as gay, '* 

The return of General Moncrafs put. an 
end to a vifit, the moft painful, and plea- 
Chg I ever experienced; he prefled me 
to return with them to Belle-Vue, I de- 
clined his invitation, but have regreted it 
ever fince ; I caiiinot bear the retrofpeS: 
of my own conduft; it was fo v^ry ftupid^ 
Agnes was perhaps offended^ I can ftill 
lefs bear Ihe fhould think I could be wan- 
ting in refpeQ; to her, fhe is very amiable, 
bow could I be fo unaccountably fooliftx?" 
the mortification I feel on this occafioa 
4rives every thing elfe out of my head, 

what 
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what could (he think of me, a philofopher 
file call'd me, with an emphafis,— I will cer* 
tainly go to Belle- Vue, to-morrow 


The boy teazed me to have his daddy 
put in the ftocks, his mother now teazes 
me to forgive him ; I begin to be weary 
of interfering in the foolifh affairs of the 
village — would to-morrow were come ► 


I am this inftant favored with three 
large packets from the dowager Mrs. But- 
ler, it is arrived at a moft happy period, 
my mind is til fuch a ftate, lean neithei 
look into myfelf, nor my Hermitage with 
pleafure ; but I retire with the General and 
Lady Mary : adieu Caroline, adieu Butler^ 

Edward Harlb^- 

LET. 


AGNES.. »ai 


\ 


LETTER XXIIL 


Mrs. Dowager Butler to Edward Harley Efq. 


Soho-Square^ 

X WO days, after the departure of our 
friends^ paft, and I only received exKpir<» 
ries after my health, from Moncrafs ; oa 
d&e third he was anQoiOiEbced* 

The atteration iji his coimttoance, du«^ 
ring this fhort period^ was incredibk. 

He was pale,, dejefied, and his words 
were fcarcely articulate ; he wa^ he faid,, 
returning to his regioient ; an c^portunity 
had luckily offered, a ihip was under faii* 
ing Qr4ers for the Brazils ; he ibould 

commiffion 


236 AGNES. 

» 

commiffion his agent to fend after him 
what neceflaries he might have occafion 
for ; he had met Mr. Butler at court, and 
was nDw come to wifh me the health and 
peace — he ftoped 

llis manner was fo folemn, the /dund 
of his voice fo fad, and hjs figure fo in- 
terefting : I could not immediately an« 
fwer him. 

. He took my hand, and dropping on one 
knee> preifed it to his lips, and calling 
his fine eyes iipwards ; whifpered an eja- 
culation, in which I could only diftinguifh 
the name of my coufin, then rifing — for- 
give madam the trouble I give you, this 
packet will explain to you what I cannot ; 
once more adieu, and he left me with 
fuch precipitant folemnity, it was Ibme 
moments before I could acquire courage 
to open the papers, which I found, beXidc 
afliort note to me, contained a letter from 

Lord 
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Lord Ruthven to him, with his anfwer, 
and one from him to Lady Mary, which 
I inclofe ; and as they will, together, 
make a tolerable long epiftle, conclude 
this from your's 

€. Butler. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Colonel Moncrafs to Mrs. Butler. 


Madam^ 

JL HE inclofed copies will inform you of 
the hard fate of Moncrafs; amiable friend 
of the moft lovely of women, I bid you 
perhaps, and indeed moft likely, an eter- 
nal adieu ; I tear myfelf from a place, 
chat will conftantly remind me of the trea- 
fure I ha,ve loft ; I am not only feparated 
from thofe dear conneftions with whom 
only, my foul fought alliance ; but hope, 
the laft refort of the wretched is no more. 
Your coufin madam, but I <iare not truft 
my pen, one only favor can I afk of you, 
and your worthy huft)andi when in pof- 

(elfioii 
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feffion of the dear bleffings I can never 
know ; when your heart recognizes your 
native country, when you again behold 
the welcome fcenes of youthful hope, 
when you are reftored to the valued foci- 
ety of her, / mujl no more behold^ oh {peak 
for poor undone Moncrafs, tell that angel, 
how grateful, how devoted, yet do not, 
only fay, I am the milerable 
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INCLOSURE I. 


Earl o/Ruthven to Colonel Moncrafs. 


My dear Colonel, 

XT is with infinite reluClance I addrefe you 
on a fubjeft, no lefs interefting to me, as 
a man of rank in the world, than dear to 
fne as a father. 

' Your amiable qualities, Colonel, ren- 
dered you a moft acceptable gueft in my 
family j relying on the unqueftionable pro- 
bity of your charafter, I imprudently intro- 
duced you to my only child ; was pleafed 
at your intimacy with her, and weakly flat- 
tered myfelf the congenial fympathy of 
two young minds fo delicately formed, 

could 
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could not poffibly be produftive of any ill 
confequence : I left her young heart open 
to thofe dangerous irapreffions, which 
youth, are too prone to imbibe, in a con- 
ftant intercourfe w4th an amiable objed: 
of the different fex : I confided in the in-^ 
tegrity of your principles, and forgot the 
neceffary guard over the peace of my 
daughter : The natural confequence of 
this blameable condu6l in me, is an attache 
ment beginning, which if not timely 
checked, will ruin the fortune of my 
child, without bettering your own. 

SuflPer me fir, to hint, with every regard 
to delicacy, that your prefent unfortunate 
fituation, is, with refpeft to your country, 
unchangeable: and that I never could, 
acknowledge a daughter, wedded to the 
profcribed enemy ©f my prince »; you 
would therefore by attaching yourfelf to 
Lady Mary, involve her in the difgrace of 
your fituation, render her an alien to her 

Vol. L M family 
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family^ ^^<^ natural inheritance ; rob me 
of my only comfort, and end in forrow the 
■exiftence of the Countefs ; who would not 
furvive fuch an aft of ingratiude in you^ 
and difobedience in her child : fanguine 
faope^ youthful paflion^ and the power of 
beauty, I know attaches you to my daugh-i. 
ter ; I give full credit to the difinterefted- 
jiefs of your principles, and have fo great 
a refpeft for your charafter, that t declare 
lOn my honor ; young, and unproteSed as 
you are, were you any other in refjpeft to 
your native misfortune, I Ihould be proud 
to raife you from obfcurity, and rejoice in 
fuch ' an acquifition to my family : after 
having faid this, and offered you any thing 
in my gift, my child only excepted, who, 
ifyour's, mull be totally ruined; need I 
^dd any farther entreaties to you, to 
Ipare me the grief of feeing, all my 
feopes blafted; or would Colonel Mon- 
i^rafs gratify his own pafEon, at the ex- 
jpence of the intereft, the honor, and 
* N .duty^. 
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duty ; of a young creature who loves 
him ? no ! I know him bretter ; he will 
rather^ however hard the ftniggle, conque^ 
his paffion ; he* will write a farewell letter 
to the innocent^ I this morning furprized 
in his arms i he will reprefent to her, ho>r 
incompatible with her honor^ and intereft^,, 
ft would be to perfevere in her folly 5 
he will give her to underftand that he 
;relinquifhes all claims to her heart; be-« 
caufe her happinefs^ is dearer to him than 
his omn. 

Forgive me Colonel for thus di8ating. 
to a man, whofe foul is the rcfidence of 
innate honor; fhould you ever experi- 
ence a father's fondnefs^ you will thea 
know to what cxcefs it will carry thei mio^ 
of man. I am leaving the part pf th^ 
world where you are, and going wh^A 
you ' cannot follow ; I know you are 
wounded by this feparation, and I know 
your other troubles, are doubled by it, 

M 2> yet 
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yet you fee, folely occupied by my anxiety 
for my daughter ; I prefume to impofc a 
ta& on your feelings, which will add to 
your diftrefs; but my confidence is in 
your fenfe of juftice, your regard to pro^ 
priety, and your unimpeached reftitude ; 
ihofe will long out-live paffiop, why there- 
fore Ihould not their influence far ex- 
ceed it ? — Yes my amiable young frienc^ 
I know they wiH ; and wherever your fu- 
ture deftiny may bear you, remember, yo\i 
have in me a warm and zealous friend, 
who will ever rejoice in your happinefs^ 
and gladly contribute to yourprofperity. 

Adieu, dear Colonel, Lady Ruthven 
begs you will accept the inclofed, as a 
flight token of the maternal affeftiojn ftie 
will always bear you: and we join in 
^ery pdffiblc wifh for your welfare. 

Ruthven. 

IN- 
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INC L O SURE IL 


Colonel Uoncrafs to the Earl of Ruthven. 


Lifbon^- 
My Lord^, 

With a proper fenfe of thehonors^ 
you have confered on mc, I inclofe the 
requefted letter to Lady Mary Ruthven— 
yes my lord ! you are perfeftly right ; the 
broken fortunes of fuch a wretch as Mon- 
crafs, are beneath her acceptance : never- 
thelefs, were I not too well convinced^ 
of the certain injury to her, of an union 
with me, no power fliould induce me * to 
forego the firft, and only defire of my foul; 
but I refign it my lord, not to you, not^ 
to the world -, but to her* 

M 3 Lady 
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Lady Ruthven honors me by her friendt- 
fliip, flie will however pardon my return- 
ing her favors unopened^ £ have no doubt 
of the magnificence of her fpirit, ihe ha& 
only miftaken the obje6t; I can owe no- 
nothing to the Countefs^ or your lordlhip^ 
but the refpeft with which I have the 
honor to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip's 

Moft obedient fervant, 

MONCRAS^, 


I N- 


A G N E S> 247 


INCLOSURE Iir 


Colonel Moncrqfs to Lady Mary RiUhvtn^ 


Lifbon. 

J.F the trembling agitation of my whole 
frame, ihould render this addrefs illegible ; 
if the hard leflbn taught by hcnor^ and eiw 
forced by prudence, fhould take from me 
the power to delineate my feelings, the 
lovely, and ever beloved Lady Mary, will 
have the goodnefs to believe, innumera- 
ble as may be my other deficiencies, I am 
{enfible of none, in my refpe6)^ my ar-* 
dent efteem for hen 

Lord Ruthven madam,, permits me ta 
addrefs you^ to bid you a final adieu; 


«48 AGNES. 

but believe, moft adorable woman, were 
I not felf convinced, your honor, yoiirhap^ 
finefs, as well as that of your noble parents • 
was at (lake ; did I not know, that the 
uniting your fate with an alien to his coun- 
try, a man, branded with the name of 
rebel to your prince,, whofe fcanty, and 
precarious pittance, you would be mifera- 
ble to ihare ; no power.on earth fhould 
prevail on me to refign the dear hope^. 
which lifted to more than mortal joy, the 
foul of Moncrafs, this happy morning i 
but oh madam ! it is^^ too fure, that your 
certain ruin would be the refult of yoikr 
noble preference^ of iuch a wretch as- 
Bay felf. 

I have figured td my imagination, air 
the probable, as well as poffiblt con-^ 
fequences of an union, which thrilfe my 
foul to rapture, while in fpite of myfelf^ 
it will float on deceitful fancy; alas. Lady 

Mary 
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Mary I there needs not the exaggeration 
of family intereft, pride, or parental au- 
thority ; nor any of the numerous pru- 
dential objeftionsy the opinion of the world 
will juftify; I know I /cell am. wretched, 
but I will not involve you in my mifery : 
I fee you at this moment^ mentally, and 
imagination (hrinks appalled from the trial, 
deprived of the delicacies^ the fplendour, 
and even the neceffaries, you cannot with- 
out injury to your tender conftituiion, and 
lovely figure, give up ; and (hould I bear 
that graceful form, to a country where my 
own adoration, would teach the unlettered 
favage, the power of beauty ; how could 
I hope, in a climate fo unfavorable to 
health, with accommodations fo inadequate 
to your birth, and rank; you would not 
fall an early facrifice to bodily and mental 
fatigue ? you have no conception of the 
hardfhips which are the companions of 
Hiy obfcurity ; I fee yon droop uftder the 

uitemperate 
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intemperate heat of the fun, I hear yow 
regret your aUent parents, I, feel your 
tears, even now in fcalding drops on my 
heart ; I confefs my cowardice ; I dare- 
Bot reduce you ta the miferablc level of 
the wretched, 

M0NCRASS»> 
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